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HMS Norfolk approaches 
the Suez Canal on her 
way east — see centre 
pages. 




A USER-maintainer Warfare Branch is to be established in the Royal Navy by 
merging the current Operations (Ops) and Weapon Engineering Mechanic 
(WEM) branches, starting next summer. 

Following a feasibility study, the decision was taken by the Navy Board in June and announced by 
the First Sea Lord (Admiral Sir Julian Oswald). 


Already at work is the Warfare 
Implementation Team, which 
says the new branch will be more 
able than current Ops. and WEM 
branches to adapt to the continu¬ 
ing advances in technology and to 
more extensive use of automation 
which increasingly are creating 
new demands on naval personnel. 

It also says, “As well as providing a 
more stable and robust branch struc¬ 
ture, designed to ease the stretch 


Bumper to 
bumper! 

By lunchtime there were 10,000 
cars at the 12th Scottish Inter¬ 
national Airshow at Prestwick, or¬ 
ganised by HMS Gannet and the 
Royal Air Force Association. 
MA(Q)s Maggs Brodie and Fiona 
McWilliam were among 60,000 
people who came to enjoy the 
fun. 
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caused by dilution and gapping of bil¬ 
lets ashore and afloat, the change will 
ensure that the training provided to 
Servicemen and women matches 
more closely both their onboard tasks 
and their aspirations than today. 

“The amalgamation of the operator 
and mechanic functions will allow 
more efficient use of a more flexible 
manpower resource which will, in 
turn, enhance the Fleet’s fighting 
effectiveness.” 

The merger of the Ops. and WEM 
branches into the Warfare Branch will 
result in fewer ratings’ sub-branches, 
with each being responsible for low- 
level maintenance of their equipment 
in addition to their operator tasks. Ju¬ 
nior ratings will be called Operator- 
Mechanics (OM). 

The WEO will remain responsible 
for availbility of all weapon engineer¬ 
ing equipment and the appropriate 
engineering and safety standards. WE 
Officers and Artificers will not be part 
of this new branch structure. 

To ensure necessary operations and 
technical expertise a new four (instead 
of the current three) level training 
structure, with professional courses 
being conducted at each rate, will be 
introduced up to and including Petty 
Officer. 


Each course will be rate/iob specific 
and civilian recognition will be sought 
for these new courses. 

Most Warfare Branch personnel 
will be trained from entry, but some 
existing junior operators and main¬ 
tained will be cross-trained. 

Says the Implementation Team, 
“Far from being disadvantaged, rat¬ 
ings not selected or eligible for cross¬ 
training will be both able and encour¬ 
aged to continue their current careers 
during the eight-year overlap between 
‘old’ and ‘new’ courses and in the sub¬ 
sequent years before existing branches 
are subsumed into their successor 
branch. 

“During the establishment of the 
Warfare Branch, Ops. and WEM rat¬ 
ings will provide the continuity of 
essential skills and experience neces¬ 
sary to ensure Fleet capability.” 

Recruiting for the new Branch will 
begin in Spring 1993, with training 
starting in September 1993. Leading 
Rate and Petty Officer courses will 
start in 1995 and 1998 respectively. 

Ships and submarines will be direct¬ 
ed to implement their Warfare Branch 
organisation at build, refit or docking 
periods between 1994 and 2001, with 
priority given to newer classes of 
ships. 




Volunteers for 
Phase 2 call 


THIS month sees a call for volunteers for Phase 2, involving about 
450 officers and 700 ratings, in the Navy’s redundancy 
programme. 


“So far as possible the target will 
be achieved by voluntary means, but 
some compulsory redundancies can¬ 
not be ruled out if the correct senior¬ 
ity spread within the ranks and spe¬ 
cialisations is to be achieved” it was 
stated for the Government in the 
Commons. 

Closing date to volunteer will be mid- 
September, with the redundancies an¬ 
nounced on Dec. 1. Those involved will 
leave the Service between April 1 and 
Nov. 30 1993. 

In this phase officer redundancies will 
again include Captains and Com¬ 
manders, but will also extend to Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commanders and below. Warrant 
Officers, Chief Petty Officers and Petty 
Officers will again be required from both 
Artificer and non-Artificer branches. 

In Phase I, involving about 80 officers 


and 320 ratings, those selected were noti¬ 
fied on April 1 this year. 

With surpluses increasing in some cate¬ 
gories as manpower analysis continues, 
and until redundees utilising the 12 
months notice available have left, it was 
decided to bring forward Phase 2 from 
April 1993 to Dec. 1992. 

In Phase 2, and any others, the aim will 
be to provide sufficient time for individ¬ 
ual decision making, with a timetable in¬ 
volving a last date in service of Nov. 30. 
for people wishing to take the full 12 
months notice. At the same time, every 
effort will be made to release those who 
wish to leave earlier. 

Said the Second Sea Lord (Admiral Sir 
Michael Livesay) in a message to the 
Fleet, “I am most conscious of the uncer¬ 
tainty and potential distress caused by 
redundancies and the corresponding need 
to complete the programme 
expeditiously.” 
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A SPECIAL Job Search Centre is being set up at HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, aimed at providing practical up-to-the- 
minute advice and assistance for personnel about to leave 
the Service. 


With staff provided by the 
Hampshire Employment Ser¬ 
vice, the Job Centre-cum-Job 
Club will be available to all 
three Services, geared towards 
those within three months of 
leaving, but ready to continue 
with an after-care service for 
those who have left but are still 
seeking work. 

Vacancies, both local and 
national, will be displayed, and 
help will be on hand to assist 
and advise on CVs, speculative 
letters, interview techniques 
and preparation, as well as job 
market research, labour market 


information and employment 
opportunities. 

The centre will be also be 
providing all the equipment 
necessary for locating and 
applying for a job — tele¬ 
phones, typewriters, word- 
processors, and a fax machine 
will all be at the disposal of the 
customers. 

Established as a joint initia¬ 
tive between the Employment 
Service and HMS Nelson Re¬ 
settlement Office, it is expected 
to open for business in mid- 
July, and will operate on Tues¬ 
days, Wednesdays and Thurs¬ 
days, weekly. 




VATICAN 

WHEN Young Officers and staff from Britannia Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth, visited the Vatican for an audience with 
Pope John Paul II, they took with them a personal letter from 
the Captain BRNC, Capt. Richard Hastilow, together with a 
gift of an Edinburgh crystal decanter, cut in the thistle 
design. 

Photograph, right — Pope John Paul II greets the Dart¬ 
mouth visitors, front row, from left to right, Officer Cadets 
Pam Fisher, Cathy Dunn, Susan Fitzsimmons and Simon 
Dempsey. 


Nelson job-shop 


21st birthday for 21 s 



CELEBRATING the birth¬ 
day of HMS Amazon, the 
frigate she launched 21 
years ago, Princess Anne 
took passage in her ship 
from Portland to Ports¬ 
mouth. 

The Princess Royal has 
always been a keen sponsor 
of Amazon, having visited 
her almost every year since 
her launch, and she spent 
the day visiting all depart¬ 
ments. 

HMS Amazon was the 
first of the Type 21 frigates 
and in her 21 years has 
steamed well over half a 
million miles, worldwide. 
Recently completing her op¬ 
erational sea training at 
Portland, she is due to de¬ 
ploy to the South Atlantic 
tor a fourth time later this 
year. 


vith the lads of 3E Mess, left to 
McLean, Harrison and Griffiths, 
Niven. 


Himalaya climb-down 

WINTER this year came earlier than usual in the Himala¬ 
yas, dashing the hopes of the British Services’ Everest 
Expedition in their attempts to reach the mountain’s 
summit. 

Stalled by blizzards and high winds less than 2000ft 
from the top, the team was forced to turn back from their 
difficult West Ridge route and return to base camp. 

Royal Marines reservist, Lieut. Steve Bell, and Surg.- 
Lieut.-Cdr. Andy Hughes, from RNH Stonehouse, Plym¬ 
outh, supported by Sherpas, had earlier completed the 
fix-roping of the Hornbeim Couloir, at a height of 27,500 
ft, in preparation for the final assault, but appalling 
weather conditions exhausted the climbers, with sup¬ 
plies of oxygen, gas and food getting low, and tents 
destroyed in the winds. 

The 16-man Everest expedition team included one 
other Royal Navy climber, Surg.Lieut. Peter Davis. Team 
leader was Col. Mike Kefford. 

• Another Navy climber, Lieut.-Cdr. Sandy Simpson, 
from Portland Naval Base, faced the same weather prob¬ 
lems as co-deputy leader of team attempting to reach 
the summit of the Himalayan mountain Makalu — the 
fifth highest peak in the world — by the hitherto un¬ 
climbed west face. 

Here too massive snowfalls and avalanches forced 
them to eventually abandon their attempt. 


Mixed blessings for 
Rosyth and Devonport 


DURING the first four years’ operation of the Devonport and Rosyth Royal dockyards under commercial 
management, progress on MOD’S objectives of greater efficiency, maximum competition and better overall 
value for money has been '‘mixed”. 

This is stated in a report by the National Audit Office to the Commons which also says that reduction in the Navy’s 
planned workload for the yards underlie many of the problems experienced by MOD in managing the programme. 


MOD have met their targets for in¬ 
troducing risk pricing for the labour 
element of refit contracts, but not for 
materials, for which achievement of 
the target depends on improvements 
in estimating materials consumption. 

On the yards’ performance under 
commercial management the report 
says that changes since Vesting Day in 
1987 made the assessment of savings 
from commercial management diffi¬ 
cult. Both commercial managers had 
introduced measures to improve effi¬ 
ciency and made cost savings but 
MOD had incurred additional expen¬ 
diture on redundancies and manage¬ 
ment of the programme. 

The department took account of ef¬ 
ficiency improvements specified in 
the term contracts in negotiating indi¬ 
vidual refit contracts, but no satisfac¬ 


tory method of measuring the im¬ 
provements achieved had been 
developed, and delays and increases 
in costs over MOD’S initial estimates 
had continued, mainly due to growth 
work approved by the department. 

The commercial managers needed 
more stability in the naval programme 
if they were to achieve the expected 
benefits from improved efficiency and 
greater competition. On competition, 
the report says that reductions in the 
Navy’s refitting programme have pre¬ 
vented a greater proportion being put 
out to competition. 

The commercial managers had won 
as much commercial work as they ori¬ 
ginally predicted by diversifying into 
non-ship work but, until recently had 
not tendered for much of the naval 
work open to competition, partly due 


to uncertainty related to increases in 
dockyard annual charging rates as a 
result of workload reductions. 

Under current arrangements MOD 
met most of the yards’ costs plus the 
cost of competitive naval refit work 
placed elsewhere. Some recent con¬ 
tracts had been allocated to the com¬ 
mercial managers on a marginal cost 
basis instead of being put to 
competition. 

Turning to future arrangements, the 
report says the MOD are considering 
future requirements for naval support 
facilities and arrangements for man¬ 
agement of the yards after the end of 
the first seven-year term contracts. 
They needed to identify the level of 
long-term capacity required in the 
yards and the extent of its utilisation 
in peacetime. 



A capital day out 


WHEN staff from HMS Royal Arthur visited the Metropolitan Police in London 
they witnessed a demonstration of “Shield Training”, with police constables 
bombarded with bricks and petrol bombs, looked around the Central Com¬ 
mand Complex at New Scotland Yard, and got in some “sea-time” on the 
Commissioner’s launch on the Thames. 


Picture above — left to right, WO Dennis Moffat, CPO Snakey Blake, PO Jan 
Virgo, and WO Mick O’Shea. 
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idhouse remembered — 


quiet, kindly and full of Yorkshire commonsense 


‘A FRIEND BEYOND PRICE’ 


GREAT tribute to the kindness, loyalty, warmth 
and immense professionalism of the late Ad¬ 
miral of the Fleet Lord Fieldhouse was paid at a 
memorial service in Westminster Abbey attend¬ 
ed by more than 1,400 people. 

Among those represented were The Queen and 
Duke of Edinburgh, the Prince of Wales, Duke and 
Duchess of York, the Prime Minister and former Pre¬ 
mier Mrs Margaret Thatcher. 

The lessons were read by Admiral Sir Julian Oswald 
(First Sea Lord) and Field Marshal Sir Richard Vincent 
(Chief of the Defence Staff). Admiral Fieldhouse’s 
orders and decorations were carried in procession. 

In addition to family members, in the congregation 
was a great number of retired and serving members of 
all the Services, including many senior officers, to¬ 
gether with representatives of numerous organisa¬ 
tions with which Admiral Fieldhouse was associated. 

In his address Capt. Peter Kimm said warmth and 
humanity shone through Admiral Fieldhouse’s whole 
career and, though by the end of it he was a states¬ 
man among statesmen, he was still as comfortable — 
and as welcome — on the for’ard messdeck and in the 


sergeants’ mess as he was in the highest corridors of 
power. 

To each of his increasingly important jobs he 
brought, in addition to those human qualities, a 
shrewd analytical mind, immense professionalism and 
an abundant measure of Yorkshire commonsense. 

His persepctives were wide and he thought big. 
Again and again he cut through complexity, tackling a 
problem with realism and determination and all this he 
did quietly and while exuding a remarkable — and 
highly infectious — calm. 

Falklands leader 

The memorial service was taking place precisely 
ten years after the most critical phase of the Falk¬ 
lands war in which he held Tri-Service command-in¬ 
chief and Admiral Fieldhouse would wish them to re¬ 
member too the Falklands dead and all who suffered 
as a result of that war. 

Capt. Kimm went on, “We who were his contempo¬ 
raries as midshpmen would not have tipped him as an 
obvious future First Sea Lord. Perhaps that geniality, 
quietness and modesty hid the rest of the potential in 


those early days. But he was the one who got there.” 
Then he went on to be Chief of the Defence Staff. 

“Admiral of the Fleet, GCB, GBE and a Peer of the 
Realm. And all achieved quietly and kindly. Doesn’t 
that say it all? 

“Well, no, actually it doesn’t; for even though it is a 
statement of the obvious, I do not think this address in 
this hallowed place would be complete without explic¬ 
it mention of the essential rightness of John’s work. 

“The profession of arms in a benevolent democracy 
is intrinsically noble; and the likes of John Fieldhouse 
may with justice claim to be, first and foremost, ser¬ 
vants of peace. 

“John made precisely that claim in his maiden 
speech in the Lords, as Nelson had made in his ... 
John, in typically dry, low-key, just said that ‘Our 
armed forces make a very large contribution to that 
most important of all the social services — the mainte¬ 
nance of peace.” 

Paying tribute too to Admiral Fieldhouse as a family 
man, Capt. Kimm asked all in the famous abbey to 
give thanks for one of the most distinguished lives of 
military service since the Second World War — and for 
a friend beyond price. 


York under 
review 


HMS York was invited by HMAS Torrens to attend Anzac 
Day ceremonies at the Kranji War Memorial Cemetery 
while both ships were alongside at Singapore. 

The York was taking a break from patrol duties in the Gulf, where 
she held naval exercises with Kuwait last month and was visited by 
the Armed Forces Pay Review Body. 

The AFPRB was made aware of the special conditions affecting 
ships serving on the Armilla Patrol and discussed a number of 
topics, including increments for Senior Rates with extra responsibi¬ 
lities, laundry charges and extra pay for those waiting on long 
advancement rosters. 

HMS Edinburgh and HMS Chatham relieved HMS York and 
HMS Beaver on Armilla Patrol in the Gulf as Navy News went to 
press last month. 


ROYAL TOURNAMENT 1992 


Don’t forget to book for this year’s Royal Tournament at Earls 
Court from 8-25 July. Telephone Box Office on 071 373 8141. 


Bravery awards for eight 


Explosive 

situations 

defused 
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LANDING Craft Units (LCUs) from HMS Fearless and a Sea 
King helicopter from 846 Naval Air Squadron with the French 
landing ship Orage off Port-Vendres in the south of France. 

Yankee Coy 45 Cdo joined over 12,000 personnel from the 
UK, France. Italy and Spain, taking part in the Western Euro¬ 
pean Union-type Exercise Farfadet to practise evacuation and 
rescue techniques. 


On the eve of ber 26th birthday* the ‘Starship* HMS Shins 
enters Gibraltar to be reunited with her first commanding 
officer — now His Excellency The Governor, Vice Admiral Sir 
Derek ReffelL He spent several hours on board and presented 
Long Service medals to three of the ship’s company. 


THE Queen’s Gallantry 
Medal has been awarded to 
Lieut.-Cdr. Stephen Far¬ 
rington for his part in put¬ 
ting out a fire in a burning 
merchant vessel in the Gulf. 
Lieut. Timothy Chidley and 
POMEM Richard Wilson 
receive the Queen’s Com¬ 
mendation for Brave Con¬ 
duct for their parts in the 
same incident. 

HMS Brilliant was on patrol 
in the aftermath of the Gulf 
conflict on March 29 1991 
when a message was received 
from mv Mercs Horana, a 
4,300-tonne merchant ship 
which had suffered an engine 
room fire. 

A Royal Navy diver, WO 
Robert Oulds, is also to receive 
the Queen’s Gallantry Medal 
for his actions in dealing with 
an unexploded German mine 
in Barry docks, South Wales. 
Lieut.-Cdr. Stephen Wild was 
awarded the Queen’s Commen¬ 
dation for Brave Conduct for 
his involvement. 

Three more Navy men have 
received bravery awards for 
their role in a rescue operation 
in the South China Sea last 
August. 

CPO Andrew Harrison and 
L/S John Stoddart, divers 
based at HMS Tamar, struggled 
in 50ft waves thrown up by ty¬ 
phoon Fred to recover bodies 
from a capsized oil support 
barge. 

Both receive Queen’s Com¬ 
mendations for Brave Conduct, 
as does A/B Chris O’Donnell, 
now based at HQ C-in-C Fleet, 
Northwood, for his role in the 
rescue mission. 


Closing down 

PART-TIME sailors in Gwent have been told their RNXS 
unit at Newport is to close next month after 40 years in 
operation. 

They will have the chance to transfer to one of their neighbouring 
units at either Sully, Bristol or Gloucester. 

RNAY Wroughton shuts down on 30 September after 20 years’ 
service with the Naval Aircraft Repair Organisation. 

There are now only five MOD personnel there, most of the work 
being carried on by Field Aviation, whose contract is soon to expire. 
Much of it will then transfer to RNAY Fleetlands. 

Reception 

A farewell reception with buffet lunch and flying display will be 
held on 30 July at 11.30 p.m. and anyone with past or present 
connections with the yard is welcome to attend. Cost will be £6 per 
head. Further details from the OIC RNAY Wroughton, Teh 0793 
812291 ext 5501 by 17 Julv. 



# Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Fieldhouse of Gosport. 




Ariadne’s 

general 

service 

HMS Ariadne has left her 
home port of Portsmouth for 
Chile, where she starts her new 
life as CNS General Baque- 
dano, bringing the total num¬ 
ber of ex-RN Leanders in the 
Chilean Navy to four. 

□ □ □ 

Dockyard workers and 
schoolchildren who witnessed 
the launch of HM submarine 
Ocelot in 1962 have been in¬ 
vited to welcome her back to 
the heart of Chatham historic 
dockyard when she arrives 
there to go on permanent dis¬ 
play on July. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Mercia are this year’s 
Duffy Trophy winners follow¬ 
ing the Royal Naval Reserve 
communications competition 
hosted by HMS Sherwood at 
Nottingham. 

□ n □ 

Vice Admiral E. Lyashenko 
led a party of Russian naval 
officers visiting Portsmouth’s 
Historic Dockyard during a 
break in routine talks with the 
Royal Navy in London. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Ursula, third of the 
Royal Navy’s new Upholder 
class of diesel-electric patrol 
submarines, was formally 
handed over by Cammell Laird 
Shipbuilders Ltd of Birken¬ 
head, Portsmouth. 

□ □ □ 

Two German U-Boats, U21 
and U24, with the support ves¬ 
sel Meersburg and the tug 
Helgoland, visited the 1st 
Submarine Squadron at HMS 
Dolphin, Gosport last month. 

□ □ □ 

Dartmouth’s Royal Marines 
Band raised £4,000 for the 
King George Fund for Sailors 
with a gala concert held in the 
College’s Senior Gunroom. 

□ n □ 

An oak gavel, carved as a 
ship-of-the line in full sail and 
dated HMS Collingwood 
Wardroom 1940, has returned 
to the electrical engineering 
school at Fareham after a sale 
at Christie’s. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Marlborough played host 
at Portsmouth to six ex-crew 
members of the wartime Flow¬ 
er-class corvette HMS Snow¬ 
flake, commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of her launching. 
Both share the same affiliated 
town of Marlborough, Wilts. 

□ □ □ 

Edinburgh commemorated the 
50th Anniversary of the com¬ 
missioning of the battle ship 
HMS Howe with a service at St 
Giles Cathedral, attended by 
45 members of the Howe As¬ 
sociation and cadets from TS 
Howe, the Leith Unit of the 
Sea Cadet Corps. 
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Changing courses 


Qualifying courses, qualify examinations, and qualifications generally are in the news again. LRQC for General Service (M) 
ratings are suspended for the time being, MEM(L) ratings may have to transfer to ML under the ACE scheme; Acting 
MEM Is are reminded to keep up their studies and budding SD Officers have to pass their qualifying exam but once now that 
its validity has been extended. 


Temporary stop for LMEM(M) 

As announced in FTM 435/91 the long roster time for advance¬ 
ment to ALMEM(M) has resulted in Able Rate MEM(M)s undertak¬ 
ing the Leading Rates Qualifying Course at HMS Sultan well in 
advance of being rated Leading Hand. Completing the course for 
confirmation as a Leading Hand and yet having to return to Able 
Rate duties is demotivating for those concerned. Equally if attend¬ 
ing the course as an MEM(M)l, a rating may lack the experience 
necessary to have the best chance of qualifying for Artificer Candi¬ 
date selection. 

To prevent such problems the LRQC for General Service (M) 
ratings will be suspended for about one year from July 92. When 
courses recommence, only A/LMEM(M)s will attend. 

Courses for GS(L) Ratings are currently filled with Leading Hands 
and will therefore continue as normal. 

Sultan plays the ACES 


Reversion risk for A/MEM 1 

When an MEM2 has achieved 12 months seniority but has been 
unable to qualify fully for MEM1 for Service Reasons, he may be 
rated Acting MEM 1. The acting rate ensures that a rating is not put 
at a disadvantage because of problems outside his control — eg. 
unsuitable ships programme. Most importantly the Acting MEM1 
receives the pay of an MEM1 Scale C. 

Invariably there will be plenty of time remaining during a normal 
first sea draft for an Acting MEM1 to obtain the necessary qualifica¬ 
tions. A rating must, however be seen to be maintaining satisfactory 
progress towards obtaining the full qualification for the higher rate 
or risk being reverted to MEM2 with the associated loss of pay. 
Failure to have qualified on leaving his first ship would normally 
imply unsatisfactory progress resulting in reversion. 

All MEMs should therefore leave their first full sea draft qualified 
at least for MEM1 Scale C. The good news is that the keen MEM1 
should be well able to qualify during the first sea draft for Scale B 
Pay and so be rewarded by having even more money in his pocket. 



There seems 
ition of the reg 


to be some 
ilations con- 
ratings. The 


Basic device only 
Basic device 
and one 
Basic 

and two stars 

Basic device 
and crown 


m 

Professional! 
qualified for 
Le. hold the following; 

1. Switchboard Operators Certificate 

2. MEOOW2/B WC/DOC 

3. Passed PQE for APOMEM 

NB. Ex-WE transferees are not re 
MEOOW2 etc. but must hold an SOC. Howeverthe 
certificate of competency on the mans history sheet 
must be signed before he is considered to be 
professionally qualified for POMEM. (Ref BR 81 Art 0414) 


Whilst the Leading Rates Qualifying Course provides the prime 
selection of ratings for the Artificer Candidates Course (ACC), the 
Early Selection Scheme (ACES) is a viable alternative route to 
Artificer for the young MEM in the Fleet. In order to meet the 
requirements of the service, the policy has recently been changed, to 
allow Sultan to nominate the EL or ML SQ of Artificer Candidates 
selected through the ACES scheme. This may mean some candidates 
with an MEM(L) background being required to transfer to ML as a 
condition of being accepted on course. 

Any queries about the ACC or the ACES scheme should be 
directed to Lt Andy Law on HMS Sultan Ext 2148. 


No time limit on SD Exam 

The present regulations covering qualifications for selection of 
Engineering SD Officers stipulate that a pass in the Qualifying 
Professional Exam (QPE) shall only remain valid for 5 successive 
selection boards, after which time the candidate will be required to 
resit the exam. This time limitation is to be removed and the QPE 
will be considered as a once only qualification, remaining valid until 
the candidate is promoted or ceases to be eligible for promotion. 
Candidates will still be given the opportunity to resit the exam to 
improve their pass, either voluntarily or at the discretion of the 
President of the Selection Board, to enhance their prospect of 
selection. 


4 V* 



PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 

make really great GIFTS or AWARDS J 

Expertly ENGRA VED with name, rank dt Number or a message to a 
girlfriend, etc. In presentation box with matching 50in. neck-chain, 
historical notes, and a guide to piping. 

22ct. Gold-Plated Call £19.95 Silver-Plated Call £17.95 

Polished Brass & Copper Call £12.95 Nickel-Plated Call £12.95 

Engraving £1.60 per line of up to 18 letters and spaces (capitals and numbers count as 2). 
Maximum 4 lines (2 each side). We aim at retumof-post service. We also manufacture 
unengraved Regulation “naval issue” Calls at £8.95 and standard chains at £3.99. Postage 
£1.10. Special discounts for R.N. Associations. Cadet Units, Sea-Scout Troops and clubs on 
application. Credit cards accepted. 

Dept. NN, Ferry Works, Ferry Lane 
Shepperton-on-Thames, TW17 9LQ 




Have a go, — have a go, — have a go! ” 


HM HI Drafty // Clanky’s come? ] 





Divers 






it deeper 
more pay! 


If you are interested in becoming a Ship’s Diver, and 
ME ratings are always valued members of such teams, 
then read DC! 157/91 which gives details of how to get 
yourself qualified. Don’t forget — divers do it for more 
money! 



Make someone 
pleased you read 
this ad today 

^Tour choice of flowers, 
Xfresh-cut in Guernsey, 
flown direct from the grower 
in handsome white 
presentation boxes to any 
address in Great Britain 
with your personal 
message . 

Sovereign Flowers are 
available all year round. 


' TICK BOX 

l □ Single Red Rose £6.00 
(□ 1 doz Red Roses £16.10 
[ □ 2 doz Red Roses £24.05 
(□ 1 doz Mixed Roses £15.50 




□ 10 Pink Carnations £11.90 


□ 10 Mixed Carnations £11 

□ 20 Mixed Carnations £15. 

□ 20 Freesias £13.15 

□ 40 Freesias £18 50 

□ De Luxe Mixture £21 40 


YOUR NAME & ADDRESS (block capitals) 


RECIPIENTS NAME & ADDRESS: 


m 


Delivery required by (date): 
(Not Monday) 


1 enclose Cheque/Postal Order tor /-> 
or debit my Credit Card No: _t. 


Send to address below. Also 24 hr. Answerphone. 
For more than one order use separate sheet of paper 

to 



Sovereign Flying Florist 


LA CHAUMETTE NURSERY, FOREST, GUERNSEY, C.l. 
Tel. International to UK PLUS 0481 64174 
|_Telex. 4191677 S0VR0S G. Fax. 0481 65250 


X 


Sits vac 

MEM(M) and (L) volunteers 
are required for the following 
billets: Royal Yacht Service, 
Northern Ireland, Falklands (in 
NP2010 and HMS Dumbarton 
Castle) and Local Foreign Ser¬ 
vice in Gibraltar. If you are in¬ 
terested and eligible then make 
yourself known by rendering a 
C240. 

Wish you 
were 
there? 

Are you keen to remain in 
your ship to make that long 
awaited foreign visit? C240s 
are frequently received from 
ratings who wish to extend 
their time at sea to, say, take 
part in an attractive deploy¬ 
ment or visit. Whilst all re¬ 
quests are examined carefully 
and prompt answers given, if 
your relief has already been de¬ 
tailed then almost certainly you 
have left it too late. If you wish 
to extend your time at sea you 
must raise your C240 well in 
advance of your ERD (at least 
6 months) so that it can be con¬ 
sidered before your relief is ear¬ 
marked and possibly commen¬ 
cing PJTs. 


_THE ME TEAM 

Since the last edition of Clanky’s Comer, wheels have been 
rolling leaving the section under new management and fresh faces 

at some of the desks. 

ME Drafting Commander 

— Cdr Mike Phelps 

Ext 2574 

and WO Appointing 

Officer Manager/WO 

— CPOWTR Mike Thompson 

Ext 2152 

Appointing and MEM FSDs 

MEA Drafting Officer 

— Lieut.-Cdr Barrie Bamadier 

Ext 2572 

CCMEA(EL)/CPOMEA(EL)/ 
MEAs under Training 

— CPOMEA John Adams 

Ext 2515 

CCMEA(ML)/CPOMEA(ML) 

— POWTR Daz Bale 

— LWREN WTR Julia Coldman 

Ext 2576 

MEM Drafting Officer 

— Lieut.-Cdr John Fisher 

Ext 2514 

CMEM/POMEM (M/L) 

— POWTR Steve Tuvey 

Ext 2577 

LMEM (M/L) MEACC & LRQC 

— POWTR John Henry 

Ext 2514 

MEM (M/L) 

— POMEM(M) Ray Ankin 

Ext 2578 

LWTR Richard Budd 

WTR Lee Tucker 



Correspondence 

— WREN WTR Lisa Gordon 

Ext 2152 


C240’s two-year 
ADHULL shelf-life 


There is a continuing re¬ 
quirement to train artificers in 
Hull Maintenance in order to 
meet the requirement. Any arti¬ 
ficer who wishes to be consi¬ 
dered for the ADHULL course 
can request it by C240. 

Welding 

pipes 

There is also still a shortage 
of General Service artificers 
qualified as High Duty Pipe 
Welders required to meet the 
commitment for repair of sub¬ 
marines. Senior Rate mechan¬ 
ics with a suitable aptitude may 
also now be accepted for 
HDPW training. Any artificer 
or SR mechanic (particularly 
mechanics with ADPIPE) who 
is at all interested in obtaining 
this very worthwhile qualifica¬ 
tion should contact the MEA 
drafting section for further de¬ 
tails or apply for the course by 
C240. 


Just occasionally, when one 
of our customers receives a 
Draft Order with IP RE printed 
in the relevant box, indicating 
the new draft to be the first pre¬ 
ference of the person con¬ 
cerned, Drafty hears the cry 
“That was not my first prefer¬ 
ence — it certainly is not what I 
asked for!” On a Draft Order a 
draft is identified as ‘1PRE’ or 
‘NPRE’ indicating that it is 
either the first preference of the 
rating concerned or that it is 
non-preference. This is based 
on the latest statement of an 
individual’s preferences prior 
to the issue of a draft order. 

You must remember that in 
addition to your Drafting Pre¬ 
ference Form (DPF) you may 
have requested a particular 
draft or course by rendering a 
Form C240. A record of this 
C240 is kept on the computer 
and remains valid for 2 years. 
Therefore the source of vour 
1PRE draft could come from 
either your DPF or perhaps a 
long forgotten C240. 

The moral is, as ever, to en¬ 
sure that the information 
Drafty has, is valid and is up to 
date at all times. 
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Built as a standard Leander class frigate in 1967, HMS Andromeda (above) entered Devonport 
Dockyard in October 1977 for a major conversion, the principal feature of which was a completely 
new outfit of weapons and electronics. Completed in 1980, this task saw the Andromeda emerge 
as one of the most complex and powerful ships of her class, bristling with weaponry and packed 
with electronic equipment. 


Andromeda 


Leander refitt 

JUST out of a 17 month, £2 5m refit at Rosyth Royal Dockyard, HMS Andromeda 
will, from June next year, be maintained in a state of reduced readiness, it has been 
announced. The move comes in the light of the reduced threat on the international 
scene. 


FACTS & 
FIGURES 


Motto: Unfettered. Pen¬ 
nant no: F57. Laid 
down: May 25 1966. 
Launched: May 24 1967. 
Commissioned: Decem¬ 
ber 2 1968. Displace¬ 
ment: 3,200 tons. 
Length: 372 ft. Beam: 43 
ft. Ship’s company: 20 
officers, 200 ratings. 
Range: 4,000 miles at 
15 knots. 


But the Andromeda, 
which will be berthed at 
Portsmouth, will be kept 
ready to be reactivated in 
time of tension or conflict. 
In the meantime, she has a 
busy programme ahead. 

Since her rededication the 
ship has been engaged on trials 
and Basic Operational Sea 
Training at Portland; these suc¬ 
cessfully completed, she is to 
join the Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic for a five month de¬ 
ployment to the Baltic and the 
Mediterranean. 

HMS Andromeda is the last 
Leander frigate to be refitted 
and was the last Leander to be 
built at Portsmouth in 1967. 
She played a significant part in 
the Cod War and in the evacua¬ 
tion of Britons caught up in the 
troubles in Cyprus. In 1978 she 
underwent a major weapon up¬ 
grade in Devonport, when she 
was fitted with the Seawolf 
anti-aircraft and anti-missile 
weapon system. 

In May 1982 the Andromeda 
formed part of the Task Force 
sent to retake the Falkland Is¬ 
lands. She was to play a vital 
role, providing close-in weapon 
support for the aircraft carrier 
HMS Invincible and for the re¬ 
supply groups operating in San 
Carlos Water. 

HMS Andromeda was the 
first warship into Port Stanley 


Harbour after the fall of the Ar¬ 
gentine garrison. 

Primarily intended as an 
anti-submarine frigate, HMS 
Andromeda is fitted with two 
triple, deck-mounted torpedo 
tubes which deliver anti-sub¬ 
marine homing torpedoes at re¬ 
latively close range. 

Her Lynx helicopter can also 
carry homing torpedoes or 
depth charges for long range at¬ 
tacks. The aircraft is also able 
to undertake anti-surface, re¬ 
connaissance and search and 
rescue work. 

As well as the Seawolf sys¬ 
tem, the frigate is armed with 
Exocet surface-to-surface guid¬ 
ed missiles, four light anti-air¬ 
craft cannons and various chaff 
decoy systems. 

An advanced, integrated sys¬ 
tem of radar, sonar, communi¬ 
cations and electronic counter¬ 
measures equipment supplies 
continuous data on targets to 
the ship’s action information 
organisation. 

Capable of nearly 30 knots, 
HMS Andromeda is powered 
by two controlled superheated 
boilers, which drive turbines to 
two shafts, each producing 
30,000 shp. Her two diesel gen¬ 
erators and two turbo alterna¬ 
tors together provide power for 
all her weapon, radar and do¬ 
mestic systems. 


The Royal Navy Concession Purchase 


Ship or shore based, overseas or in the UK: If you are considering a new car, 
Tax Free for export or UK Tax Paid for use in Britain you could be on the 
way to owning a prestigious new Rover at well below UK List Price. 
There will be a big saving from the Rover/SC F concession. 


• Expert advice and test drive 

• Delivery where you want it - shipping arranged 

• Flexible finance — tailored to suit you (subject to status) 

• Used car disposal facility 

• Wide spread after sales care network 

• Fast efficient mail order system. 


For the full story — call us now or send the coupon for 
your full colour Rovcr/SCE information pack. 


lNN/7/92 

Name:_ 


Titlc/Rank: 


Address:. 


lei Dav: _ 


Car tor use in (country): 


lei live.:_ 

Date Required. 


I am interested in Mini Q Metro Q Maestro Q] MontegoSaloon/Iistate Q Rover 200Series f~~! 
Rover 4(H) Series Q Rover 8(H) Series I : asthack/SaUx>n Q I .and Rover Defender | | 

Land Rover Discovery □ Range Rover □ TAX FKIili IX>R I-XIH)RT □ LAX PAID IX>R l k l SI! □ | 
j_Post to SCL Ltd, FRIiliPOST, Faringdon, Dxon SN7 5RR (No stamp required if mailed in I k or IJF'iX)). 


BATTLESHIP 
CLAIMED BY 
CARIBBEAN 
HURRICANE 


THE present HMS Androm¬ 
eda, first of the Batch 3 
broad beam Leanders to 
be built, is the latest in a 
line of Royal Navy ships to 
bear the name of the 
daughter of Cepheus, King 
of Ethiopia. 

Greek legend has it that An¬ 
dromeda was chained to a 
rock as a sacrifice to a sea 
monster. At the last moment 
she was saved by Perseus, 
whom she married. When she 
died, Perseus turned her into 
a brilliant star. 

The first HMS Andromeda, a 
sixth rate, was launched in 
1777 and saw action a year 
later in the Battle of Ushant. 
She also served at the Battle 
of Cape St. Vincent. She was 
lost with all hands in a hurri¬ 
cane off Martinique in 1780. 

A fifth rate of 32 guns fol¬ 
lowed in 1784 and an Ameri¬ 
can sixth rate, the Hannibal, 
was captured in 1812 and ren¬ 
amed. Another fifth rate, this 
time of 46 guns, was built in 
Bombay Dockyard and 


launched in 1829. She was 
sold in 1863. 

While this ship had been 
under construction, a sixth 
rate was laid down in Dept¬ 
ford. She was to have named 
Andromeda but the Admiralty 
changed this to Nimrod in 
1827. 

Three other Andromedas 
were a trawler hired 1917-19, 
a tug in service 1942-45 and 
another tug, requisitioned in 
1941 for minesweeping duties 
and sunk in an air attack on 
Malta in 1942. 

The largest HMS Androme¬ 
da was an 11,000 ton first 
class protected cruiser built 
at Pembroke Dock and 
launched in 1897. She carried 
16 six inch guns and numer¬ 
ous smaller ones. The ship 
saw service in the Mediterran¬ 
ean, Indian Ocean and on the 
China Station, and served as 
a depot ship from 1910 to 
1955. 

• Battle honours: St Vin¬ 
cent 1780 and Falkland Is¬ 
lands 1982. 


POSTCARDS of Ships of the Roy¬ 
al Nevy are obtainable at 60p 
each (minimum order £1.80) from 
Navy New*, HMS Nelson, Ports¬ 
mouth POI 3HH. An order for 12 
cards is priced at £6.50 and a 
standing order for the supply of 
each of 12 cards on publication 
can be arranged on receipt of 
£10/foraign £11.50. Prices include 
.postage and packing, and post- 
, cards will be despatched on re¬ 
ceipt of stamps, postal order or 
.cheque. No postcards are 
stocked of ships which paid off 
'before 1956. 


ROVER 


THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE PLAN 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 
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^-ASK HIM.' 



'OW MUCH TIME 'AVE 
YOO DONE AT SEA CHIEF? 


TVE PASSED MORE 
Liwr’ousEs m/ 
YOU HA UE imFRC 
CONES SOMSHtNE. 


SUmey.'HW 

MILLION?. 


ITS ftJSSlSf 





He mwt Be 

'A MlUJON years 
OH>. 




Letters 


Fair crack 
in practice 

for medics 

WHILE congratulating the powers that be for this new era of sexual equality and 
equal opportunities, I have a couple of queries concerning the Medical Branch. 

tion”, and all I ask is for a fair which is considered as fair as 


The fairer members of 
the branch now serve at sea 
after completing the same 
training, passing the same 
exams, and qualifying for 
advancement in the same 
manner as their male coun¬ 
terparts. So why are they on 
a different roster for ad¬ 
vancement to Leading Rate 
and Petty Officer? 

If male, 94 points are re¬ 
quired, meaning a wait of at 
least three years from passing 
the PPE to the issue of a B13. 
However, an LMA(Q) need 
wait only 12 months before her 
B13 for PO. 

This discrepancy intrigues 
me for, as far as I know, there is 
no male/female differentiation 
in billets apart from ships 
where no WRNS are borne. 
Some MA(Q)s have exercised 
their option of staying 
shoreside. 

This is not a sexist tirade. I 
am just trying to point out 
equality is a double-edged 
sword, and ask whether I can 
transfer to the QARNNS or is 
it as J. M. Barrie wrote in “The 
Admirable Crichton”: “His 
Lordship may compel us to be 
equal upstairs, but there will 
never be equality in the ser¬ 
vants’ hall.” 

Discrimination is wrong, in¬ 
cluding “positive discrimina- 


crack of the whip. — P. Burns. 
LMA. RN Air Medical School, 
HMS Daedalus. 

HMS Centurion said that 
although male and female MAs 
carry out virtually the same 
training and undergo the same 
professional qualifying courses, 
they are in separate Services 
and therefore on separate ad¬ 
vancement rosters. 

“Despite this, and the fact 
that the POMA(Q)s roster is ef¬ 
fectively dry, LMA(Q)s are not 
being advanced to POMA(Q) 
any quicker (or slower) than 
their male counterparts. 

“In theory the first PO- 
MA(Q)s could have appeared 
in March this year when some 
LMA(Q)s qualified in all re¬ 
spects for advancement on a 
dry roster. In practice though, 
and in an effort to be fair to 
both sexes, the women at the 
top of the POMA(Q) roster will 
not be advanced until their 
basic dates (BD) are the same 
as their male counterparts at 
the top of the POMA roster. 

“For example, if the LMA(Q) 
at the top of her roster had a 
BD of, say April 1 1991, she 
will in effect be “held back” for 
advancement until the man at 
the top of his roster also has a 
BD of April 1 1991. The rosters 
are therefore separate as the 
writer correctly states, but in 
practice they are run in parallel 


the system allows. 

“With regard to the question 
concerning transfer to the 
QARNNS, anyone can apply to 
transfer through normal Ser¬ 
vice channels providing man¬ 
ning clearance is given (for the 
transfer out) and there are va¬ 
cancies available at the time 
(for the transfer in). 

“Although it could be con¬ 
strued as discrimination, male 
transfers to the QARNNS are 
not expected to wear the identi¬ 
cal uniform as their female 
counterparts!” 


Aisne and 
Aberdeen 

REGARDING the Freedom 
of the City of Aberdeen being 
granted to HMS Scylla (May 
edition) and it being believed 
to be the first such honour giv¬ 
en to an RN ship by a Scottish 
city, I am sure the Freedom of 
Aberdeen was granted to HMS 
Aisne. 

I joined the Aisne as a boy 
seaman straight from training 
in HMS St. Vincent in June 
1955 at Aberdeen. 

I would like to hear from 
anyone who served in her from 
1955-1957 and also anyone 
who served in HMS Grenville, 
Captain “F” of the Portland 
Squadron 1957-58; and in 
HMS Puma 1958 to Sept. 1959. 

I would particularly like to 
contact A. J. De’Ath who 
joined the Aisne with me, and 
Donald Parks who served in 
the Grenville. — E. T. H. 
Saunders. Ex-AB. Esperanza, 
Whitehall, Watchet, Somerset, 
TA23 OBD. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent’s name and address , 
not necessarily for 
publication . 


Hard tops were 
plane-proof 

FULL marks to the magnificent response of HMS Ark 
Royal’s crew when the practice bomb penetrated the carrier’s 
deck. 
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However, I recall how the 
British Pacific Fleet carrier 
HMS Indefatigable was the first 
of many Fleet carriers to be hit 
by a Kamikaze. To the surprise 
of our American allies (who 
had lost many carriers with ap¬ 
palling casualties through Ka¬ 
mikazes penetrating their flight 
decks), our ships with ar¬ 
moured flight decks prevented 
the suicide bombers penetrat¬ 
ing them, and ships were opera¬ 
tional again within the hour. 

At the time of the HMS Inde¬ 


fatigable Association’s first 
reunion in 1989 Prince Philip, 
who served in the BPF, re¬ 
called watching as the carrier 
was hit by the Kamikaze. 

He wrote, “Our USN Liaison 
Officer was sure she was done 
for and could hardly believe his 
eyes when part of the watch ap¬ 
peared on the flight deck and 
swept the remains over the 
side”. — G. Purnell. Lieu- 
t(retd). Ex-HMS Indefatigable. 
Sutton Coldfield, West 
Midlands. 


More noses 
rubbed in 
the trough 


FURTHER to the letter (May) concerning the “pen¬ 
sions trough”, may I quote from my experience? 


1JM 


I left the Service in 1969 
as a CERA having com¬ 
pleted 24 years service, 22 
years reckonable for pen¬ 
sion. I therefore have first¬ 
hand experience of the 
“pension trough” so graphi¬ 
cally illustrated by your cor¬ 
respondent ex-CPO R. 
Potter. 

Anticipating the effects of a 
pension frozen for 15 years and 
aggravated by rising inflation, I 
sought, on leaving the Service, 
to transfer my pensionable 
years to the excellent superan¬ 
nuation scheme provided by 
my new employer. Had I been 
an Admiralty civilian employee 
this would have been possible. 
However, as a uniformed em¬ 
ployee, to use MOD’s ineffable 
jargon, “It was concluded that 
it was not practicable to do so.” 

The effect of this decision? 
£7,000 per annum less in pen¬ 
sion and a lump sum £30,000 
less than I would have enjoyed 
from June 30 1992, when I re¬ 
tire from my employer’s 
service. 

Your readers may well ima¬ 
gine my feelings when I remar¬ 
ried in 1990, six years after the 
death of my first wife, to be 
advised by MOD that, since I 
left the Service before 1978, my 
wife did not qualify for any 
pension in respect of my ser¬ 
vice in the RN. 

There is no doubt that the 
MOD can render, in their 
terms, an accurate factual 
account of how these situations 
arise. It does not, however, ad¬ 
dress the issue of “fairness of 
treatment” nor the enduring 
sense of grievance that blights 
many ex-Service pensioners’ 
pride in half a lifetime of exem¬ 
plary service in the Royal 
Navy. 

Thank you for the therapeu¬ 
tic benefit you afford in reduc¬ 
ing my blood pressure and an¬ 


gina by receiving this letter! — 
O. C. Gray, MBE. Linlithgow, 
West Lothian. 

□ □ □ 

CONCERNING the “pen¬ 
sion trough” affecting person¬ 
nel who retired during 1976-78, 
during that period Service pay 
increases were not incorporated 
into the basic salary but were 
awarded as supplements. Sup¬ 
plements were not considered 
when retired pay or pensions 
were calculated. 

Subsequently, the supple¬ 
ments were absorbed into basic 
pay, but this was too late for 
those who had already retired 
and the Ministry has refused to, 
remedy the situation. 

One of the main reasons giv¬ 
en for this refusal was that 
there would be repercussions 
involving all public service 
pensions awarded during the 
pay restraint period and that 
the problem was not limited to 
the Services. 

However, a colleague who re¬ 
tired from the Avon Constabu¬ 
lary during that period informs 
me that the Police pensions 
have, in fact, been adjusted to 
eliminate the 1976-78 trough. 

If this is so, then there is a 
good case for reconsideration 
of the Service pensions affected 
by the restraints of that period. 
— A. J. Freeborn. Wg. Cdr, 
RAF (retd). Dartmouth, 
Devon. 

□ □ □ 

I agree completely with Ex- 
CPO R. Potter (May). 

I predicted the situation in a 
letter to Navy News in Decem¬ 
ber 1977, but at time of writing 
didn’t realise how much it was 
going to cost the ’76-78 pen¬ 
sioners (£l,000-£ 1,500 a year 
in my case) for the rest of our 
lives. Quite a substantial 
amount by any reckoning. This 
surely cannot be fair. — Don 
Caleb. Ex-CMEM. Leeds. 



Gun I 


Ref the article on HMS Minerva last month, the six-inch gun 
being fitted was originally on HMS Delhi and apparently trans¬ 
ferred to HMS Royal Sovereign (pictured above), which was a 
29,000 ton battleship, not a cruiser. — T. G. Adams, Laken- 
heath, Suffolk. 


Memorial not just to the dead —i 


OVER the past six months there has been much pub¬ 
lished about Crystal Palace and the Royal Naval Divis¬ 
ion. May I correct some statements and confirm others? 

The RND memorial in Greenwich College is a memorial to the 
division and in no way commemorates the RNVR. The comme¬ 
morative trophy in Crystal Palace is unique because it is the only 
memorial in the country entirely devoted to the RNVR. 

Its correct title is the RNVR commemorative trophy and it is 
not a memorial to those who died, but commemorates all men of 
the RNVR who passed through Crystal Palace in 1914-18. A 
large number went into the RND, some went to the RNAS, and 
the rest went to the Fleet, being mainly stokers and signalmen. 

Kings Colour Drake Battalion is in the custody of London 


Division RNR; Anson Battalion in Glasgow Cathedral; and 
Hawk and Hood Battalions in St. Nicholas Cathedral, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. A colour was given to the RM at Chatham. I do not 
know which battalion but would assume either Howe or Nelson. 

In London Division they have a drum known as Drake’s 
Drum, but not the Drake’s Drum, which can be found in HMS 
Drake. I think it may be a drum used in the RND Band, but am 
unable to find its true origin. London Division also has three 
silver commemorative bugles to draw battalions. 

Finally, may I mention the parade and rededication of the 
RNVR Trophy which was arranged for Crystal Palace last 
month. — D. W. Haslam. Hon. sec, RNVR & RNR (London 
Division) Old Hands Association. Wivenhoe, Essex. 
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High and 
low rates 


REGARDING the item about closure of HMS St. Vincent (Furse 
House), you might be interested in this picture, found in an old 
album, which was taken in June 1927 when some boys came 
from HMS Ganges to open the barracks at HMS St. Vincent at 
Gosport. 

Shown are Lofty Mitchell and Titch Judd, both the same age 
— but not the same height! 

If any of my old mates see this, could they get in touch? — 
George W. Reid, 16, Calder Road, Edinburgh, EH11 3PE, 
Scotland. 


Longlife 

shorts 

AT the recent HMS Royal Ar¬ 
thur Association reunion four 
members discovered during the 
course of a casual conversation 
that they were all regularly 
using shoe cleaning brushes is¬ 
sued to them at Skegness dur¬ 
ing the 1940-42 period. One of 
them was still using a shaving 
brush issued at the same time! 

Incidentally, I have a pair of 
Combined Operations shorts 
issued to me at Bombay in 
1943 while attached to HMS 
Braganza which I should be de¬ 
lighted to donate to any naval 
museum who might be interes¬ 
ted. - G. Pedrick. Silver Leys, 
14 Atwood, Little Bookham, 
Near Leatherhead, Surrey. 

Ironclad 

first 

THE “Fifty Years On” column 
(May) says of Operation Iron¬ 
clad (May 6-7 1942): “Two 
French destroyers and one sub¬ 
marine sunk by aircraft and 
one submarine sunk by 
destroyers.” 

Maybe one destroyer (sloop 
or corvette) was sunk by air¬ 
craft, but one was credited to 
the Bombardment Unit that 
called for fire from HMS 
Laforey. 

This was the First operational 
shoot carried out by the Bom¬ 
bardment units, comprising a 
Captain Royal Artillery, a 
Leading Telegraphist, a Teleg¬ 
raphist and a Signalman Fall 


details are in the book “Soldier 
Sailor.” — W. H. Bradshaw, 
DSM. Scarborough, N. Yorks. 

Handled 
with care 

MAY I express the heartfelt 
thanks of our family to the 
Royal Navy for the caring, con¬ 
siderate manner it carried out 
the committal of the ashes of 
my late father (Jerry England) 
to the sea. I cannot praise too 
highly the kindness shown by 
the chaplain, Peter Scott, and 
the crew of CINC barge. 

I would also like to thank 
shipmates of Swindon RNA for 
their attendance. 

It is gratifying to realise that 
even in times of cutbacks and 
changes, the Royal Navy still 
takes time to care. — Angela J. 
Whitbread. Elson, Gosport. 

Leadership 

classic 

MAY I suggest that the excel¬ 
lent book “One Hundred 
Days” just written by Admiral 
Sandy Woodward be made 
compulsory reading for all stu¬ 
dents at the Navy’s Leadership 
School, either HMS Royal Ar¬ 
thur, or at Whale Island when it 
moves? 

As an ex-student, instructor 
and course officer at Royal Ar¬ 
thur I found the book had tre¬ 
mendous insight into the mind 
of a leader and his associated 
problems. — K. Furniss. Ex- 
WOfAH'* Corsham, Wilts. 
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Wherever you are in the world, you could be on the way to owning a 
Discovery from Land Rover ot well below List Price. 
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DISCOVERY 


SOMETHING TO WRITE HOME ABOUT. 


Bell tolls for Malta’s 


MICHAEL Sandle’s magnificent 
Siege Bell, commemorating the 
7,000 servicemen — 1,676 of 
them were submariners — and ci¬ 
vilians who died in the defence of 
Malta in the Second World War, 
was sounded by The Queen, pay¬ 
ing her first visit there for 25 
years. 

Fifty feet high, the bell tower domi¬ 
nates the entrance to Grand Harbour. 
The bell itself has “a deep, pure 
tone,” Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Lewin, Chairman of the George Cross 
Island Association, reported. 

The Royal Naval Museum staged an 
exhibition on Operation Pedestal, the 
battered convoy that rescued the is¬ 
land from starvation in August 1942, in 
the Maritime Museum at Vittoriosa. It 
returns to Portsmouth this month. 

# Right — (left to right) Lord Lewin, 
The Duke of Edinburgh, The Queen, 
the President of Malta, Dr Vincent Ta- 
bone and his wife, and Archbishop Jo¬ 
seph Mercieca at the dedication 
ceremony. 

# Below — HMY Britannia enters 
Grand Harbour escorted by HMS 
Battleaxe. 

Pictures — Emanuel Galea 
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Options 




tfNo peace 
dividend 


from smaller 




Gates Open 10*30 

. Admission £5 00 per Adult £2 00 per Child (over 5) 
£2 00 OAPs & Children under 5 FREE 


No dogs allowed on the airfield 

For further Information Tat lO/OSI SSI776 


•FONA 


• Before returning to Holland to be decommissioned, HNLMS Potvis arrived at Dartmouth for a five-day visit hosted by Britannia 
Royal Naval College. On leaving, the boat was painted red, white and blue, with the tail of a whale (Potvis in Dutch) illustrated on the 
conning tower to mark her final entry into her home port. 


In his annual review of the 
state of the world’s navies, edi¬ 
tor Capt. Richard Sharpe says 
the Mediterranean appears in¬ 
creasingly unstable, with vio¬ 
lence spreading in the Balkans 
and militant Muslim factions 
growing stronger in countries 
along the North African coast¬ 
line. The recent formation of a 
permanent NATO Standing 


WITH the Gareloch provid¬ 
ing a perfect backdrop 
HMS Unseen, second of 
the Upholder class, is pic¬ 
tured approaching the 
Clyde Submarine Base, 
Faslane. The completion, 
later this year, of the last 
of the class, HMS Unicorn, 
marks the first break in at¬ 
tack submarine construc¬ 
tion since 1901. 

Inset HMS Osiris arrives 
at Gosport for the last time 
flying her paying-off pen¬ 
nant, marking 28 years’ 
service. 


ALTHOUGH American and many Western European 
navies are suffering from severe cutbacks, coun¬ 
tries in the Middle East, Southern Asia and around 
China have neither declared a peace dividend nor 
shown any interest in reducing the steady build-up 
of maritime forces, says the foreword to the new 
edition of Jane’s Fighting Ships. 


Naval Force in the Mediterran¬ 
ean reflected growing inter¬ 
national concern. 

Iran looks likely to become 
the forty-third navy to acquire 
its own submarines and India 
has made nuclear submarine 
development its top naval pri¬ 
ority, he says. As well as in the 
Persian Gulf there are also 
problems in the Gulf of Aden, 
the Malacca Straits and in the 
China Seas. 

Submarine 

defences 

Capt. Sharpe says that de¬ 
pendence on the US Navy, its 
communications, intelligence, 
sealift and layered air and sub¬ 
marine defences is now an in¬ 
grained part of Western and 
Japanese maritime defence 
culture. 

Deprived of its superpower 
adversary, the only force native 
Americans had cause to fear, 
there is less obvious reason why 
the United States should con¬ 
tinue to pay the bills for the 
regional maritime defence of 
the competitive economies of 
the European Community, or 
Japan, or anyone else. 

He says the review must be 
read in the light of the effect 
that events of the last year have 
had — and will have — on both 
the world’s great navies: “the 
Russian bear maimed and sulk¬ 


ing in its lair but still a formi¬ 
dable force, and the American 
eagle with wings clipped and in 
danger of being increasingly 
confined to its nest, thereby al¬ 
lowing the smaller predators 
greater freedom of manoeu¬ 
vre.” 

In the United Kingdom sec¬ 
tion, he says that since 1979 the 
Royal Navy has fought a war in 
the South Atlantic, conducted 
continuous patrols in the Gulf 
for the last 11 years (rising to a 
crescendo in 1990-91 and still 
continuing at a lower level), 
cleared mines in the Gulf and 
Red Sea and maintained 
almost constant patrols in the 
Caribbean, South Atlantic, 
Hong Kong and as part of 
NATO’s Standing Naval 
Forces. 

It has also maintained a sea¬ 
borne strategic deterrent. 

“During that same decade 
destroyer and frigate numbers 
have been reduced by 42 per 
cent and submarines by 57 per 
cent, with further cutbacks still 


to come as the final part of the 
Options for Change salami slic¬ 
ing exercise is worked through 
in the next couple of years.” 

Completion later this year of 
the last of the Upholder class 
would see the first break in at¬ 
tack submarine construction 
since the first Holland boat was 
launched in 1901. 

On the weapons systems side 
there is good progress in naval 
aircraft updates and replace¬ 
ments, and better radars, so¬ 
nars and electronic warfare 
equipment entering service. 
Advances in new weapons are 
less impressive, he says. 

Multinational 

forces 

In his conclusion, Capt. 
Sharpe says that rapid reaction 
forces of a multinational nature 
are going to be essential in an 
uncertain and unstable inter¬ 
national climate in which in¬ 
creasingly the authority of the 
United Nations is necessary if 


public support is to be guaran¬ 
teed. 

But once the force is de¬ 
spatched it must have clear and 
decisive political and militaiy 
leadership so that rapid deci¬ 
sions can be made and the con¬ 
fidence of those doing the fight¬ 
ing, and risking their lives, is 
sustained. 

“Furthermore, those same 
people need to believe in the 
relevance of the cause to their 
own and their country’s inter¬ 
est, and in the chain of com¬ 
mand controlling their lives. A 
strong sense of identity is 
indispensible.” 

0 The 1992-93 edition of 
Jane’s Fighting Ships remains a 
comprehensive and indispensi¬ 
ble guide to the world’s navies. 
This 95th edition has more 
than 1,200 new photographs 
and line drawings, as well as 
thousands of additional or 
amended specifications and op¬ 
erational details. It is published 
by Jane’s Information Group at 
£135. 




-Carpets- 


Tel: Titchfield 

( 0329 ) 846372 


Special Discounts 
to all HM Forces 

HALL, STAIRS, LANDING OR 
LOUNGE FROM £1 P.W. 

WHOLE HOUSE FROM £2 P.W. 

NO DEPOSIT — 5 years to pay! 

WE BEAT ANY PRICE ON CARPETS 
including fitting and underlay 

SAMPLES BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME 
Carpets from stock fitted within 48hrs. 
FREE QUOTES 25yrs. EST. 


3-PIECE SUITES, CURTAINS, BLINDS ALSO AVAILABLE 


DrAIR DAY 

SAT 11th JULY* HMS DAEDALUS 

LEE ON SOLENT • HANTS 
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Jersey is the cream of the island 


TAKING time off from her fishery protection 
patrol of the South Western Approaches is the Is¬ 
land class patrol vessel HMS Jersey seen here visit¬ 
ing her affiliated town of St. Helier on the island of 
Jersey. 

The ship arrived in port in time to help celebrate the 
48th Liberation Day which commemorates the liberation 
of the Channel Islands from German occupation during 
the Second World War. 

HMS Jersey’s busy three-day visit began with a cocktail party 
for local dignitaries organised by the ship’s officers. 

The following day the Lieutenant Governor of the island, Air 
Vice-Marshal Sir John Sutton, was welcomed on board to in¬ 
spect divisions and to present RPO Stephen Lamb with his Long 
Service and Good Conduct medal. 

The ship’s company then spent the remainder of their stay 
sampling some of the island’s warm hospitality. 

HMS Jersey is now back on patrol in Area West and before she 
returns to her home port of Rosylh she has an LSP in Gibraltar 
and a visit to La Pallice. 

Victory services 
with a smile 

AT A TIME of high-priced and sometimes busy hotels in London, 
the Victory Services Club can usually offer overnight accommo¬ 
dation, with reasonably-priced meals and a friendly club 
atmosphere. 

One of the oldest-established Services clubs in the world, it 
was founded in the City of London in 1907 as the Veterans Club 
and moved to Holborn after the First World War, changing its 
name to the Victory Ex-Services Club. At that time membership 
was about 2,000 but it was realised that if it was to fulfil its 
purpose fully larger premises were needed. 

A successful appeal, launched by the Lord Mayor of London, 
enabled a long lease at the present location in Seymour Street, 
Marble Arch, in 1948. A memorial wing was completed in 1956 to 
allow further expansion, and in 1970 the status was altered from 
ex-Services to a Services Club. 

Today membership exceeds 42,000, and special consideration 
is given to widows and widowers of Service people and to those 
less fortunate members, through a benevolent fund. 

The club has spent £1 million on improvements in the last five 
years and the programme continues. Generous help from Service 
benevolent funds has made much work possible, including facili¬ 
ties for the disabled. Loans from non-public funds of the Services 
have greatly assisted many other maintenance and improvement 
features. 

Apart from normal day-to-day hotel services, the club offers a 
variety of rooms for conferences, banquets and private dinners. 
There is bedroom accommodation for some 300 members. Appli¬ 
cation forms to join are available from: Membership Secretary, 
Victory Services Club, 67-79 Seymour Street, London, W2 2HF 
(071-723-4474). 



Missing 

trophy 

A TREASURED trophy for the 
last 35 years of Capt. S. W. 
Malins has been the bell of the 
Bangor-class minesweeper 
HMS Bridlington, his first 
command as a lieutenant in 
1940. 

Now, from an address in Sus¬ 
sex, the bell has gone absent 
without leave, says Mr Hugh 
Malins, son of Capt. Malins, 
whose wartime career brought 
him the DSO, DSC and Bar. 

Any information would be 
welcome on 0424 830262. 


Ships put on a 
show at Rosyth 


DUKE MEETS UP 
WITH THE KING 



FOLLOWING a successful visit to the 
Pool of London HMS Argyll deployed for 
tropical trials, visiting Lisbon for the 25th 
anniversary of Iberlant and Gibraltar, be¬ 
fore carrying on southwards. 

From Dakar, which provided her ship’s 
company with an insight into this exotic 
part of old French colonial Africa, the 
Type 23 frigate continued to the Bight of 
Begin where sea and air temperatures 
were greater than 30 degrees 
centigrade. 

These excesses, combined with high 
humidity, tested the machinery, services, 
weapons and sensors to the utmost. 

After two weeks in the Bight the ship 
crossed the Equator on the way down to 
Ascension Island and King Neptune took 


the opportunity to meet the first of the 
Dukes along with many of the ship’s 
company and, as can be seen by the 
photo, he clearly found favour! 

Ascension marked the changeover 
point for the trials teams and during the 
break the ship’s company enjoyed the 
sunshine, beaches and excellent hospi¬ 
tality of the Exiles Club. 

An exped from the frigate tackled 
Green Mountain and during a two-hour 
climb they made their way through euca¬ 
lyptus groves, meadows and dense bam¬ 
boo forest. 

HMS Argyll’s long passage north saw 
an extensive mutual interference trial 
and, following a stop at Madeira, first of 
class gearing trials before finally return¬ 
ing home to Devonport. 


ROSYTH naval base 
played host to 15 ships 
during Navy Days in 
May, providing a week¬ 
end of thrills for visitors 
and families. 

Destroyers, frigates 
and mine countermea¬ 
sures vessels from the 
UK, Europe and North 
America were open to 
the public, including 
Gulf veterans Argus, 
the Royal Fleet Auxilia¬ 
ry vessel which acted 
as a hospital ship dur¬ 
ing the conflict, and the 
Hunt Class mine 
counter-measures ves¬ 
sels HM ships Ledbury, 
Dulverton and Brock- 
lesby. 

Other attractions in¬ 
cluded a flying display 
by a Sea Harrier and 
Sea King, Lynx and 
VNessex heWcoplets, 
boat trips for visitors, a 
gymnastics display, un¬ 
armed combat demon¬ 
strations by the Royal 
Marines and a display 

by the Royal Navy 

Clearance Diving Team. 

Music was provided 
by the Ministry of De¬ 
fence Police Pipe Band, 
the Sea Cadet Corps 
Band and the Royal 
Marines Band of Flag 
Officer Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

Navy Days in Ports¬ 
mouth will be held on 
August 29, 30 and 31. 



• Above: The Scotland and Northern Ireland Clearance Div¬ 
ing Unit entertain the crowds at Rosyth naval base with their 
diving display. 


The Citadel returns 

WORK is well under way on the re-creation of the Citadel, the Second World War Western Approaches 
Area Command Headquarters, at Derby House, Liverpool. 


The HQ will be re-created as 
it was during the Battle of the 
Atlantic, 1941-43, with all the 
original artifacts put back in 
their place. 

From the Citadel the whole 
of the Allied Atlantic sea war, 
from below the Equator north 


to the Arctic Circle, was 
planned and fought. Convoy 
operations, including tho§e to 
Murmansk and Archangel, 
were also run from the 
headquarters. 

It is intended to have the 
project complete and ready to 


receive visitors in time for the 
planned* three-day conference 
on the Battle of the Atlantic in 
May next year. Plans are ready 
in hand for a fleet of over 40 
warships from all over the 
world to be moored in the 
Mersev. 
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People in the News 




WORKED 
LIKE A 
TROJAN 

FOR HIS outstanding per¬ 
formance as chief diving in¬ 
structor in charge of the 
Royal Navy's Diving 
School at Horsea Island 
near Portsmouth, CPO Bri¬ 
an Tempest, known as 
Troy, has won a Herbert 
Lott Award — and a cheque 
for £150. 

The presentation was made 
by the Commander-in-Chief 


Naval Home Command Ad¬ 
miral Sir John Kerr, who con¬ 
gratulated Troy on his “bound¬ 
less enthusiasm, total 
dedication to work and remar¬ 
kable resourcefulness”. 

Troy, who has twice been 
decorated for service overseas, 
including in the Gulf, is respon¬ 
sible for the general manage¬ 
ment of the Diving School and 
for maintaining training stan¬ 
dards and regulating training 
activities. 


DURING HMS Broad¬ 
sword’s duty in London 
as host ship for the 50th 
anniversary of Malta re¬ 
ceiving the George 
Cross, she was visited by 
her sponsor, Princess 
Alexandra. 

The Princess toured the 
ship and met many 
members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany, including the Piping 
Party (from left) -LS William 
Kennedy, AB Yorkie Gately 
and CCMEA Bob Taylor. 

Other VIP guests to visit 
the frigate were His Excel¬ 
lency Salv Stellini, High 
Commissioner for Malta, and 
Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Lewin. The High Commis¬ 
sioner — pictured right on 
the left — presented the Ad¬ 
miral with a medal recently 
struck by the Maltese 
Government for Servicemen 
who served in the defence 
of Malta during the last war. 


CALM IN CRISIS 

DURING a routine mobile patrol in Plymouth, LReg Steve 
Walters, of Royal Naval Provost Headquarters HMS Drake, 
spotted a car driving erratically and at high speed. He fol¬ 
lowed it and saw the vehicle go out of control on the approach 
to a bend and hit an oncoming car head on. 

Steve radioed for colleagues and police assistance and was 
shortly joined by LReg Billy Calvert and LReg Lonnie Loner- 
gan. Together they helped the injured, detained suspects for 
questioning and generally “held the fort” until the civil police 
arrived. Their actions were commended. 


DON’T SAY GOODBYE 

SAY HELLO. 

If you’re about to leave the Services the prospect of Civvy 
Street could be as daunting as it is exciting. After all, you’ve got 
to resettle, make new friends and generally take on a new life. 

Why not say hello to the Royal British Legion. We can be a 
great help by providing a link with the past and a friendly social 
environment with sporting and recreational facilities for 
people with similar backgrounds to your own. 

In fact, you don’t have to wait until you leave the Forces to 
join because membership’s open to you now. Either way your 
membership will ensure that we’re always there 
to help ex-servicemen and women in need. 

For details of membership or more 
information about the work of The Royal 
British Legion please send off the coupon. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 


Please send me details on 

Becoming a member of The Royal British Legion Q 

The benevolent work of The Royal British Legion Q 

Send to: The General Secretary, Headquarters, The Royal British 

Legion, 48 Pall Mall, London SWI 5JY. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

_Postcode_ 


Going 
down 
in the 
world 

A VISIT to a working coalface 1,000m 
down took a party of sailors from HM 
submarine Superb deeper than they’d 
ever been before. 

The submariners were given a tour of Lit¬ 
tleton Colliery in Staffordshire while they 
were in the county helping their affiliated 
Sea Cadet unit — TS Superb, Stafford — 
build a boatshed. 

TS Superb’s First Lieutenant, Lieut. (SCC) 
Gary Waring, the Mine Safety Officer at Lit¬ 
tleton, arranged the visit. 

Pictured in the foreground are Graeme 
Edge from the mine and Lieut. Mike 
McGinty. Behind them, from left, are CK Bar¬ 
ber, WEM Anderson, RO Warlow, WEM 
Feeney, Lieut. Green, PO Taylor, CPO Toms, 
LStd Johnson, POCK Bramham and SA 
Patterson. 
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“HEW BOY AT 103! 


First of their kind — 

After six months of intensive training at RN air station Culdrose, Wrens Sarah Handley, 
Susan Brown and Kerry Barnard have become the Service’s first female aircraft handlers. 


At the Royal Navy’s School 
of Aircraft Handling they quali¬ 
fied in all aspects of aviation 
firefighting, crash rescue and 
aircraft ground handling. 

The School’s Officer in 


Charge Lieut.-Cdr. George 
Armstrong said the role of the 
aircraft handler was very de¬ 
manding and that the training 
was necessarily physically 
arduous. 


“I am extremely pleased the 
girls have made the grade; each 
has shown great deter¬ 
mination,” he said. 

Picture: LWren Sahara Thomas 


— first of his 


WHO WILL PAY YOUR BILLS 
WHEN YOU GO BACK TO SEA? 


£_ ‘ 4 , .1 HMSNAVY L 


■77. /’v\ 
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WE 
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Welcome Naval Budget 

Q.How does a Welcome Naval Budget Plan Work? 

A. You choose which bills you want to be included in the plan 
e.g electricity, gas, car tax etc, and we do the rest. The Budget 
Plan takes the total cost of these bills for the year and divides 
this amount into manageable monthly payments, payable 

by one allotment. 

Q.How do you apply for a FREE illustration of your 
annual budget? 

A. Phone our hotlines. Portsmouth: 0705 838003 Plymouth: 0752 252077 

Or after 5pm: 0602 817171 

Welcome Budget Services Ltd 

3.4 Wilford Business Park, Ruddington Lane, Wilford, Nottingham NG11 7EP 

Welcome Budget Services Ltd is a wholly owned subsidary of the London and Manchester Group pic. 
With life assurance, pensions and unit trusts amongst its product portfolio the London 
and Manchester Group has over £1.75 billion currently under management 


issl 


Peopje In the Mews IlfMil 


rHISTORY MAtt-i 


LIEUT.-Cdr. Douglas Williams, who 
as a Boy Seamen was one of the last 
to train in sail, has joined St Dun- 
stan’s, the organisation for blinded 
servicemen and women, a week after 
his 103rd birthday. 

He served in the Royal Navy for 43 
years, coming through two world wars 
only to lose the sight in one eye in an 
accident during gunnery trials. 

Douglas joined the family of St Dun- 
stan’s after the sight failed in his other 
eye. Welcoming him to the organisation 
and presenting him with his badge was 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry Leach, 
chairman of St Dunstan’s, who made the 
journey to the centenarian’s home near 
Portsmouth. 

Both gunners, the two men had much 
to chat over before Admiral Leach left 
carrying a gift from Douglas (right in pic¬ 
ture), a book on the Grand Fleet and the 
Battle of Jutland, in which he fought in 
HMS Royal Sovereign. 


NAVAL historian Richard 
Ollard has been awarded 
the Caird Medal by the 
Trustees of the National 
Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich. 

Formerly a senior lectur¬ 
er in history at the Royal 
Naval College, Greenwich, 
Mr Ollard was also a senior 
editor with Collins and is a 
long-serving and influen¬ 
tial member of the Navy 
Records Society Council. 

His published works in¬ 
clude Pepys: A biography 
(1974) and Fisher and Cun¬ 
ningham: A study in the 
Personalities of the Chur¬ 
chill Era (1991). But he is 
perhaps more generally 
known for his book Claren¬ 
don and his Friends (1987). 


Mere touch of 
superiority? 

YOUNG Mark Gamble was left in no doubt of his place in 
the family hierarchy when his nearest and dearest joined him 
at his Passing Out Parade at HMS Raleigh. 


Keen to follow in his father’s 
footsteps, Mark aims to be¬ 
come an artificer. At present, 
though, he’s destined for HMS 
Daedalus to start training in his 
chosen specialisation as an air 
engineering mechanic. 


Mark is pictured with his 
father, Lieut. John Gamble 
(centre) his brother-in-law Sub- 
Lieut. Ben Gunn and his sister, 
POWren Mandy Gunn, all 
serving in Portsmouth. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Andy White 


WHILE there’s been plenty of news about former male-only 
bastions in the Royal Navy tumbling, less has been reported 
on the fall of female-only strongholds — but equality is a two 
way process. 


Lieut. Steve Walker, for ex¬ 
ample, has become the Ser¬ 
vice’s first male Personnel 
Selection Officer. He joined the 
Navy as an Instructor Officer 
and his first appointment was 
to HMS Raleigh as a New 
Entry Instructor. 

He said his present job as 
PSO at Raleigh particularly ap¬ 
pealed to him as it gave him the 
opportunity to work and mix 
with young people in both for¬ 
mal and informal situations. As 
a former secondary school 
teacher, he valued that contact. 


Since completing his PSO 
course in interviewing techni¬ 
ques and psychometric testing 
with the Senior Psychologist 
(Naval) in London, Steve’s 
tasks have ranged from advis¬ 
ing ratings on their prospects of 
future branch transfers to ad¬ 
venture training on Dartmoor. 

On the wider scale, the PSO’s 
function at HMS Raleigh is to 
validate and quantify previous 
selection procedures, while at 
the same time identifying weak 
trainees and making predic¬ 
tions on training potential. 


SQUADRON HIGHS 

THEY’RE doing fine at 819 ... LACMN Alan Mullins 
made a clean sweep of the training awards at HMS 
Gannet when he won the Ian Marchant Trophy as best 

S e sonics operator as well as the Vickers Trophy 
skill with active sonar. 


At the same time Lieut. 
Stephen Pitcher was award- 
Kemsley Trophy as 
on the anti-subma- 
fiying train- 


They received their 
awards from Capt. Rory 
McLean — who had served 
in 819 Sqn in the early 1980s 
and was paying an informal 
return visit. 


Buzz for 
coders 

FIFTY years to the day 
after they first walked 
through HMS Drake’s 
main gate to join the 
Navy, ex-Coders Bill Har¬ 
rison and John Mawer 
made a return visit 
accompanied by their 
wives. Both were some¬ 
what astonished to see 
how facilities had 
improved. 
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FamilyUfe 



Civilian housing 
poses a problem 


OCCUPATION of married quarters by families who have lost their entitlement is 
an emotive and complex issue which occurs in all three Services and all married 
quarters areas. 


This was again evident fol¬ 
lowing a letter received from 
“A Hilsea rating” at Ports¬ 
mouth, who said he was con¬ 
cerned at the number of civil¬ 
ians/ex-naval ratings living 
within the quarters system. 

“As a serving member of the 
Royal Navy, married with chil¬ 
dren, I found it disheartening 
when asking for a MQ house to 
be told that none are available 
at the moment. 

“On looking around I find 
people having left the Service, 
in many cases a year or more 
ago, and divorced women who 
are still occupying these same 
‘unavailable’ houses. 

Kids 9 

club 

JMB Gymnastics is a new club 
for those children of Service 
personnel living in and around 
the HMS Dryad area. 

For further information 
about when the club takes place 
contact Mrs. Bone, Havant 
452387, or the PT Office, HMS 
Dryad, ext. 4403/4596. 


“Surely,” he says, “these 
houses could best be utilised by 
those still serving, and we 
should be given priority on 
these dwellings which, after all, 
are provided for the housing of 
the RN and their dependants, 
not hordes of ‘hangers on’ ” 

In response, the Portsmouth 
Naval Area Housing Office 
made clear that that it had al¬ 
ways been possible in recent 
years to offer the correct type of 
married quarter to entitled rat¬ 
ings in the Portsmouth Port 
area who applied. The diffi¬ 


culty was often in providing a 
quarter on the applicant’s pre¬ 
ferred estate — but that could 
apply whether or not unentitled 
families were living there. 

Outlining the position gener¬ 
ally, the office said, “Most 
unentitled families — irregular 
occupants — have no choice 
but to apply to a local authority 
for rehousing, and most local 
authorities simply do not have 
the housing stock to accommo¬ 
date all the people who need a 
Council house. 


“MOD is left with the prob¬ 
lem of the recovery of the mar¬ 
ried quarter so that it can be 
allocated to a waiting, entitled 
family, while avoiding exces¬ 
sive pressure on an already 
hard-pressed local authority, 
and at the same time giving 
caring advice and considera¬ 
tion to ex-naval families who 
find themselves facing poten¬ 
tial homelessness. 

“Eviction from the married 
quarter is, regrettably, often the 
only solution to rehousing an 
unentitled family, but this can 
only be achieved by taking legal 
action through the civil courts, 
a prolonged process taking up 
to a year to accomplish. The 
individual family’s circumstan¬ 
ces also need to be taken into 
account, and when warranted, 
legal action is delayed.” 

The office said there was a 
rolling programme of eviction 
in the Portsmouth Port area 
and, as a result, the number of 
irregular occupants was steadi¬ 
ly decreasing. 

“In short, while MOD is tak¬ 
ing a I ’m line concerning re¬ 
possession of married quarters 
from unentitled families, each 
case must continue to be ap¬ 
proached in a caring and sym¬ 
pathetic manner. In the mean¬ 
time, the number of such cases 
is not affecting the overall abi¬ 
lity to house entitled families in 
the Portsmouth area.” 


STITCHED UP 
AT DEFIANCE 

DURING a visit to HMS Defiance, the Fleet Maintenance Base at 
Devonport, Lady Hill, wife of the Chief Naval Engineer Officer 
Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Hill, took the opportunity to view the New 
World tapestry and add a stitch of her own. 

The tapestry, designed by Tom Mor, comprises 23 panels and 
Lady Hill was invited to add a stitch to the scene of Sir Francis 
Drake playing bowls on Plymouth Hoe. 

This section, depicting the 1558 Armada, is, appropriately, 
being completed at HMS Drake by wives of Service personnel 
serving in the naval base. 

Other visitors who have added a stitch include the Queen — it 
is hoped the tapestry will be finished by the mid 1990s. 



SAMANTHA S 
ROYAL MAIL 

FIVE-year-old Samantha Peck got a right royal surprise 
when the postman delivered a letter from the Palace. 

Samantha, whose Dad Kevin is an Air Weapons Elec¬ 
trical Mechanic, thought the Queen might be interested 
in hearing all about his work with 800 naval air squad¬ 
ron on board HMS Invincible so she drew a picture of 
the ship and sent it on to Buckingham Palace. 

Several days later Samantha received a reply, signed 
by one of the Queen’s Ladies-in-Waiting, thanking her 
very much for the picture. 



Idie Bernard, Cl 


WJ 

tiat 

t you need 

1...1 

v\ 

Vhere you need it. 


1 ft ¥ '' 




Whatever you need, wherever 
you need it, you'll find it at 
Naafi. 

So whether you want a snack, 
financial help, 
to send flowers. 
Whether you're on exercise, 

on board, 
or on base. 

Whether you're in the UK, 

Overseas, 
or at sea. 

You'll find Naafi wherever you 
find the forces. Naafi Service 
Shops, Families Shops, Ships 
Canteens, Junior Ranks Clubs, 
Restaurants, and Financial 
Centres are there just for you. 


Naafi 
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Family Life 


New centre honours 
community officer 


ALTHOUGH Peter Crossley retires next month after 
25 years as the Navy’s first Community Officer his 
achievements will not be forgotten, especially in 


Rowner, Gosport. 

The new £250,000 com¬ 
munity centre at Grange 
Lane has been named the 
Crossley Centre and Peter is 
delighted at the recognition. 

“1 am obviously thrilled,” 
said Peter. “I know I shall al¬ 
ways be welcome to drop in.” 

When Peter retired early 
from the Navy in 1968 to be¬ 
come the first community offi¬ 
cer he was charged by the then 
CINC Portsmouth, the late Ad¬ 
miral Sir John Frewen, to go in 
and find out what the Navy, as 
a “caring organisation” should 
do beyond the mere provision 
of a house or flat to improve 
the quality of life of many 
young families subjected to fre¬ 
quent separation and moves 
and usually far away from their 
roots and wider family support. 

Committee 

Initially, helped by his wife 
Frances, Peter worked from his 
car but in a short time a resi¬ 
dents’ committee was formed 
at Rowner and the young com¬ 
munity at last had “teeth.” 

A community centre arrived, 


playgroups mushroomed and 
by 1971 Rowner was served as 
well as most other communities 
when its committee demanded, 
and got, its 12 shops, Naafi su¬ 
permarket and a bigger and bet¬ 
ter centre. 

The pioneering community 
work in Rowner spread to other 
married quarters estates in the 
1970s and suitable premises 
and offices sprang up at Stam- 
shaw, Thorney Island and 
Eastney. 

Opportunity 

“It gave me a fantastic 
opportunity to help develop a 
community on estates which 
had nothing but dwellings on 
them,” said Peter. 

“Imagine a community today 
with few people over the age of 
30, young girls in their teens 
away from Mum for the first 
time, pregnant or with a young 
child and their sailor husbands 
away at sea. They need all the 
support they can get. 

“Families require more than 
just a roof over their head. We 
found out what was needed and 
then set about providing it.” 



• Peter Crossley and his wife Frances at the opening of the new Crossley Centre at Rowner, 
Gosport. 


Wives 
read ail 
about it 

WHILE information and 
advice on family life is 
readily available through 
the pages of Navy News 
many naval wives are 
unaware that they also 
have resource to their 
own magazine. 

The simply-titled Naval 
Wives Magazine appears quar¬ 
terly and is now in its fourth 
year. 

Representatives from loca¬ 
tions all over the country — 
and the world — gather news 
and views for submission to the 
editor who, with the help of a 
team of wives, sorts and edits 
copy before handing over to the 
printers for co-ordinating with 
the advertising pages, typeset¬ 
ting and printing. 

Eventually the finished pro¬ 
duct drops through the letter¬ 
box of every single Naval and 
Royal Marines’ married 
quarter. It also goes to ships, 
wives’ clubs, Hives and SA- 
FABs enabling most wives to 
receive a copy. 

Anyone who doesn’t receive 
a regular copy can arrange post¬ 
al delivery by contacting the 
publishers, Combined Service 
Publications Ltd., PO Box 4, 
Farnborough, Hants GUM 
7LR. 

The editorial staff of the 
magazine would also be de¬ 
lighted to accept articles and 
photos from naval wives 
worldwide. 



Broadsword’s 
family affair 


PICTURED enjoying a day out in HMS Broadsword are LS(R) 
Robbie McCullough, his wife Andria and children Sara and 
Daniel. 

Along with HMS Chatham, the Type 22 frigate welcomed 
hundreds of relatives on board during her Families Day and 
they were entertained with air displays from a Lynx and Hunter 
jet and a race between the two ships. 

The old lady of the pair, HMS Broadsword, won by a length 
— a definite case of age before beauty! 

A family connection of another kind was established during 
a christening in HMS Broadsword. 

Father Michael Sharky officiated during the christening of 
Liam Scott, son of CPOWEA Alan Scott and his wife Maria. 



ltjR : F£ 


A PROUD moment for 
eight-year-old Leah 
Welch as she presents 
the Queen with a bou¬ 
quet during the com¬ 
missioning of HMS Lan¬ 
caster at Devonport. 

Leah, a pupil at Dun- 
stone School, in Plym- 
stock, is the daughter 
of the commanding offi¬ 
cer of HMS Lancaster 
Cdr. Jonathan Welch. 
Picture: LA(Phot) 

Andy White 
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TRI-SERVICE HOUSING a fair do 
OFFICE TO BE SET UP 


RECOGNISING the need to provide Service personnel with comprehensive and timely 
advice about the increasingly complex range of housing options open to them, a Tri-Service 
Housing Advice Office (TSHAO) is to be set up. 


Role of the new office is to 
provide a focal point for hous¬ 
ing advice to all serving person¬ 
nel and to ex-Service personnel 
who are still in married 
quarters. 

The TSHAO will offer help 
and advice on availability of 
local authority housing includ¬ 
ing advice on each local author- 
ity’s policy for allocating 
houses to Service families. 

There will also be advice on 
housing association opportu¬ 
nities nationwide; low cost 
home ownership schemes (such 
as DIY shared ownership 
schemes and shared equity); 
self-build schemes; owner-occu¬ 
pation schemes; and any other 
housing options, such as the 
Royal British Legion Patriot 
and Earl Haig housing schemes. 

Other areas covered will be 
MOD nominations to housing 
associations; availability of 
married quarters across the 
three Services; availability of 
housing under the MQ Sales 
Discount scheme; and housing 


opportunities in the SSAFA 
housing database which will list 
local private rental avenues, 
estate agent addresses and de¬ 
tails of SSAFA helpers nation¬ 
wide. 


The TSHAO will be based at 
UKLF, Old Sarum, and avail¬ 
able for advice from July 1. A 
DCI giving full details, includ¬ 
ing application procedures, is 
being issued. 


TREVOL House fete, a tradi¬ 
tional summer fair organised 
by the Torpoint RN Wives’ 
Association, attracted large 
crowds who helped raise 
money for local naval chari¬ 
ties, local schools and the Air 
Ambulance. 

Attractions at the fete in¬ 
cluded cream teas, a bottle 
stall, sponge-throwing, for¬ 
tune telling and music from 
Flag Officer Plymouth’s Royal 
Marines Band. 


ON SONG 

MUSIC lovers will be flocking to the Sir Jack Lyons Theatre, at the 
Royal Academy of Music, later this month for a special gala 
concert held in aid of SSAFA. 

The charity concert, which takes place on July 15, will be 
hosted by Richard Baker and includes a varied programme, ap¬ 
propriately titled Music of Land, Sea and Sky. 

Tickets, price £15, are now available by sending a cheque, 
made payable to SSAFA KCD 3, to R F Lewellen, 7 Devonshire 
Court, 26a Devonshire Street, London WIN 1RJ, stating how 
many seats are required and enclosing a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

Further information can be obtained from the concert adminis¬ 
trator Jeffery Lacey on 081 399 7764. 
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ralklands War remembered 


THE TENTH anniversary of the Falklands conflict has been 
marked by ceremonies around the country, celebrating the 
triumphs and remembering the ships lost. 


At Sheffield Cathedral a ser¬ 
vice took place to remember 
the loss of HMS Sheffield; 
Rear-Admiral Salt, command¬ 
ing officer of the ship at the 
time, read the lesson and laid 
the first of many wreaths at the 
plaque in the city which stands 
in memory of those who lost 
their lives. 

The Duchess of Gloucester 
attended a service at HMS 
Drake, where members of the 
HMS Ardent Association re¬ 
member their shipmates every 
year. Following the ceremony 
the Duchess crossed the Tamar 
to the China Fleet Country 
Club to unveil an anchor, set 
into a concrete plinth, in tri¬ 
bute to the 22 men who died 
when Ardent was bombed in 
Falkland Sound. 

The Royal Marines' famous 
yomp across the Falklands to 
Port Stanley has been remem¬ 
bered, too, in the form of a 12- 
foot bronze statue, based on a 
photograph of Corporal Pete 
Robinson marching towards 


Sapper Hill, Union Flag flying 
from his radio aerial. Pete left 
the Marines in 1985 but has 
been invited back to the Royal 
Marines Museum at Eastney, 
Portsmouth, when the sculp¬ 
ture, by Philip Jackson, will be 
ceremoniously unveiled. 

In Old Portsmouth a special 
open air memorial service was 
held to remember those lost in 
the war, ten years past not hav¬ 
ing dimmed the memory'. 

The Plymouth-based Com¬ 
mando Logistic Regiment Roy¬ 
al Marines provided medical 
and logistical support at Ajax 
Bay during the operations to re : 
take the Falklands, treating 695 
casualties and processing more 
than 2000 prisoners of war, as 
well as providing stores and 
ammunition. To celebrate the 
10th anniversary of their action 
an Ajax Bay Day was organised 
when families were treated to a 
display of military and techni¬ 
cal skills, including high abseil¬ 
ing, unarmed combat and the 
inter-squadron log race. 


Last call for 
Daedalus 

THE HMS Daedalus Air Day — to be held on Saturday July 11 and 
scheduled to be the last — promises plenty of action with an air 
display which includes the Red Arrows, Sharks helicopter display 
team and other RN aircraft, Diamond Nine Tiger Moth team, 
Crunchie flying circus, Tornados, Mosquito and Chinook. 

The RN Historic Flight will be represented by the Firefly and 
Swordfish. 

There will also be a large static display of aircraft, and many 
supporting attractions, including parachute and motorcycle display 
teams, mast manning by 46 Air Engineering Apprentices, and Vol¬ 
unteer Cadet Corps field gun competition. 

Admission charges are: Adults, £5; children over five and OAPs, 
£2; children under five, free. Car parking is also free. All proceeds go 
to charity. 



THE frigate HMS Plymouth and submarine HMS Onyx, both veterans of the Falklands War, are now 
owned by the Warships Preservation Trust, and are on public display at Birkenhead for at least the 
next two years as a national memorial to all the seafarers lost in the South Atlantic during the 
conflict. 

The Trust is to organise a reunion for anyone who served in either vessel (particularly during the 
1982 conflict). Those qualifying should write to the Project Manager, HMS Plymouth/Onyx, Dock 
Road, Birkenhead, giving home address and details of service, and an invitation to the reunion will be 
forwarded. 

Pictured above, HMS Onyx, the only Royal Navy Patrol Submarine to serve in the South Atlantic 
during the Falklands War, arriving in Birkenhead. 


Royal Arthur calling 


IT will be the end of an era 
when HMS Royal Arthur closes 
at Christmas — but for the 
100,000 personnel who went 
through their Petty Officers’ 
courses there the name could 
live on. 

“That’s how many people we 
know are eligible to join us — 
but at the moment we have just 


750 of them on our books,” 
Royal Arthur Association pub¬ 
licity officer Ron Frost told 
Navy News. 

“And since 80 per cent of 
those are Skegness men, from 
the time when the Butlins holi¬ 
day camp there was taken over 
during the war, we badly need 
to attract people who put in 


time at Corsham if our associa¬ 
tion is to survive.” 

Corsham’s leadership train¬ 
ing functions will transfer to 
HMS Nelson (Whale Island) in 
Januaiy 1993. Meanwhile de¬ 
tails of HMS Royal Arthur As¬ 
sociation membership — cur¬ 
rently £4 p.a. — are available 
on 0754 766414. 



WANDERING along the 
beach of the French port of 
Villiers-Sur-Mer, a small boy 
picked up a large tattered 
White Ensign that had been 
washed ashore and kept it 
as a souvenir. 

Over forty years later he 
handed it in to the British 
Ministry of Defence, and 
steps were taken to discov¬ 
er its origins, through the let¬ 
ters column of Navy News. 

Now it appears that the 
full tragic story has been fin¬ 
ally pieced together and the 
ensign is from HMS Sala¬ 
mander, a minesweeper 
operating off the French 
coast in 1944 and mistaken^ 
iy attacked and sunk by Bri¬ 
tish aircraft 

Operating with two sister 
ships, Britomart and Hussar, 
Salamander had hoisted two 
extra ensigns in a vain bid to 
identify the group’s national¬ 
ity, but the attack claimed 86 
fives and a further 124 were 
wounded, leaving Sala¬ 
mander with her stem blown 
Off, and the other two ships 
sunk. 

The six-foot by three-foot 
ensign has now found a final 
resting place in the Hamp¬ 
shire village of Wickham, a 
village twinned with Villiers- 
Sur-Mer Presented to the 
local branch of the Royal 
British Legion it now occu¬ 
pies a special place in the 
Community Centre’s special 
twinning display. 
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Redundant 
aided on sale 
of quarters 

THE CHANCES of Service personnel who have been declared redundant buying a 
surplus married quarter at a discount have been increased by a change in the rules of 
the scheme. 

r\f mla nf our 

Beware of 
contractors 
bearing 
gifts... 

ALL concerned are reminded of the continuing need to be 
alert to the risk of fraud involving contractors. 

Noting there are many poss- 
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The system of sale of sur¬ 
plus quarters to service per¬ 
sonnel at discounted prices 
has now been in operation 
for some years and lists of 
properties available are dis¬ 
tributed regularly. 

Now the rules for selecting 
successful applicants have been 
amended. The change will al¬ 
low applicants who have been 
declared redundant to have se¬ 
niority enhanced by the addi¬ 
tion of a maximum of five 
years to their length of reckona- 
ble service, subject to an en¬ 
hanced seniority not exceeding 
21 years for other ranks and 33 
years for officers. 

Where applicants have equal 
enhanced seniority, precedence 
in the scheme will be given to 
the Serviceman with the great¬ 
est original length of reckona- 
ble service. 

Where applicants will have 
equal time, precedence will be 
given to the oldest. 

DCI(JS) 53/92 

That will do 
nicely... 

THE American Express Corpo¬ 
rate Card is now available to 
officers and warrant officers of 
the RN, RM, QARNNS and 
WRNS at a special cost of 
£3.50 a year, compared with 
the normal rate of £37.50. 

The Forces have previously 
employed an American Express 
scheme but this has been 
limited to personnel in specific 
appointments undertaking offi¬ 
cial duties. 

Eligibility rules and condi¬ 
tions are provided in the 
announcement. 

DCI(RN) 126/92 



Surplus M<) Sales 
Applicants 
Q HERE 


“Give way, skipper — you’re junior to me on this!” 


/mu o 


lUt 


ible frauds at all stages in the 
procurement cycle, the an¬ 
nouncement says most would 
require the co-operation, per¬ 
haps innocently, of MOD staff. 
All staff, directly or indirectly 
concerned with procurement 
should therefore be wary of 
performing “favours” or short- 
cutting approved procedures 
for the benefit of a contractor. 

Staff are also reminded that 
it is for a Crown Servant to 
prove that any gift or reward 
received was not received cor¬ 
ruptly. The main safeguard to 
demonstrate innocence is to re¬ 
fuse all but the most trivial gifts 
and declare offers of hospitality 
in Hospitality Books. 

Allegations of involvement 
in suspected acts of procure¬ 
ment fraud may result in prose¬ 
cution or internal disciplinary 
action. 

DCI(Gen) 111/92 


A ‘D’ gets 
you a five 


NAMET syllabuses have been 
rewritten to reflect the literal 
and numeracy skills now re¬ 
quired of a leading hand, and 
align the tests with the GCSE 
and the National Curriculum. 

The most important change 
is in mathematics which will 
have two papers, the second of 
which will allow use of a calcu¬ 
lator, Ratings gaining a D grade 
in GCSE English/Mathematics 
will automatically qualify for a 
NAMET score of five in the 
appropriate subject or subjects. 

The new syllabuses took 
effect from May 1, although the 
old-style papers may be used as 
an alternative until Sept. 1. 

DCI(RN) 121/92 


Chaplaincy 

services 

A VARIETY of courses 
arranged at Amport House, An¬ 
dover, by the Naval Chaplaincy 
Services covers a wide range of 
welfare counselling aspects, 
church music, Sunday school 
teaching, and special lay train¬ 
ing. Officers and ratings may 
apply to attend, and depen¬ 
dents in some cases. 

There are, too, weekends and 
seminars for RN establish¬ 
ments and organisations. 

The announcement also pro¬ 
vides details on Christian Lea¬ 
dership courses for RC 
personnel. 

DCI(RN) 130/92 

No call for 
Temps 

WITH no significant shortages 
among junior officers this year, 
there will be no invitation to 
apply for promotion to the 
Temporary SD List. 

The Temporary SD Lists 
scheme was reactivated by the 


Admiralty Board in 1983 to 
help alleviate shortage in some 
<sub-specialisations by promot¬ 
ing a small number of selected 
Warrant Officers to this list. 

There have been eight 
tranches to date, the last in Sep¬ 
tember 1990 for promotion in 
1991, and the requirement is 
reviewed annually. 

When the situation is re¬ 
viewed in 1993 it is anticipated 
that any requirement will be 
limited to a small number of 
specialist officers to fill mix¬ 
manning posts in Faslane. 

DCI(RN) 128/92 

Climbing on 
Lundy 

THE Joint Services Lundy 
meet takes place on Lundy Is¬ 
land from Sept. 5-9, sponsored 
by the RN and RM Mountain¬ 
eering Club, whose members 
are eligible to attend. 

The announcement provides 


application details for the 
event, for which there is a 
limited number of places. 

DCI(JS) 55/92 

Air update 

THE current ASW Aircrewmen 
refresher course is being updat¬ 
ed. It will last eight weeks and 
is to be completed by all air- 
crewmen who have not been 
employed in front or second 
line ASW service for more than 
30 months before a draft to a 
front-line ASW squadron. 


AIM of this regular 
feature is to give a general 
impression of new 
Defence Council 
instructions affecting 
conditions of service. In the 
event of action being 
taken the full original text 
should be studied. 


Long delays for sideways entry 


THE current situation on branch transfers and sideways 
entry branches is outlined in an announcement relating to 
RN, WRNS and QARNNS personnel. 

Listed are sideways entry branches to which ratings will be al¬ 
lowed to transfer providing the strength of the branch does not 
exceed authorised numbers. 

If transfer is approved, ratings can normally expect to be drafted 
to start the appropriate transfer course within 12 months. However, 
due to significant reductions in recruitment targets for all sideways 
entry branches, the number of applicants may exceed extraction 
targets and here much longer delays can be expected. 

In addition, when a rating is being considered for transfer from an 
underborne category, timing of the transfer will usually depend on 
provision of a relief. 

The sideways entry entry branches listed are: RN/WRNS — Air¬ 
craft Controller, Aircrewman, Communications Technician, Opera¬ 
tions (Seaman), Photographer, Physical Trainer, Families Service. 
RN only — Ops(Diver), Coxswain (SM), Regulator. WRNS only — 
Medical Technician. 


Some shortages 

On General Service and Fleet Air Arm branch transfers (other 
than sideways entry), the announcement says requests for manning 
clearance will be sympathetically considered. But, even if clearance 
is given, drafting action may be delayed by up to 18 months to meet 
drafting constraints and reduce turbulence. 

Manning clearance from the following underborne branches will 
be given only in exceptional circumstances: RN/WRNS — Op- 
s(EW), Ops(Radar), Ops(Sonar), MEM(L), NA(AC), NA(SE), NA- 
(METOC), AEM(R), MA, Technicians. QARNNS — MA(Q), 
EN(G). WRNS — ETS, WA, D Hyg. 

On transfer to submarine branches, it is stated that there is a 
continuing requirement for submarine-trained ratings. While this is 
met, mainly by long-term adjustments to recruiting and streaming 
targets, there is a limited need to make good some shortages. 

The announcement says that WRNS ratings who joined the Ser¬ 
vice before Sept. 1 1990, who are not volunteers for sea in their 
source branch, will not be required to volunteer for sea service if 
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Manpower cuts chop vacancies 
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COMBAT STRESS 


When his ship 
was torpedoed... 
so was his future 
peace of mind 




“By the time you get that through you could be on pension!” 


requesting either to transfer branches or sideways enter a WRNS- 
only branch which existed before Sept. 1 1990. 

However, preference in the selection process will be given to those 
who volunteer for sea. If a WRNS rating applies for branch transfer 
to a previous RN-only branch, she must be a volunteer for sea 
service. 

DCI(RN) 124/92 


Leading Seaman R.t H.n served 

right through the war. He was torpedoed in 
the Atlantic and suffered from exposure. He 
served in Landing craft, and his home 
received a direct hit from a bomb while he 
was there on leave. 

In 1945 his mind could take no more, and 
he spent the next 25 years in and out of 
mental hospitals. He now lives with us. 

Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen still risk 
mental breakdown in serving their country. 

However brave they may be, the strains are 
sometimes unbearable. 

We care for these gallant men and women,| 
at home and in hospital. We run our own 
Convalescent Homes, and a Veterans Home for the ageing warriors who are no longer 

able to look after themselves. We also assist people like R.t H.n at 

Pensions Tribunals, ensuring that they receive all that is their due. 

These men and women have sacrificed their minds in service. 

To help them, we must have funds. Please send a donation and, /# LiSL, S\ 
perhaps, remember us with a legacy. The debt is owed by all of us. /~ 



COMBAT 

, STRESS// 


“They've given more than they could- 
please give as much as you can.” 

To protect those concerned, this is an amalgam of several such case histories of Patients in our care 
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Timely role in 
tale of fish 
and ships 

REPORTS that the Min. of Ag. and Fish are 
reviewing future arrangements for fishery pa¬ 
trol work will have caused interest, and per¬ 
haps a few wry smiles, among many people 
who over the years have been members of the 
Royal Navy’s Fishery Protection Squadron. 

In highly cost-conscious times it is inevitable 
that whole ranges of activity carried out on 
behalf of the Government come under the mi¬ 
croscope, and that when it can be demonstrat¬ 
ed that equal, or better, service can be provid¬ 
ed at reduced cost, there may be cause for 
action. 

At the same time there are elements other 
than economics in services like fishery protec¬ 
tion where, quite apart from knowledge of the 
laws involved, the Royal Navy can offer an 
authority and assurance, plus long experience 
in the task, which others must find difficult to 
match. 

What about pirates? 

By co-incidence, as this edition went to 
press news was coming in of fishery incidents 
off S.W. England in which the Navy was 
playing a policing role. Which reinforces the 
question of what happens when circumstan¬ 
ces arise which demand a touch of firm treat¬ 
ment ... a bit of muscle? Perhaps that is what 
one correspondent had in mind when he wrote 
to a national newspaper recently, “What does 
a patrol of privatised fishery vessels do when it 
encounters pirates? Invite them to its AGM?” 

Another telling quotation is reported on be¬ 
half of the National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations which said, “Fishermen don’t 
like being policed but they have a lot of respect 
for the Fishery Protection Squadron.” 

An age-old task, fish patrol can be ungla- 
morous work in tough conditions but there are 
sailors who prefer to serve in small ships. 
Many people will think the Navy has a vested 
interest in maintaining the role for a variety of 
reasons — including the training opportunity 
and base-porting aspects — and would not 
wish to see it lost or drastically altered. 

What surely cannot be denied is that there is 
much more than cash to such questions and 
that all the ramifications need the deepest con¬ 
sideration before decisions are made. 


Neptune mess is 
granted a facelift 


CLUB and mess refurbishment, boats, sporting equipment and expeds — these and 
many other projects were given a financial helping hand when a total of more than 
£400,000 was allocated for the benefit of the Naval Service at two summer meetings 
in London. 


Largest single sum was more 
than £100,000 towards refurbish¬ 
ment of the Junior Rates’ dining 
hall in HMS Neptune (although 
the grants were staged, with half 
payable now and the rest in 
November). 

Another major grant was for 
more than £40,000 towards reno¬ 
vation of the moat at HMS Sultan. 
The meetings heard that much 
hard work had been carried out by 
many volunteers on this facility 
whose aim is to provide not only 
prime fishing for Portsmouth RN 
and RM Coarse Angling Associa¬ 
tion but also a leisure site, with 
picnic and barbecue areas, for per¬ 
sonnel and families. 

To make this possible, specialist 
knowledge and equipment was 


now needed in dealing with weed 
infestation of the water, over¬ 
growth of trees and scrub, and 
some silting up of the moat. 

Sports lottery 

At the Grants Committees meet¬ 
ings the Sailors’ Fund allocated 
more than £220,000 for projects, 
with about £67,000 in annual and 
half-yearly grants, while the Fleet 
Amenities/Fleet Recreational 
Funds allocated over £110,000 
towards projects and nearly 
£10,000 in annual and half-yearly 
grants. Assisting too was the 
Navy’s Sports Lottery, which gave 
a boost of more than £20,000 
towards various sporting bids. 


As ever, there was considerable 
pressure on the funds, with bids far 
outweighing cash available, and 
careful scrutiny led to pruning. 

Among applications which 
failed was one from HMS Nelson 
(Whale Island) for a total of 
£173,207 towards refurbishment 
of public areas of the WOs’ and 
Senior Rates’ Mess. The meetings 
were told of the move of various 
units to Whale Island and the large 
amount of work taking place. But 
with a number of representatives 
saying this might be a bid worth 
considering at a later stage, there 
was no support for a grant at 
present. 

Other bids which failed included 
one for £57,756 from RN air sta¬ 
tion Culdrose for an eight-bay per¬ 


manent golf driving range, and one 
for £21,331 from HMS Warrior foi 
installation of a skittle alley anc 
creation of an amenities centre. 

A report was received on the 
success of the first year’s operatior 
of a cottage-letting scheme ir 
France, and it was agreed that z 
further scheme next year would be 
supported by the Sailors' Fund anc 
FAF. 

At the close of the Sailors’ Func 
meeting tribute was paid on behall 
of members to Rear-Admira 
Douglas Dow, who has beer 
Grants Committee chairman dur¬ 
ing his appointment as Directoi 
General Naval Personal Services 
from which he has now retired. 

Responding and thanking 
members for their support. Ad¬ 
miral Dow spoke on how usefu 
and enjoyable the meetings hac 
been as the committee was able tc 
do so much for the Service. There 
were also tributes at the subse 
quent FAF/FRF meeting. 



GRANTS approved by the Sailors’ and 
Fleet Amenities/Fleet Recreational 
Funds: 

HMS Neptune — £101,665 (grants of £67,777 from Sai¬ 
lors' Fund and £33,888 from FAF) towards refurbishment of 
Junior Rates’ dining hall. Grants to be staged over two 
meetings (half now and half in November). 

Flag Officer, Portsmouth — £20,000 (grants of £13,333 
from Sailors' Fund and £6,667 from FAF) towards refur¬ 
bishment of United Services Sports hockey and rugby 
clubhouses. 

HMS Sultan — £40,361 (grants of £26,907 from Sailors' 
Fund and £13,454 from FAF) towards renovation of the 
Sultan moat. 

Portsmouth Naval Gliding Club — £24,230 (grants of 
£16,153 from Sailors' Fund and £8,077 from FAF) towards 
single-seat glider. Sports Lottery contributing £2,000. 

HMS Daedalus — £13,000 (grants of £8,700 from Sai¬ 
lors’ Fund and £4,300 from FAF^ towards improvements to 
Naval Air Command Mountain Centre, Bethesda, North 
Wales 

CTCRM — £12,400 (grants of £8,266 from Sailors’ Fund 
and £4,134 from FAF) towards fitness training equipment. 
Sports Lottery contributing £2,000. 

HMS Drake — £18,500 (grants of £12,300 from Sailors 
Fund and £6,200 from FAF) towards refurbishment of 
Drumbeat Club. 

42 CDO, RM — £11,037 (grants of £7,400 from Sailors’ 
Fund and £3,637 from FAF) towards refurbishment of Ser¬ 
geants’ Mess bar and TV room. 

HMS Seahawk — £10,000 (grants of £6,600 from Sailors’ 
Fund and £3,400 from FAF) towards bridges and planters 
for Junior Rates' dining hall. 

Plymouth Command Sub-Aqua Club — £7,000 (grants of 
£4,700 from Sailors’ Fund and £2,300 from FAF) towards 
rigid inflatable boat with engine and road trailer. Sports 
Lottery contributing £5,000. 

HMS Seahawk — £10,000 (grants of £6,667 from Sailors’ 
Fund and £3,333 from Fleet Recreational Fund) towards 


investment in Falmouth Water Sports Association’s Sailing 
centre. 

HMS Neptune — £5,000 (grants of £3,900 from Sailors' 
Fund and £1,900 from FAF) towards two commercial- 
quality sunbeds. 

CINCFLEET — £8,000 (grants of £5,333 from Sailors’ 
Fund and £2,667 from Fleet Recreational Fund) towards 
subsidising films for SOUTHLANT and Gulf ships. 

HMS Drake — £5,250 (grants of £3,3500 from Sailors’ 
Fund and £1,750 from FAF) towards purchase of a Dras- 
combe lugger day boat. Sports Lottery contributing £1,000. 

Royal Sailors’ Rests — £6,250 (grants of £4,167 from 
Sailors' Fund and £2,083 from FAF) towards replacement 
mobile canteen for HMS Osprey and Portland Naval Base. 

CINCFLEET — £4,000 (£2,700 grants from Sailors' Fund 
and £1,300 from FAF) towards recreational travel costs for 
Armilla ships. Sports Lottery contributing £1,000. 

HMS Gannet — £3,047 (grants of £2,000 from Sailors' 
Fund and £1,047 from FAF) towards sailing dinghy. Sports 
Lottery contributing £1,000. 

RN Football Association — £2,000 (grants of £1,300 
from Sailors’ Fund and £700 from FAF) towards represen¬ 
tative tour of Hong Kong. Sports Lottery contributing 
£ 2 , 000 . 

CTCRM — £2,000 (grants of £1,300 from Sailors’ Fund 
and £700 from FAF) towards Joint Service expedition to 
Smith Island, Antarctica. Sports Lottery contributing 
£ 2 , 000 . 

Operation Yosemite (Sierra Nevada) — £2,000 (grants 
of £1,300 from Sailors' Fund and £700 from FAF) towards 
high altitude trekking expedition. Sports Lottery contribut¬ 
ing £1,500. 

RN Provost HQ Gibraltar — £3,799 (grants of £2,533 
from Sailors' Fund and £1,266 from FAF) towards refur¬ 
bishment of Regulating Staff mess. 

RM Poole — £3,525 (grants of £2,350 from Sailors' Fund 
and £1,175 from FAF) towards sauna. 

HMS Osprey — £3,000 (grants of £2,000 from Sailors' 
Fund and £1,000 from FAF) to modernise and improve 
theatre lighting. 


HMS Seahawk — £3,000 (grants of £2,000 from Sailors 
Fund and £1,000 from FAF) towards adventure training 
expedition Tusk '92 (Mount Kenya). 

RN Hospital Haslar — £3,000 [grants of £2,000 from 
Sailors' Fund and £1,000 from FAF) towards replacement 
mobile home for Rockley Park, Poole. 

HMS Cambridge — £2,653 (grants of £1,769 from Sai¬ 
lors' Fund and £884 from FAF) towards sauna. 

HMS President — £1,000 grant from FAF towards fitness 
equipment. Sports Lottery contributing £1,000. 

FOSNI — £4,000 (grants of £2,700 from Sailors' Fund 
and £1,300 from FAFj towards improvements for Rothie- 
murchus Lodge, Joint Services Scottish Recreation Centre. 

CTCRM — £1,500 (grants of £1,000 from Sailors' Fund 
and £500 from FAF) towards archery equipment. 

HMS Defiance — £1,600 (grants of £1,067 from Sailors’ 
Fund and £533 from FAF) for Pirineu Mochila '92 adventure 
training project, Pyrenees. 

Union Jack Club — £1,170 grant from FAF towards 
promotional video. 

HMS Heron — £1,000 (grants of £667 from Sailors’ Fund 
and £333 from FAF) towards participation by ALWAEM(M) 
C. Barnes in UK and international shooting competitions. 

# Grants which in aggregate total more than £20,000 for 
any one project are subject to the approval of the Trustees. 

Annual and Half-Yearly 
grants 

Half-yearly grant to HM ships — £48,980 from Sailors’ 
Fund. 

Half-yearly grant to RM Commando units — £6,736 from 
Sailors' Fund. 

Annual grant to Union Jack Club — £5,839 (grants of 
£4,220 from Sailors’ Fund and £1,619 from FAF). 

Half-yearly grant to Regular Forces Employment Asso¬ 
ciation — £14,703 (grants of £7,135 from Sailors’ Fund and 
£7,568 from FAF). 
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Options 


iy/n<Dfoiv dressing 


You don’t need to buy when you go window shopping — but it gives you 


plenty of ideas. 

Cdr. Nigel Bray, project 
officer for this summer’s 
showing-the-flag cruise 
around the UK, was hoping 
his displays would whet 
the appetite of customers 
with long-standing ac¬ 
counts — the tax-payers. 

Dressing RN Shop Window 
92 last month were HMS Ark 
Royal; the Type 42 destroyer 
HMS Gloucester, (both seen- 
below); the Navy’s latest 
minehunter HMS Cromer (left); 
the patrol submarine HMS Or¬ 
acle; and the fleet tanker RFA 
Olmeda — all seen here pre¬ 
paring for a series of visits to 
parts of the country the Senior 
Service does not usually 
reach in strength. 

C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater took the opportu¬ 
nity to make dress rehearsal 
day off Portsmouth his annual 
VIPs at sea event, inviting mil¬ 
itary and civilian dignitaries to 
watch the ships go through 
their routines. 


Roping skills 


But the guests for their ap¬ 
pointments at Bristol, Liver¬ 
pool, Edinburgh, Newcastle 
and Hull would be drawn from 
a wider range of interests. 

“We wanted to invite 
people who would have an 
open mind about the Navy — 
but who would be well-placed 
to pass on the message of our 
roles and capabilities,” Cdr. 
Bray explained. 

“So we got our Naval 
Regional Officers to pick out 
the local leaders of industry, 
chambers of commerce, 
churchmen and senior educa¬ 
tionalists so we could explain 
to them that since the col¬ 
lapse of the Warsaw Pact it is 
now up to us to be able to 
operate in a much wider range 
of roles. 

“I think the old threat creat¬ 


ed a sort of tunnel vision. Only 
when it was removed did we 
see there was a great deal of 
instability in the world that we 
were well capable of dealing 
with. 

The ships left Portsmouth 
after completing Staff College 
Sea Days to keep their first 
appointment in the Bristol 
Channel. HMS Ark Royal land¬ 
ed four Sea King Mk IVs, two 
each to Bristol and Cardiff air¬ 
ports, to ferry back the 
visitors. 

Hundreds of visitors had to 
be turned away at Leith when 
over 6,000 people toured HMS 
Ark Royal — even though the 
ship stayed open an extra 
three hours. 

Said the Ark’s commanding 
officer Captain Neil Rankin: 
“We have been able to reach 
a lot of people who would oth¬ 
erwise not get the opportunity 
to meet the Navy, who live too 
far away from Navy Days 
ports.” 


They were welcomed by 
Flag Officer Surface Flotilla 
Vice Admiral the Honourable 
Sir Nicholas Hill-Norton and 
given a series of presenta¬ 
tions and a tour of the ship 
followed by a 45 minute flying 
display by all the varieties of 
aircraft deployed in the group 
— Sea Harriers, ASW, AEW 
and Commando Sea Kings 
and Lynx helicopters. 

From these last the Royal 
Marines demonstrated their 
rapid roping skills — the same 
techniques they employed in 
the Gulf War — while the 
ships carried out some close 
manoeuvres and performed a 
replenishment at sea. 

This was the programme 
that filled their time during the 
first two weeks of June, sup¬ 
ported by events ashore in 
local town centres that includ¬ 
ed static displays and perfor¬ 
mances by a Royal Marines 
Band. 




Pictures: 

PO(Phot) Tel Harding 


IVINOO 


ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON 
PARADE OR IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU / 
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE /, 
FOR THAT PERMANENT /? 
HIGH GLOSS FINISH r 

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT / H[ 

OFF-DUTY TIME LOST ON / 
SHINING LEATHER IS HERE f] 


OOKS 


LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age jLJL q 
formula that gives your leather a / j [_ 

permanent high gloss finish. Not for a / *— 17 

week, month or year, but for the life of j 

your leather product. You will always j WKtfffffaM JBH 

be ready for inspections, details, / 

conventions or whatever your career / E IMlT" ^ 

may be. When the shine gets dull or / 

dirty it only requires dusting, / 

washing with a damp sponge, or / 

use of common household / 

furniture polish. It is guaranteed / 

not to crack, peel, or harm the 

leather in any way. ^—— -—— 

Look around you and find the best looking leather you have ever seen 
and you will have found someone using LEATHER LUSTRE. This 
product has been used by law enforcement, fire and rescue, sports 
officials, medical and military personnel throughout the world. 

We will send you an 8 oz can with full instructions for only £9.50 plus 
£2.50 for postage and packing and you will have enough to do all of 
your shoes, belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. For larger orders 
please ring for trade prices. 


LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED 

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road. Norton Canes, Cannock, 

Staffordshire WSH 3PU. Tel: 0543 450064 Fax: 0543 279738 


Name 


Address 


Postage £2.50 


DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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Full of easti 


■/ • 


Pictures 


— L/A Dave Trish 
PO(Phot) Phil Bali 


SOMEWHERE in the Mediterranea 
of hazy, sunny day holidaymaker 
invincible is under attack frorr 
bombers. 

11 Ah raid warning yellow — attack po 
nenL” is the first warning over the broz 
Warfare Officer Lieut. -Cdr, Chris Durb 
body knows it is not going to be a rti 
Orient 92 is not just fun in the sun — dor 
happy snaps of runs ashore in Greece ant 
currently on deployment to the Far East — 
HMS Newcastle, HMS Boxer, HMS Norfolk 
and Fort Austin are tasked with dem* 
ability to operate in strength outside the N 
nuclear, biological, chemical and damage e 
make sure the theory can be put into pra< 
As the Sea Harriers are launched to interc 
comes back on the air; "Assume NBCD £ 
stations. On anti-flash and Hands to o ctroi 
Covered from head to toe in up to tthre 
clothing the ship’s company is quickliy o 
crash shut in swift succession throughout 
Oise umpires make their rounds, checkin* 
ment has been properly lashed down. 

"The enemy fighters will be interc*ept« 
approximately ten minutes.” 

But as they engage it is learned thart si: 
got past them and that Sea Dart missiiles 
take them out at maximum range. 


Exhaustimg 


"Sea Dart unable to engage two enemny a 
on Port side of ship. Brace! Brace! Braace! 

All personnel grab for something sollrd. 
she is hit (11b scare charges explode cove 
spot of extra realism). Bombs and rock-cets 
aft and reports of fires start to comee in 
blanket searches the NBC officer gives s a s 
in the Port inner diesel generator modiule 
room and a flood. There is a flood in 8 Fcoxt 
steering gear,” Teams moved in to proovid 
"Intelligence reports indicate that a ffurt 
have been launched." 

Again the Sea Harriers roar off. MeanwwhU 
has been contained with the water Jewel 
though it is still rising in the forward engtjine 
been sent down to start pumping. The time i 
is out. 

Of the six enemy aircraft deployed, foour \ 
ers and are now closing on the starbooar 
flashed two targets with another two ccom 
All over again — the familiar routiness a 
After three hours of this kind of m sent a 
haus ting activity, the prospect Of a run sa$> 
the more inviting. Latest pod o? call aaft* 
Canal has been Mombasa, Singapore, To 
later diis month. 

#HMS Invincible led an air and sea seear 
missing from a merchant ship in the Rfced 
Aden. No trace of the men, lost overboaard 
found, however, and the search had to 
weather deteriorated. 



















NAVY NEWS, JULY 1992 


[9 



- but it’s not all play and no 
work as Jack heads for the 

1 Rising Sun 


ern promi se 




n Sea on the sort 
s dream of, HMS 
i enemy fighter 


P/ctures (clockwise from top left): 

• LA Charlie Slater from HMS Invincible strikes a suitably classical 
pose above the antiquities of Athens 

• HMS invincible passes Stromboti Island in the Tyrrhenian Sea. 
%Met Men (and woman) look on the bright side — the Invincible's 
Meteorological Department only needed their brollies to fend off the 
sun when they visited the Acropolis. Left to right are NA Monty 
Montgomery. LA Richie Turner , LWREN Louise Graham t LA Charlie 
Slater, Cdr Charles Stevenson t Lieut Nick Carter , PO Steve May and 
Lieut, Cdr Nick Hammond. 

QHMS Newcastle and 

• HMS Invincible arrive at Piraeus, 
ell 

• Taking a ticket to ride in Souda Bay, Crete — (left to fight) LAs 
Simon Eaton. Thomas DevlimJames; Michael Morrison and PO Gor 
don Sorfleet from HMS Boxer 


ssible but not immi- 
tdcast from Anti-Air 
m. Suddenly every- 
ce day after all ... 
■<’t be misled by these 
j Crete. The sot ships 
Invincible is joined by 
and the RFAs Qtwen 
>nstrating the Navy’s 
AID area and today’s 
xercise is designed to 
:tice, 

;ept, Lieut-Cdr Durbin 
■tale one zu\u. Action 
n stations/’ 
n layers of protective 
n the move. Hatches 
the ship as the exer- 
j that every compart- 

;d by our Harriers in 

k enemy aircraft have 
have been primed to 


ircraft coming through 

The ship shudders as 
r the side to impart 3 
. have struck fore and 
1 . As the teams start 
Jitrep; i( We have a fire 
in the forward engine 
rot and there is loss of 
e emergency power, 
her six enemy aircraft 

e the flood in 0 Foxtrot 
at just six inches — 
room and teams have 
in the diesel generator 

-rave evaded the Harri- 
d side. Sea Dart has 
ing up at five miies, 
re repeated , . . 

Ily and physically ex- 
iore at Piraeus was all 
?■ transiting the Suez 
kyo and Pusan follow 

ch for three crewmen 
Sea off Socotra near 
the MV Ghazouet, was 
be called off as the 
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At Your Leisure 



TIME OF TRIUMVIRA TES 


INTER-SERVICE rivalries 
still persist in the 1990s, of 
course, and probably always 
will. Maybe they should, to 
some degree — to help keep 
us all on our toes. 

But in the past they reached 
the point of idiocy and often 
came to threaten national secu¬ 
rity. Public dissatisfaction with 
the woeful British performance 
in the Crimean War which con¬ 
trasted with the professional¬ 
ism exhibited by the German 
General Staff in the Franco- 
Prussian War a few years later 
forced the military reforms pro¬ 
gramme that led to the forma¬ 
tion of the Committee of Impe¬ 
rial Defence. 

So it was that, in 1911, the 
Cabinet learned that the heads 
of the Army and Navy had 
quite separate plans for dealing 
with the fast-burgeoning Ger¬ 
man threat... 

They were not even to ap¬ 
proach a proper working part¬ 
nership until after the First 


LOOKING FOR A NAVAL BOOK? 

TRY US FIRST. We are NOT second hand 
dealers but have a huge stock of current 
Naval titles (many at bargain prices). Wri¬ 
te/phone (until 9pm 6 days) for our latest 
FREE catalogue. We can normally supply 
books as reviewed on this page by return 
of post. 

MARITIME BOOKS 
LISKEARD PL14 4EL 

TEL: (0579) 343663 



AUTHORS 

All subjects considered for 
co-partnership publication 

A complete professional service 
from MS to bookshop shelf 

Write (without obligation) to: 
JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. 3 

Duke House, 37 Duke Street 
London W1M 5DF 


AUTHORS 

Your Book Published 

All subjects including Memoirs, Religion, 
Poetry, Children's Stones and Fiction. 
New Authors Welcome 

EXCALIBUR PRESS OF LONDON 
(Dept. E. 53)., 

13, Knightsbridge Green, London 
SW1X 7QL. 

Member Association of Christian 
Booksellers & S P A. 


nm 

AUTHORS 

Are you looking for a publisher? 
If your book deserves publication, 
please write to: 

The Book Guild Ltd. 
Editorial Office (NN/10), 
Temple House, 25 High Street, 
Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2LU 



“HMS GANGES, the Final Fare¬ 
well.” Ideal birthday/surprise present. 
Video documentary including all 
aspects of GANGES prior to demol¬ 
ishing. NELSON HALL, LAUNDRY 
HILL, SICK QUARTERS, COVER¬ 
ED WAYS, GYMNASIUMS,, 
SPORTSFIELDS, HARBOUR, etc. 
One tear-jerking hour of nostalgia. 
Produced, directed by JOHN DOUG¬ 
LAS, author “HMS GANGES. Roll 
on my dozen!” S.A.E. details: Douglas 
House, Boscawetha, Penmarth, Cam- 
menellis, Nr. Redruth. Cornwall, 
TR16 6NX. 


World War when the Chiefs of 
Staff Committee system was in¬ 
augurated in 1923. It would be 
copied exactly by the USA 
twenty years later and both 
countries operate their defences 
on its model to this day. 

In The Chiefs (Brassey’s £30) 
General Sir William Jackson 
and Field Marshal Lord Bra- 
mall have explored the history 
of this system — and given that 
both are Army men, one him¬ 
self a notable Chief, it is a re¬ 
markably fair account that 
shows how far the old jealou¬ 
sies and suspicions have been 
eroded by the establishment of 
a unified Ministry of Defence. 

It was the Falklands conflict 

— in which Bramall was CGS 

— that saw their finest hour to 
date, perhaps, in the way they 
helped weld together political, 
strategic and tactical consider¬ 
ations into a coherent and prac¬ 
ticable whole. 

John Nott’s swingeing cuts 
were easily put aside — and it 
is in their demands for finan¬ 



NAVAL/MARITIME BOOKS 

Send now for our free comprehensive 
maritime catalogue, containing an interesting 
selection of scarce, secondhand and out of 
print books, extensively covering naval, 
shipping and seafaring activities. 

GERALD LEE Maritime Books, 

73 Clayhall Avenue, Ilford, 
Essex. IG5 OPN. 

Telepone 081 550 7317 



WORLD WAR II REVIEW 

A newsletter full of news, views and 
reviews for all those interested in 
the events of 1939-45. For free 
sample copy send a stamped, 
addressed A4 envelope to 
Broadhead Publishing, Broadhead, 
Castleshaw, Delph, Oldham 0L3 5LZ 




NOW AVAILABLE — A new 
book by Tony Spooner DSO. 
DFC. 

“FAITH HOPE AND 
MALTA GC” 

Ground and Air Heroes of 
the GC Island 

Foreword by former President of 
the Royal Air Forces Association, 
himself an ace Malta pilot. Air 
Marshall Sir Ivor Broom, KCB, CBE, 
DSO, DFC**, AFC. Both he and the 
author were there — in the thick of 
it — during those desperate days 
of the Malta siege. Malta the 
unsinkable aircraft carrier'. 

The narrative details the stark 
horror of the continuous bombing 
of the tiny island. There are stories 
of the courage and valour of the 
men and women of the navy, air 
force and army. If you, or your 
relatives served in the 
Mediterranean. There are pictures 
you must see, and names that you 
will know. The carrying of the war 
to the enemy, sinking and 
destroying the Axis navy and 
supply ships. 

The book is hard back, illustrated 
with maps and original 
photographs. Offered at the special 
pre-publication price of £15.00 
including p&p (UK only). List price 
£16.95 plus p&p. This offer is for a 
limited period. Orders to: 

Tony Roberts DFC, 

PO Box 1999 

Swindon, Wilts SN1 1ZA, UK 



cial support that Service chiefs, 
naturally enough, are seen at 
their most partisan. The Trea¬ 
sury has been their common 
enemy, against which self-inter¬ 
est was bound to prevent them 
presenting a united front. 

Perspective 

But the Falklands forced an 
altered perspective — and 
Nott, who has stood in the pil¬ 
lory once again with the 10th 
anniversary appraisals of the 
events of 1982, is here treated 
to a rare encomium. 

“No great bureaucracy like 
Whitehall welcomes the invali¬ 
dation of its perceived wisdom 
and it was all too easy to argue 
that the South Atlantic Cam¬ 
paign was an exceptional ‘one- 
off affair which was never like¬ 
ly to be repeated... It is to 
John Nott’s great credit that, as 
a result of his personal post- 
Falklands efforts, central con¬ 
tingency funds were set aside 
for the replacement ships, air¬ 
craft and equipment lost in the 
fighting; and that Defence ex¬ 
penditure was allowed to rise to 
the full NATO 3% growth line 
in real terms . ..” 

All the Chiefs of Staff of the 
post-Suez years, the authors 
aver, must share some of the 
blame for not resisting more 


strongly Treasury insistence on 
only funding projects needed 
primarily for NATO purposes. 

“It is always easy to justify 
force levels against fixed com¬ 
mitments like the specific 
pledges to the North Atlantic 
Alliance than against the ill-de¬ 
fined need to react to unexpect¬ 
ed or miscalculated threats to 
British interests elsewhere,” 
they say — though uncertain¬ 
ties over the role of the former 
with the collapse of the Warsaw 
Pact and the proliferation of 
the latter with the emergence of 
long-suppressed nationalist am¬ 
bitions released by the dissolu¬ 
tion of the Soviet Union may 
soon produce a more circum¬ 
spect attitude. 

Abhorrence 

Theirs is a very British insti¬ 
tution “suitable only for Anglo- 
Saxon style democracy with its 
abhorrence of dictatorship”. 
Their claims — that it provides 
military efficiency without loss 
of political control, cohesion -in 
land, sea and air warfare and 
balances policy and manage¬ 
ment — are open to question 
on occasion. As Donald Ca¬ 
meron Watt has pointed out, its 
danger, especially today, is that 
it may be used to impose a sin¬ 
gle solution where there may be 
a number of problems 


Quintessentially British, be¬ 
yond doubt, is the gallery of 
pen portraits of the principal 
personalities who have had to 
grapple with each other and 
with their political masters 
more often than with the ene¬ 
my, it seems, in the course of a 
spectacularly war-torn century. 

From the naval point of view 
the likes of Fisher, Beatty and' 
Cunningham from an earlier 
era are treated to the same 
even-handed appraisal as the 
authors’ own contemporaries 
and colleagues. 

Mountbatten, who “did not 
endear himself to his collea¬ 
gues” and whose concept of 
them giving him advice free 
from single-Service prejudice 
was not practicable in the face 
of their determination to main¬ 
tain “the collective responsibi¬ 
lity so dear to the British mode 
of decision-making”, was per¬ 
haps the most influential of all 
the later generation. 

. . he did focus and 
strengthen the power of the 
military voice in Whitehall as 
no-one else could have done, 
and from this the whole Chiefs 
of Staff organisation benefited. 
His successors were to remem¬ 
ber the level of authority that 
he achieved and tried to emu¬ 
late it.” 

— JFA 



■—Going with the Flo 


I ADVENTUROUS Training found its way 
into the hallowed portals of the Queen 
Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Service 
in the guise of Exercise Florence, organ¬ 
ised by Senior Nursing Officer Caroline 
Doughty (middle row, left), who recently 
qualified for her Yacht Masters Offshore 
Certificate. 

Teams of naval nurses sailed the RN’s 
ocean-going yacht Racer first to Lisbon and 
Cadiz and then on to Gibraltar. 


Adventurous Training is now an integral part 
of management training and the naval nurses 
eagerly grasped the opportunity to pit their 
wits against the elements. 

Some of the participants of Exercise Flor¬ 
ence are pictured surrounding CNO Trish 
Hambling on board Racer at the Joint Services 
Sailing Centre. Standing at the back (left) is 
CPO(MT) Ian Niel (Haslar), only male crew 
member for Leg 1. Bottom right is the Leg 1 
skipper CPO Robbie Robson. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Tony Power 




THERE Is some good 
writing in J D Robb’s 
curious little wartime 
memoir Only Survivors 
Tell Tales (Vantage 
Press £7), sales of 
which benefit LST Club 
funds. 

It is a pity, then, that it 
has been disguised as a 
novel narrated by the acci¬ 
dent-prone protagonist 
“Bertie Bott’s" conscience 
— this series of somewhat 
disconnected tales would 
have stood up better in a 
more conventional auto¬ 
biographical format 
* - 

11 Memorably J 

: Bertie’s adventures take 
him across the world to In¬ 
dia, the East Indies, Aus¬ 
tralia — and finally Japan 
after the surrender, when a 
grim day’s sight-seeing in 
Hiroshima is memorably 
evoked by the confused 
reaction of a few simple 
setters. 

“The stones of what 
they afterwards disco¬ 
vered was the United 
Press building were stand¬ 
ing enough for them to pic¬ 
nic on the highest point of 
the building, and they 
wrote their names in urine 
on the dust of Hiroshima. 
There might have been 
other ways of expressing 
their thoughts, but the 
young men who had been 
through so much together 
and come so far from 
home were either going to 
cry for the human race or 
urinate upon It...” 

Robb's vignettes of 
(mostly) naval ttfe in his 
wartime career are mostly 
Rgbt-hearted — but nearly 
an have a macabre taint 
that Roald Dahl would have 
appreciated. 

Bertie almost comes to 
grief at the end of the sto¬ 
ry, when trying to smuggle 
a samurai sword past Cus¬ 
toms at Portsmouth. En¬ 
cumbered by the trophy, 
which he has bandaged to 
his leg, he fails overboard 
his 1ST — and is brought 
to the surface bleeding 
and naked from the waist 
down after a Leading Sea¬ 
man dives down to out him 
free from the souvenir that 
symbolised his survival 

_JFA 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

Then leading co-operative publisher 
may be able to help you. Write to: 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh — Cambridge — Durham 
Editorial Office (NN), 5 Hutton 
Close, South Church, Bishop 
Auckland, Durham DL14 6XB 


S K Y PEOPLE 

CHEAP FLIGHTS 

Alicante, Faro, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Lanzarote and many more ... 

FREE HOLIDAY INSURANCE 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES 

Odd durations, weekends, long 
stay offers. 

(0293) 567916 for full details. 
Room 1226 

Gatwick Hilton International 

Gatwick Airport 

West Sussex RH6 0LL. 

Telephone: (0293) 567916. 

Telex: 678977 Registered 

Number 1779584. 

Skypeople is a trading division of Avro PLC. 



























































‘The convoy will not disperse, gentlemen 
It goes through. No matter what...’ 


HIS NEW WORLD 
WAR II BESTSELLER 


‘A stirring tale 
of the Atlantic 
war... one can 
almost smell 
the sea and the 
burning oil as 
Hitler’s U-boats 
wreak havoc’ 

SUNDAY EXPRESS 


Out now in paperback £4.99 


Options 


LIVING AND DYING BY THE NAZI BOOK 


KRETSCHMER, Prien, Schepk 
vn of [ 


- — " ~ J ~ ’ 7 ~ ~ 

come the best known 
commanders. 


.... * these have be* 

Donitz’s submarine 


Yet Wolfgang Luth was second only to Kretschmer 
with his tally of 47 Allied ships and a submarine and 
perhaps he has been unfairly neglected. 

„ He is not altogether an attractive subject, though. In U-Boat 
Ace (Airtife El 5.95) Jordan Vause reveals an ardent Nazi ideo¬ 
logue who, even his best friend admitted, had no sympathy for 
the misery he inflicted on the crews of the ships he destroyed. 

There were occasions when he treated survivors with clemen¬ 
cy and his concern for his own men earned him their devotion. 
Perhaps this was not wholly calculated, though Vause de¬ 
scribes at length the techniques of studied unconcern the best 
commanders practised to inspire confidence in their crews 
when they were themselves under attack. 


Not a few U-boats were lost when the 
behoved the "old man” to exude a sense 
he simply went to sleep, which seems an 
in the circumstances ... 

Luth’s own end was ironic. Against all 
the war and was area commander at r 
short-lived Donitz government, when, on 
shot by a sentry. 

Three times he had failed to answer 
orders stated: “Ask once for 


i panicked, so i 
calm. Sometimi 
xcess of sang fro 


Unusually, the Allied authorities 
mission for an orthodox Nazi funen 
swastika-draped obsequies of Wi 
last tribute to the Kriegsmarine and to 
threshold of an uncertain and sinister 


At Your Leisure 


odds he sure 
burg, seat of 
14,1945, he 


ard’s chall 
password, 


omtz special pi 
s last Fuhrer, t 
th seemed like 
any Itself “on tl 
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Lured on to 


A LONELY young Royal 
Navy rating becomes deeply 
attached to a female pen 
friend. He writes her over 
200 letters, but they never 
meet. Though he actually 
proposes marriage to her, in 
his heart of hearts he proba¬ 
bly doesn’t want to; for a 
naive, rather withdrawn 
youngster a fantasy rela¬ 
tionship is easier to cope 
with. 

Not such an unusual sitution 

— many charming friendships 
have been sustained for years 
by this means. One, subtly ro¬ 
mantic and based on a shared 
love of antiquarian books, was 
the subject of the recent film 
hit “84 Charing Cross Road.” 

Unfortunately in this case 
the girl never actually existed 

— and the sailor sent his be¬ 


loved “Diana” (in fact a con 
man who placed an ad in the 


Gordon Honeycombe 

Pen Pals section of this news¬ 
paper) the best part of £20,000 
before he learned the terrible 
truth. 

Now Gordon Honeycombe 


has fictionalised this true story 
in Siren Song (Hutchinson 
£16.99). The former TV news¬ 
caster has a taste for the bizarre 
— Dragon Under the Hill was a 
memorably macabre piece of 
mystical Nordic whimsy a few 
years ago — and he has extend¬ 
ed this sorry* little tale of decep¬ 
tion to a surprising length. 

It could hardly have been 
done without the co-operation 
of the victim who, it is hoped, 
will remain anonymous and 
who stands to collect 25 per 
cent of the royalties from the 
amiable erstwhile TV 
housewives' choice. 

It is well-researched, too, 
though much of the necessarily 
imagined dialogue doesn’t ring 
true. The mess deck cross-talk 
seems oddly dated — likely 
ladies ceased being “bints” a 
quarter of a century ago, 
surely? 


DOWN TO BASICS - 
SEX AND VIOLENCE 

BASIC Instinct has gained notoriety, not to mention massive profitability, via its full-blooded 
revival of that traditional figure, the femme fatale. As played by Sharon Stone (aka, in Sun- 
speak, No-Knickers Sharon, a reference to one of the film’s already legendary moments) she is 
portrayed as insolently, shamelessly using her high-voltage sexuality to snare partners of 
either sex to satisfy her whim of the moment. 


But — just how fatale is this 
femme? Could she, indeed, be 
the homicidal blonde whose 
handiwork with an icepick is 
currently cooling off down at 
the county morgue? Michael 
Douglas, again demonstrating 
his astute touch in choosing 
money-spinning projects, is the 
cop assigned to investigate the 
case and who quickly finds 
himself mesmerised by his 
number one suspect. 

From its shocking opening 
scene to its nerve-racking final 
shot, the picture grips like a pit¬ 
bull — while exhibiting, it must 
be said, about the same degree 
of subtlety and finesse. Catch it 
now — on 16mm — while it’s 
hot. The video version, accord¬ 
ing to rumour, is likely to be 
missing a snippet or two. 

Macho man also has woman 
trouble — though of a very dif¬ 
ferent order — in Stop! Or My 
Mom Will Shoot. Tough cop 
Sylvester Stallone is leading a 
happy bachelor life in Los 
Angeles, catching the bad guys, 
not bothering to wash the pots 
and so on, when one day his 
mother flies in from the Bronx. 
In no time, she’s taken a Brillo 
pad to his new gun, she’s show¬ 
ing his baby photos all around 
the squadroom and is feeding 
him breakfasts so huge that he 
spends the rest of the day swal¬ 
lowing packets of Turns. 


One suspects this project 
changed hands a few times 
since, according to the stereo¬ 
type, the story ought to feature 
a Jewish mother and son. As it 
is, with Stallone apparently try¬ 
ing to shed his action-man 


Screen 

Scene 


image, the film offers lots of 
scope for him to demonstrate 
bemusement, bafflement and 
comic exasperation. 

His previous movie, inciden¬ 
tally, Oscar, is available from 
the RNFC Video Library. It’s 
an old-fashioned stage adapta¬ 
tion, a one-set farce in which he 
plays a prohibition-era gang¬ 
ster, with (a reverse angle on 
Stop! Or ...) a daughter out to 
destroy his tranquillity. 

And now, some news just in: 
Mick Jagger is after Emilio Es¬ 
tevez’s body . . . Before m’ 
learned friends let fly with the 
writs (“Navy News in record 
pay-out!”) let us scurry to ex¬ 
plain that this is merely a refer¬ 
ence to the plot of their latest 
picture. Freejack opens with a 
poser for Estevez: one moment 
he’s in a racing car hurtling 
towards certain death, the next 
he’s strapped to an operating 
table 50 years in the future. 


Turns out he’s been snaffled 
up by Jagger’s gang of time-tra¬ 
velling body snatchers, who 
roam through the past, bagging 
healthy specimens at the point 
of death and selling them to the 
transplant industry. 

Resourceful Estevez makes 
his escape and the rest of the 
movie is the tale of his pursuit 
by the grim-faced Rolling 
Stone. Professor Stephen 
Hawking, author of A Brief 
History of Time, put his finger 
on the credibility problem com¬ 
mon to all such stories. We can 
take it as certain, as said, that 
time travel will never be in¬ 
vented. If it were to be, we 
would already have been inun¬ 
dated by visitors from the 
future. To which the only poss¬ 
ible rejoinder is: what if they 
are here, but are being very 
discreet? 

Another recent addition to 
the Video Library — Times- 
cape — has fun with a similar 
theme, and imagines some fu¬ 
turistic Thomas Cook’s selling 
package tours with a difference 
— viewing, from a safe dis¬ 
tance, major disasters in his¬ 
tory. At last, maybe, we can in¬ 
fer the identity of that 
mysterious ship which allegedly 
stood off as the Titanic went 
down in 1912 ... 

— Bob Baker 


The con man was caught and 
duly collected a well-deserved 
30 months in the clink — 
though he was out after 10 — a 
cautionary tale both for love¬ 
lorn sailors and the lower forms 
of life that may be tempted to 
prey upon them. 

Does any of this give the pro¬ 
spective pen pal pause? Well, 
some of the introductions made 
through Navy News have led to 
the altar; not too many, it must 
be hoped, have ended in tears. 
They still form the biggest part 
of our postbag. 

— J FA 


-The Greek- 
Campaign 
as told by 
survivors 

PREVIOUSLY unpublished accounts by naval eyewit¬ 
nesses of the Greek Campaign of 1940-41 have been 
collected by Edwin Horlington in Tell Them We Were 
Here (Edlington Press £8.50). 


The confusion that 
reigned in Operation Demon, 
the evacuation from Kalama- 
ta and environs, is blamed 
on inferior communications 
— things might have turned 
out differently if naval sig¬ 
nalmen and telegraphists 
had been attached to the 
Army ashore, Cdr. H W 
Biggs of HMS Hero conclud¬ 
ed. 

The problem was vividly il¬ 
lustrated when HM ships 
Phoebe, Hero, Hereward, 
Defender et al arrived at Ka- 
iamata expecting to take off 
8,000 men. 

Wasted 

“There was nobody there” 
the (anonymous) RN ap¬ 
praisal noted. “Although 
troops were in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, they had not re¬ 
ceived information that the 
Navy would be coming in for 
them that night. Thus pre¬ 
cious minutes were wasted 
while contact was made with 
the military authorities. 

“Then things moved swift¬ 
ly. Berthing two at a time, 


the three destroyers carry¬ 
ing 1,200 or more each trip, 
ferried 8,650 troops to the 
waiting transports. If it had 
not been for the official de¬ 
lay they might have collect¬ 
ed another 3,000, but they 
had already remained for 
longer than was wise and it 
was after 4 am when the 
convoy finally sailed.” 

There was no air cover to 
counter the concentrated at¬ 
tacks of the Luftwaffe and 
so it was only practicable for 
evacuations to take place at 
night. 

Six cruisers, 19 des¬ 
troyers, three escort ves¬ 
sels, three corvettes and six 
‘A’ lighters took part — all 
the light naval forces avail¬ 
able. Since events ashore 
moved with unexpected 
swiftness, communications 
were inevitably chaotic. In 
these circumstances the 
rescue of a total of 50,000 
officers and men — almost 
all it had been hoped to 
bring off, in fact — was a 
superb achievement. 

— JFA 
































At Your Service 



Reunions 


Calling Old Shipmates i 


COMMCEN Gibraltar 1979-80 (including 
Windmill Hill signal/RXER Stations and 
Northfront): A reunion is being planned for 
1993. Anyone interested please contact ex- 
CCY Pusser Hill on 0705 730053 or ex- 
LRO(G) Mac McWilliams on 0705 294417. 

21st Escort Group (HM ships Conn, By¬ 
ron, Redmill, Deane, Rupert and Fitzroy) 
1943-45: A reunion will be held at the Moat 
House Hotel, Southampton on October 17. 
For full details contact Tony Saunders on 
0329 662336 or Eddie Hale on 0247 
861407. All former shipmates and their 
wives are welcome. 

Bounty Boys Assn, will be dedicating a 
plaque at Sea Cadet Headquarters in mem¬ 
ory of the Bounty Boys who died during the 
Second World War. Anyone wishing to join 
the association and attend the reunion 
should contact Jack Brown, 115 EversleTgh 
Road, London SW11 5UY (tel. 071 228 
7237). 

HMS Kipling held their 50th reunion at the 
Ashburn Hotel, Fordingbridge on May 11 
attended by 64 shipmates and friends. 
Guest of honour was Countess Mountbat- 
ten of Burma. A wreath was laid on the 
memorial for the late captain and HMS In¬ 
vincible laid a wreath at sea over the place 
HMS Kipling was sunk. Anyone interested 
in attending their next reunion in May 1993 
should contact E. Clark, 11 Melrose Ave¬ 
nue, Cove, Farnborough GUI4 9SY (tel. 
0252 548853). 

Artificer Apprentice Entry 46 (HMS Fis- 
gard 1962): Anyone interested in a reunion 
please contact Lieut.-Cdr. Dave Hambrook, 
■Wardroom, HMS Collingwood (tel. 0705 
551067). 

LCG and F. Assn, held their first reunion 
in Portsmouth in May, thanks to the hard 
work of Jack Brewin. In recognition of his 
service Jack was appointed Vice-President 
Founder Member. Anyone wishing to join 
the association should contact Doug Bal¬ 
lard, 99 Cranbury Road, Eastleigh S05 5HE 
(tel. 0702 618839). 

Grenville Division, Aircraft Apprentices 
1942: A reunion will be held on July 18. For 
further information contact Tom Hawkes, 
St. Ives, 12 Reef Close, Littlehampton, W. 
Sussex BN 17 6QG. 

HMS Jamaica Assn, will be holding their 
eighth reunion at the Royal Sailors' Home 
Club, Portsmouth on September 19. Further 
details from S. Wanstall, 64a Ditchline Rise, 
Brighton BN1 40P (tel. 0273 695118). 

HMS Maxton: Anyone interested in 
attending a reunion please contact Chris 
Wilkinson, 45 Kinross Cres., Great Barr, 
Birmingham B43 7PU (tel. 021 360 9699). 

HMS Beachampton: Anyone interested in 
a reunion please contact Chris Wilkinson, 
45 Kinross Cres., Great Barr, Birmingham 
B43 7PU (tel. 021 360 9699). 

23rd Destroyer Flotilla held their fourth 
reunion in the WOs' and Senior Rates’ 
Mess, HMS Nelson. Over 80 shipmates and 
their wives attended. 

White Cliffs Veterans: The Royal Mar¬ 
ines School of Music is composing a new 
Hellfire Corner March to be played at the 
reunion on September 19-20. For details of 
the reunion send a s.a.e. to Ken Flint, 77 
Lydia Road, Walmer, Kent CT14 9JY (tel. 
0304 369538). Applicants will then be regis¬ 
tered for the medal to be struck to com¬ 
memorate the 50th anniversary of the shell¬ 
ing ending (anyone applying for registration 
alone need not send an s.a.e.). 

864 Sqn. (1962-64): The second reunion 
will take place at the Nautical Club, Birming¬ 
ham on October 3. Anyone interested 
please contact Dave Saltmarsh on 0371 
850398 or Dave Scowen on 0322 385054 
after 1800 hrs. 


HMS Fisgard, Class 37, 1959: A reunion 
will be held on board HMS Victory on Sep¬ 
tember 18. Those interested please contact 
Lieut.-Cdr. David ’’Chippy” Harris, HMS 
Victory, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth, no 
later than August. 14. 

HMS Dido will hold a final reunion and 
farewell dinner at the Moat House Hotel, 
Bolton on September 11.1993 to commem¬ 
orate the 50th anniversary of Operation 
Slapstick. For details send s.a.e. to A. G. 
Brotchie, Dido, 1 Nourse Dr.. Heacham, Nr. 
King's Lynn, Norfolk PEI3 7SD. 

HMS Serene Assn. (1944-46) celebrated 
their 13th reunion at Lingfield, Surrey on 
April 25. The association's members were 
able to meet Serena, the adopted six-year- 
old urchin from HMS Serene's side party in 
1946 and who was educated at the RC Mis¬ 
sion School, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong. 
For further details about the association 
contact Eric Drummond, 5 Green Way, 
Scarcroft, Leeds LSI4 3BJ (tel. 0532 
892222). 

HMS Sovereign, Second Commission: 

The decommissioning dance will take place 
at the Royal Fleet Club, Devonport on July 
30. Tickets are £5 per head and are avail¬ 
able from LS(TS) Rogers, Decommissioning 
Dance Secretary, HMS Sovereign, BFPO 
390 (cheques to be made payable to Wel¬ 
fare Fund HMS Sovereign). All second com¬ 
mission ex-Sovereigns are welcome. 

TS Thunderer, Aberystwyth will be cele¬ 
brating their 50th anniversary in March 
1994. All ex-cadets interested in a reunion 
please contact the unit at Riverside Ter¬ 
race, Xbersytwytn. The unit would a'lso'be 
interested in photographs or other memora¬ 
bilia covering the 50 years it has been in 
existence. 

HMS Arethusa Assn, will hold their fourth 
reunion at The Royal Sailors’ Home Club, 
Portsmouth on November 14. Details, en¬ 
closing s.a.e., are available from Tom Saw¬ 
yer, 4 Victoria Rd., Wood Lane, Rothwell, 
Leeds LS26 0AA. 

Home Rover Crew/1 st Home Group, Mal¬ 
ta: Former RN and RM personnel interested 
in a final reunion in 1993 please contact 
Dave Thompson on 0992 441936. 

HMS Iveston: A reunion will be held on 
July 21. All ex-lvestonians and their guests 
will be welcome. Details and tickets are 
available from Ray Howe on 0705 526831. 

HMS Ganges 1953: Anyone interested in 
a reunion please contact Ian Puckering, 9 
Bourne View, Greenford, Middlesex UB6 
7QS (tel. 081 902 0607). 

899 NAS Sqn. 1942: Anyone interested in 
attending a reunion to mark the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the squadron’s formation please 
write, with details of their service record in 
899, including official number, to Lieut. R. P. 
Stone, 899 Naval Air Squadron, RN air sta¬ 
tion Yeovilton, llchester, Somerset BA22 
8HT (tel. 0935 455293). 

Junglies Cocktail Party will be held at 
Sherborne Castle on July 24. All officers 
with Junglie background are welcome. For 
security reasons entry will be by ticket only. 
Requests, with mess no., to Lieut. Reyn¬ 
olds, 3 Commando Brigade, Air Squadron 
RN air station Yeovilton, llchester, Somer¬ 
set BA22 8HT (tel. 0935 840551 ext. 6313). 

LST Landing Craft Assn.: Plans are al¬ 
ready under way for the 1993 and 1994 
reunions. For details of membership con¬ 
tact Cyril llott, 59 Reynolds Road, Ipswich 
IP3 0JW. 

HMS Trinidad Assn, held a successful 
reunion in May to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the sinking of HMS Trinidad 
by enemy action in the Barents Sea. Follow¬ 
ing a service of remembrance at St. Nicho¬ 
las Church, HMS Drake, a reception and 






THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 


A 


Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 


ARNO, Ihe Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving 
and Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN, RM. WRNS, QARNNS and 
their Reserves. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows or former members) with grants and 
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £1 million, wherever 
there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: ‘House 
Purchase Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, 
and competitive conveyancing costs *AA Membership saving up to £30 per 
year ‘Legal & Medical Consultations at free or favourable rates ‘Trade 
Discounts of up to 33% in a wide range of services including insurance, 
travel, medical, jewellery, wines and many more. 

A List of Members and a Year Book are issued, and ARNO organises: 
*Regional Social functions and group holidays, *a list of members 
worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays ‘Social 
introductions * Mail redirection ‘Swords and uniform items for sale ‘an 
ARNO credit card 

For membership application form complete the following: 


To: Lt. Cdr. I M P Coombes RN, ARNO, 70 Porchester Terrace, London 
W2 3TP. Please send me details and a membership application form 






buffet lunch was held in the WOs’ and SRs’ 
mess. 

16th Destroyer Flotilla: A thank you to all 

shipmates of HM ships Windsor, Walpole, 
Whitshed, Worcester, Wyvern, Southdown, 
Hambledon, Eglinton, Montrose and 
Mackay for a successful first reunion at 
their wartime base in Harwich on May 9-10. 

HMS Wolfhound (1940-45): A fifth reun¬ 
ion will be held at the Union Jack Club, 
Waterloo on September 25. Further details 
from J. Benians, Woodstock, Pond Rd., 
Healdey, Bordon GU35 8NN (tel. 0428 
712221). 

Russian Convoy Club: A new branch has 
been formed in the Avon/Somerset/Wilts 
area. Anyone wishing to join and attend 
branch meetings should ring 0934 732198 
or 0275 871316. 

HMS Widgeon 1942: On September 13 at 
Courseulles Sur Mer, near Caen, Norman¬ 
dy, there will be a reunion in honour of the 
French torpedo boat Siroco. The ship was 
sunk but many of her ship's company were 
rescued by the British destroyer HMS Wid¬ 
geon, commanded by Capt. R. M. Freder¬ 
ick. It is hoped that former shipmates from 
the Widgeon will be able to attend this reun¬ 
ion organised by the Amical des Anciens de 
Marine Dunkerque. For further details 
please contact Mr H. Bark way, 1 Park 
Mews, Park Road, East Molesey, Surrey 
KT8 9LD. 

HMS Diana (1954-56): A reunion will be 
held at the Birmingham Nautical Club on 
September 26. Further details from Brian 
W,- 

erham S61 3JG (tel. 0709 564153). 

HMS Comus Comrades held a successful 
reunion at York on May 9-10 which was 
attended by 84 shipmates. The next reunion 
will be held in the POs’ Mess, HMS Nelson, 
on October 17, details to be announced at a 
later date. 

Russian Convoy Club (North and East 
Midlands Branch) will hold their next meet¬ 
ing at the RNA Club, Coulson Rd., Lincoln 
on July 25. Further details from Roy Willis, 
19 Lindsey Close, West Bessacarr, Don¬ 
caster (tel. 0302 538191). 

Artificer Apprentices, Torpoint (1943- 
47): A reunion dinner for Collingwood Divis¬ 
ion will be held at the Grand Hotel, Plym¬ 
outh Hoe, on October 3. Details from 
Maurice Bunn, 56 Moor Lane, St. Budeaux, 
Plymouth (tel. 0752 362489). 

River Class Assn. (1942-46): The se¬ 
venth reunion will be held at the RNA Club, 
Riverside, Adelaide Rd., Royal Leamington 
Spa on September 26. Further details from 
Peter Horrell, Spriddlestone Lodge, Wem- 
bury Rd., Wembury, Plymouth PL9 0DQ (tel. 
0752 408308). 


Coastal Forces Veterans: 12 members of 
the London branch visited Ostend in May to 
pay homage to those men who lost their 
lives on February 14, 1945 when 12 British 
MTBs caught fire and exploded. The Ost¬ 
end and District RBL welcomes visiting 
groups — further details from J. Harris on 
059 508092. 

British Pacific Fleet Assn. (HMS Indefa¬ 
tigable): Members of the association visited 
Australia for the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of the Coral Sea. Highlights included 
a visit to HMAS Nirimba and a march on 
Anzac Day. 

HMS Coventry: Anyone who served in 
HMS Coventry and wishes to meet up with 
former shipmates and attend reunions 
please contact ex-POOEL Jan Oxford, 50 
Westover Road, Copnor, Portsmouth P03 
6NS. 

Algerines Assn, held their eighth annual 
reunion at Portsmouth. Next year’s reunion 
will be held in Blackpool — for further de¬ 
tails contact Philip Willis, Elmfield, 5 Forest 
Dr., Heacham, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE31 
7AP (tel. 0486 70115). 

HMS Ganges 1963, 58 Rect., Colling¬ 
wood 35 Mess, 240 and 241 Classes and 
59 Rect, HMS Drake 37 Mess, 250 and 251 
Classes: Any members or instructors inter¬ 
ested in a reunion in 1992/3 contact, for 
Collingwood, M. Kelly, 52 Waby Close, 
Grimsby DN37 9HN (tel. 0472 885811) or for 
Drake, Les Lanebridge, 20 Lime Court, Wig- 
more, Gillingham, Kent ME8 0LP (tel. 0634 
235537). 

Nq. 1 Combined Training Centre: Over 
40 former members met for the first reunion 
at Inveraray. For further details contact 
James Jepson, Combined Operations 
Museum, Argyll Estates Office, Cherry 
Park, Inveraray PA32 8XE (tel. 0499 2203). 

FAA Armourers Assn.: Anyone wishing 
to join the association please contact Mick 
Holdsworth, Aylesham Lodge, Adisham 
Rd., Barham, Canterbury CT4 6EY. 

HMS Duke (1941-46): 140 members at¬ 
tended the third reunion at Malvern. For 
further information about the association 
contact P. F. Brown, Quinton, Park Rd., 
Lake Lane, Barnham, West Sussex P022 
0AQ (tel. 0243 551399). 

HMS Punjabi: Over 30 people attended 
the 50th anniversary service at Plymouth 
Hoe War Memorial in May. For further infor¬ 
mation about the association contact P. W. 
Phillips, 56 Melbury Rd., Knowle, Bristol 
BS4 2RP. (tel. 0272 715749). 

Sri Lanka Salute: A group of 146 veter¬ 
ans, wives and friends took part in the 50th 
commemoration visit to Sri Lanka and were 
present when a memorial was unveiled by 
Air Commodore L. G. Birchall at Koggala 
Lake. 


FIFTY YEARS ON 


LCT 357: Would Stoker Tug Wilson, Wire- 
man(LC) Wally Lippingwell or any other for¬ 
mer shipmate please contact Don Andrews, 
12 Cook Close, Lakewood Village, Laurie- 
ton, 2443, NSW, Australia. 

LCT 318 (3) 11th LCT Flotilla: Would any 
former shipmate contact ex-Wireman J. B. 
Routledge, 7 Churchill Avenue, Whitley Bay 
NE25 8UY. 

HMS Tapir (1944-46): Mr D. A. Butler, 2 
Higher Lavorrick, Mevagissey, Cornwall 
PL26 6TB (tel: 0726 842469) would like to 
hear from former shipmates who served in 
the Tapir from Aug 1944-Sept 1946. 

HM ships Rosaura (1940-42), Cattistock 
(1942-44) and Princess Alice (1945): Ex- 
Tel G. G. Clough, 20 Shrewsbury Road, 
Cockshott, Ellesmere, N Shropshire SY12 
0JE (tel: 0939 270320) would like to hear 
from former shipmates with whom he 
served in the communications branch. 

HMS Pembroke (1940): Tom Walters, 33 
White Oak Dr., Finchfield, Wolverhampton 
WV3 9AQ (tel. 0902 763717) would like to 
hear from ex-stoker Ernie Millard whose 
last known address was Smallwood Rd., 
Tooting. He served in Chatham with Tom 
Webster, of Leicester, and Tom Walters, of 
Wolverhampton. 

HMS St. George (1946) and HMS Keppel 
(1956): Ex-POM(E) K. Stoodley, 29 Vernons 
Court, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3QF (tel. 
420047) would like to contact Felix 
Saunders and J. Walker. 

HMS Forth (1954-56): Derek Hunter, 9 
Tunstall Rd., Harrogate HG2 7RG, would 
like to hear from cooks A. Lilley (Scarbor- 
tju^),T. \Yn% <$>. and anyone 
else who served in HMS Forth. 

HMCS Puncher (1944-45): Ex-ST 
CPO(RCN) Ron Male, 17 St. Claire Ave., 
Nepean, Ontario, Canada K2G 128, would 
like to contact Barry Bickle and Dennis 
Money. 

HMS Lasso (Force Pluto): Mervyn A. 
Reece, 498 Reynolds Rd., Research, Vic¬ 
toria, 3095, Australia, would like to contact 
any former ship's company, in particular the 
Stokers who served in HMS Lasso. 

HM ships Drake, St. Angelo, Prince of 
Wales, Cape Town, Ganges and Slinger: 
Mrs E. Osborne, 24 Cosheton Rd., Fair- 
water, Cardiff CF5 3NR, would like to hear 
from shipmates who served with her hus¬ 
band LS Frederick William Osborne during 
the period 1937-53, especially those who 
may have photographs of him. 

HMS St Vincent: Malcolm Pink (tel. 0737 
248455) and Horace Willett (tel. 0983 68143) 
would like to hear from former members of 
D178 class with view to a reunion. 

HMS Jaguar (1939-42): Ex-Seaman Gun¬ 
ner Billie Lynch, 10 Gower Place, Mumbles, 
Swansea SA3 4AB (tel. 0792 362456) would 
like to hear from former shipmates who sur¬ 
vived the sinking of the ship at Tobruk in 
1942. 

HMS Rooke (1977-78): Luigi Fisher, Rm 
455, British Embassy, BFPO 2. would like to 
hear from ROI(G) Kit Carson, or anyone 
who knows of his whereabouts. He was last 
serving in HMS Abdiel. Any other Gib 


COMMCEN Ods from that time also get in 
contact. 

HM ships Cochrane, Drake and Pem¬ 
broke (1939): Frances Blake, Barkers 
Piece, Moorend Common, Frieth, Henley- 
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 6PU would like to 
hear from former shipmates. 

HMS Adamant (1941-42): Frank Coggins, 
16 Newton St., Newton St. Faith, Norwich 
NR10 3AD (tel. 0603 890769) would like to‘ 
hear from former shipmates who served 
with him in the depot ship HMS Adamant. 

HM ships Ganges, Defender, Harrier, 
Loch Fyne, Scorpion, Terror and Cochrane 
(1954-69): P. K. Cobbing, 26a Donne St., 
West Coburg, Melbourne, Victoria 3058, 
Australia would like to hear from former 
shipmates. 

HMS Musketeer: Ex-AB W. Durrant, 13 
Takeley Close, Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 
1QH would like to hear from ex-AB Don 
Kemp with whom he served in the Russian 
Convoys and who was his son’s godfather. 

V and W Assn.: Shipmates who served in 
any V and W ships are invited to contact C. 
W. Fairbrother, Stable Cottage, Colchester 
Rd., West Beraholt, Colchester C06 3JQ 
(tel. 0206 240614) giving full details of ship, 
rank/rate, when and where served, any cita¬ 
tions as well as episodes and experiences. 

HMS Wensleydale (1942-45): Henry Leh¬ 
mann (Jack Dusty), 13 Park Rd., Denmead, 
Waterlooville P07 6NE (tel. 0705 255495) 
would like to hear from Norman Bancroft 
(EA), Bob Bryant (Yeo), Gunners’ Mate 
Barnes, Tom Linley (TGM), POSTD Lucas, 
LS Preston (HSD), PO Stuckey and other 
members of the CPOs’ and POs' Mess, re¬ 
garding details of a reunion at Hawes, 
Wensleydale, N. Yorks on Oct. 24. 

HMS Mauritius (1944-46): A. F. Gardner. 
22 Pencommin, Llangynidr, Crick-Howell, 
Powys NP8 1LT, would like to hear from 
former shipmates, in particular A ‘Turrets" 
crew. 

HMS Ilex (1942-44): Air Cdre. M. Wight- 
Boycott, The Chesteine, High Street, Mil¬ 
verton, Taunton, Somerset TA4 1LW (tel. 
Milverton 400 033) would like to hear from 
Sub.-Lieut. Thomas Eric Harris RNVR and 
Stoker Sidney Green. 

Merchant Navy Assn.: Any ex-DEMS 
Gunners, RN or RFA personnel who wish to 
join the association please contact James 
Carton, 38 Windermere Rd., Hyde, Cheshire 
SKI 4 4PU (tel. 061 368 1124). 

Minewarfare and Clearance Diving Offi¬ 
cers’ Assn.: Anyone wishing to join the as¬ 
sociation please contact Lieut.-Cdr. R. J. 
Hoole, HMS Nelson (Gunwharf), Ports¬ 
mouth POI 3HH (tel. 0705 822351 ext. 
24011). 

HMS Diana (1954-56): Shipmates of the 
first commission interested in a reunion 
please contact Brian Snow, 226 Kimber- 
worth Park Rd., Rotherham S61 3JG (tel. 
0709 564153). 

HM ships Cossack, Hythe and Rye: F. G. 

Bath, 50 Studland Rd., Millbrook, South¬ 
ampton would like to hear from former 
shipmates. 


A LOOK BACK at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy half a 
century ago this month: 

THE month was overshadowed by the disaster of the North Rus¬ 
sian Convoy PQ17. Thought to be threatened by attack by the Tirpitz, 
it was ordered to scatter by direct signal from the Admiralty. Twenty- 
three of the 36 merchants ships were then picked off by air and 
submarine attack. 

It was, however, a good period for sinking U-boats and Italian 
submarines; 14 were sunk, three of these on the Eastern Seaboard 
by US forces. Merchant shipping losses better than June, but still 128 
ships (600,000 tons) lost. 


.Over to You 


Principal events included: 

3: Free French destroyer Le Tigre sank 
U-215 off New York. 

4: PQ17 ordered to scatter. 

5: HMS Niger sunk in British minefield off 
Iceland. RAF Wellington sank U-502 in Bay 
of Biscay. 

9: HMS Hyacinth captured Italian sub¬ 
marine off Beirut. 

11: HM South African Naval Forces ships 
Protea and Southern Maid sank Italian sub¬ 
marine off Beirut. HM ships Pelican, Spey 
and French ship Leopard sank U-136 off 
Madeira. HM ships Beaufort, Dulverton. 
Eridge and Hurworth bombarded Mersa 
Matruh. Albacores of 820 Squadron drove 
ships in harbour to sea, where an ammuni¬ 


tion ship was sunk by the destroyers. 

14: HMS Lulworth sank Italian submarine 
off Azores. 

17: RAF Lancaster and Whitley sank 
U-751 in SW Approaches. 

19: HM ships Dido, Euryalus, Javelin, Jer¬ 
vis, Pakenham and Paladin bombarded 
Mersa Matruh. HM ships Aldenham and 
Dulverton engaged E-boats. 

24: HMCS St Croix sank U-90 in Atlantic. 

31: HMC Ships Skeena and Wetaskiwin 
sank U-588 in Atlantic. HM ships Erne, 
Rochester and Sandwich sank U-213 off 
the Azores. RCAF Hudson sank U-754 in 
West Atlantic. 

Taken from The Royal Navy Day by Day. 


SS Thistlegorm: Barbara Schwepcke, 
German ZDF Television, 30 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HO (tel: 071-233 
4100) would like to hear from those who 
survived when the Thistlegorm was sunk by 
bombs dropped from a German airplane in 
the Red Sea on Oct 16, 1941, with view to 
taking part in a television documentary. 

Montague Whalers: Brett Winslade, 18 
Wake Lawn, Milton, Portsmouth P04 8HU 
(tel: 0705 831394) would like to hear from 
anyone who can help the Hampshire Fire 
Brigade Whaler Section obtain a whaler of 
their own. He would be also be happy to 
hear from those wishing to take part in their 
“whaler weekend” on Aug 14-16 

BYMS Minesweeper, Great Yarmouth: 
Helen Crill, 20 Greville Close, Walton-on- 
Naze, Essex C014 8HR (tel: 0255 675614) 
would like to hear from anyone who served 
in BYMS minesweeper which rescued the 
crew of a Flying Fortress which rescued the 
25 miles off Great Yarmouth after returning 
from a bombing raid on Berlin. 

Dunkirk XD Demolition Parties: George 
Ransome, 85 Norton Street, Old Trafford, 
Manchester Ml6 7GU would like informa¬ 
tion about the port demolition parties, in 


particular the name of the commanding offi¬ 
cer of each party from XD ”H” to XD "P", 
the date and port of departure, name of 
ship conveying them and the date and port 
of arrival. 

HMS Sovereign Second Commission: 

The decommissioning dance will take place 
at the Royal Fleet Club, Devonport on July 
30. Tickets are £5 per head from LS(TS) 
Rogers. Decommissioning Dance Secre¬ 
tary, HMS Sovereign BFPO 390 — cheques 
made payable to Welfare Fund, HMS Sov¬ 
ereign. 

LAEM(M) Donald Murray, formerly of RN 
air station Portland. Clare and Michael Put- 
tick, 20 Estella Rd., Buckland, Portsmouth 
P02 7SG (tel. 0705 870572) would like to 
hear from LAEM(M) Donald (Scott) Murray 
and his wife Britt. LAEM(M) Murray’s god¬ 
son Matthew is ill and the Puttick family 
wish to contact him as soon as possible. 

HM ships Repulse and Prince of Wales: 

A few solid pewter memorial medallions 
commemorating their loss 50 years ago are 
still available. Apply to Peter G. Dunstan, 23 
Page St., Mill Hill, London NW7 2EL. 



A gift not to be sniffed at 


A NINETEENTH century naval 
seaman’s handkerchief, dat¬ 
ed 1899, has been retrieved 
from an old sailor’s ditty box 
and returned to the place 
where all the Navy’s sailors 
are now trained. 

Captain of HMS Raleigh, 
Capt. Richard Irwin, was pre¬ 
sented with this unusual gift 
by Cllr. and Mrs Maxted from 
Dartford, Kent. 

It originally belonged to 
Cllr. Maxted’s father, Thomas 
Maxted, who joined the Navy 
as an ordinary seaman on 
Feb. 15 1899. 

Once a standard piece of 
issued kit, the handkerchief 
is nearly three feet square 
and has embroidered on it 
every piece of information a 
seaman of that era needed to 
have readily to hand, from 
how to use a cutlass to signal 
flags, navigation and kit up¬ 
keep. 

This naval treasure will be 
placed in the Naval Heritage 
Room at HMS Raleigh. 
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Uxbridge see stars 
during gala night 


ALL praise to Uxbridge branch which, despite the 
recession, succeeded in raising £2,500 in 12 months, to 
help residents of the Royal Star and Garter Home at 
Richmond. _ _ 


The fund-raising drive began 
when a team from Uxbridge en¬ 
tered the London Borough of 
Hillingdon Bed Race and con¬ 
tinued throughout the year, cul¬ 
minating with a gala celebrity 
night organised by the branch 
and supported by Roy Castle, 
who gave his services free. 

Residents from the Star and 
Garter, accompanied by the 
home’s chief executive, Mr lan 
Lashbrooke, attended a party 
in the Uxbridge club house 
when the cheque was presented 
by Shipmate Don Misson, 
chairman Uxbridge branch. 

□ □ □ 

Shipmate Tony Robinson, 
vice-chairman Burton-on-Trent, 
together with fellow shipmate 
John Arkesden are anxious to 
contact former members of the 
ship’s company of HMS Fernie. 
They would also like to know 
the name of the German ship 
which was sunk by the Fernie 
and to contact some of the sur¬ 
vivors. Shipmate Robinson’s 
address is 102 Roliston Road, 
Burton-upon-Trent DEI5 9RF 
(tel. 0283-67371). 

□ □ □ 

At the annual general meet¬ 
ing of Bridlington branch, the 
following shipmates were elect¬ 
ed officers: C. Braithwaite, 
president, B. Robson, chair¬ 
man, D. House, vice-chairman, 
D. Shaw, secretary, A. Martin, 
treasurer, Mrs B. Carr, welfare 
officer, G. Wade, standard 
bearer. Members meet on the 
First Thursday of the month at 
the Royal British Legion club at 
2000 hrs. and extend a warm 
welcome to new recruits. 

□ □ □ 

Llanelli branch plans to hold 
a Trafalgar Day parade on Sun¬ 
day, Oct. 18. Any branch or 
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member from outside the area 
planning to attend will be 
warmly welcomed if they in¬ 
form the branch secretary, 
Shipmate Ray Rees, 59 Murray 
Street, Llanelli, Dyfed, before 
the event. 

□ □ □ 

While resisting the property 
developers Fulham and Chelsea 
suffered illness among the com¬ 
mittee and as a result had to 
“shuffle” their duties around. 
The following shipmates are 
now officers — E. Barfield, 
president, H. Wicks, chairman, 
J. Godrich, vice-chairman and 
standard bearer, P. Robinson, 
secretary, J. Woodrow, treasur¬ 
er, N. Poole, welfare officer, L. 
Malone, social secretary, D. 
Barton, scribe. 

□ □ □ 

During HMS Cardiff’s visit 
to her namesake port Cardiff 
branch organised a disco for 
members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany, which was greatly en¬ 
joyed. Hospitality was returned 
when members of the branch 
were invited on board the ship 
and entertained by the CPOs’ 
Mess. On behalf of the visitors 
an enlarged photograph of the 
Mess members (1991), was pre¬ 
sented by photographer Ship¬ 
mate Fred Jenkins to CPO 
Chris Francis. 

□ □ □ 

At the annual general meet¬ 
ing of Harwich branch Ship¬ 
mate Bill Gorham, chairman, 
stood down to be replaced by 
Shipmate Brian Aldis. Ship¬ 
mate Jim Gorham was re-elect¬ 
ed treasurer and the Rev. Ste¬ 


A splendid collection of ships’ badges adorn Triumph Close, 
home of Shipmate A. Dunn, of Coventry branch, who is a well- 
known collector of naval memorabilia and he is seen here receiv¬ 
ing a very important addition to his collection — the badge of the 
submarine HMS Triumph. 

Making the presentation is Lieut. Craig Fulton who, with 
AB(SMM) Scooby Stobie, paid a visit to Shipmate Dunn to present 
the badge before the submarine embarked on her first operation¬ 
al patrol. 


phen Hardie, vicar of Harwich, 
agreed to accept the office of 
honorary branch chaplain. 

□ □ □ 

There was a big turn out at 


Saltash presided over by Ship¬ 
mate George Wadhams, who 
thanked the social committee 
for the presentation of the 
RNA stall at the May Fair. 
Thanks also went to those who 


had donated prizes for the raf¬ 
fle. Before the meeting broke 
up members elected Shipmate 
Ken Griffiths to the office of 
vice-chairman. 

□ □ □ 

July 12 is a date for the diary 
when Exmouth plan a memora¬ 
ble service and parade to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Dieppe Raid which took place 
on Aug. 19 involving some 
6,000 Canadian troops, British 
Commandos and 200 ships. As 
July 12, is also National Seafar¬ 
ers Day, the branch extend a 
warm welcome to all shipmates 
to attend the service in Holy 
Trinity church, at 1445 hrs. 

A commemorative plaque 
will be dedicated in Holy Trin¬ 
ity church to the Canadian 
Forces and a Maple tree plant¬ 
ed in memory. A plaque will 
also be dedicated and an oak 
tree planted in memory of the 
British Commandos. The par¬ 
ade will be led by the band of 
the Royal Marines. Those who 
plan to attend and display their 
standards should contact ser¬ 
vice and parade co-ordinator 
Shipmate John Beresford, Up¬ 
hill, 39 Masey Road, Exmouth 
EX8 4AR (tel. 0395-274550. 


Jan calls 
it a day 


FELLOW shipmates of 
Dartmouth branch helped 
CPO Jan Tidball, branch 
chairman and founder 
member, push out the boat 
to mark his retirement from 
the Navy after 29 years 
service. Jan, parade in¬ 
structor at BRNC Dart¬ 
mouth since 1986, served 
in HM ships Eskimo, Eur- 
yalus, Andromeda, Sirius, 
Phoebe as well as a spell 
in Singapore in HMS 
Triumph. 


Council reports fall in numbers 


A DROP in membership of 2,034 in 1991, plus a deficit of £6,011 in the association’s finances, made 
gloomy news for delegates attending the Royal Naval Association conference at Dundee, on June 20. 

members and 19,824 associate In a detailed breakdown of 
members. 

The report states that the 
council was pleased to note a 
number of new branches com¬ 
missioned in 1991, but it was 
also saddened by the loss of 
Farnham. Oxford and Roch¬ 
dale branches which were dis¬ 
banded due to lack of 
members. 


The decline in membership, 
for the third successive year, 
was headlined in the national 
council’s annual report and ac¬ 
counts, presented to conference 
by the new council chairman, 
Shipmate Ron Tasker. 


the association’s income and 
expenditure it was stated the 
1991 reunion, in Blackpool, in¬ 
curred a deficit of £9,587. 


The number of shipmates 
who have “crossed the bar” is 
largely responsible for the drop 
in membership in 1991, giving 
a present total of 44,518 made 
up of 24,694 life and full 


According to the report, re¬ 
cent reunions attracted an 
attendance of between 2,800 
and 3,300. When the budget 
was prepared for the 1991 


reunion ticket prices were 
based on an attendance of 
2,500 but only 1,400 purchased 
tickets. 

The report concluded with a 
plea from the council to dele¬ 
gates to look for new members 
and turn the decline of the past 
three years into an increase in 
membership in the coming 
year. 

# For more news of confer¬ 
ence, see Navy News, August. 


FOUNDED 1821 


SAILORS 

FAMILIES 

SOCIETY 


Patron: H«r Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth. The Queen Mother 

Assisting over 250 
seafarers' families 
nationwide 

• Financial assistance 
9 Training 

9 Residential care for the 
young and retired 
9 Providing holidays 
Donations gladly received 
For information leaflet 
write or phone to: 

NEWLAND HOMES, 
DEPT. NN 

C0TTINGHAM ROAD 
HULL HU6 7RJ 
Tel. 0482 42331 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New release ... ‘PERILOUS WATERS’ ... being part 6 

A year in preparation this 60 mins, episode must be one of the most dramatic 
RN programmes ever produced on the Battle of Atlantic, with Corvettes, 
Frigates, Four-Stackers, Walker's Escort Groups, plus other warships incl. the 
RCN, U-boats and MN. Unlike anything seen on TV this rare archive film is 
brought to life in a manner you will have never before experienced! 

UK price £21.90 post-paid. Foreign/Overseas £24.95 sent Airmail. 

For details of 5 previous RN video releases send SAE 


N.V.T.C.. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) 87239 
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Incorporating Forces Ferry Service 


4 Inglewood Close, Bognor Regis, West Sussex P021 4LA Telephone 0243 267041 (10 lines). Fax 0243 266739 

THE COMPLETE HOLIDAY & TRAVEL SERVICE 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 
UP TO DATE INFORMATION ON 
FERRY AND FLIGHT CONCESSIONS 

OUR ADVANCED COMPUTER BOOKING SYSTEMS ARE ABLE TO OFFER A FAST, 
FLEXIBLE SERVICE FOR ALL ABTA/IATA/ATOL HOLIDAY AND TRAVEL 
PACKAGES TO INCLUDE COACH, CAR HIRE AND HOTELS 
HMS NELSON (0705) 874128 
Ex: 23744/24167 
Branch Offices at: 

8th Signal Regt Catterick Garrison Mil Ext 2617 >2040 

t. Mov Lisburn Garrison Mil Ext 41821 ™ <-$£27 


Tp & H 


Mansfield marches on 


A CONCERT by the band of the Royal Marines 
CINCFLEET, organised by Mansfield and Dis¬ 
trict, marked the 21st birthday of the branch 
and the 50th anniversary of Warship Week 
when five towns in the district adopted HM 
ships Icarus, Belvoir, Abingdon, Brocklesby and 
Tactician. 

The big surprise at the concert was the first 
performance of “The Mansfield Matelot 
March,” composed by branch vice-president, 


Lieut. John Perkins of the RM School of Music, 
who dedicated the march to the branch. 

On the following morning there was a big 
turnout of over 500 shipmates, displaying 57 
standards, for the dedication of the new Mans¬ 
field standard and the laying up of the old. The 
parade, seen here, against the background of 
the great railway viaduct of Mansfield town, 
was led by the band of the Royal Marines, with 
cadets from TS Prince Charles providing the 
Guard of Honour. 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 

IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has been 
cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and. polished to a 
beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled glass. Our 
plinths are hand chosen from the finest mahogany. 

6 Dial Porthole clock £71 


Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 


BUILT IN UK 


6 Dial Porthole barometer £73 
5" Dial Porthole clock £64 
5 Dial Porthole barometer £66 
3 V 2 " Dial Porthole clock £51 
3%" Dial Porthole barometer £53 
3'/2" Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5' Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 

Postage and Packing, add £2.50 (UK) and £15 (overseas) 

to Royal Mariner, Dept NN, GRM LTD., GRM House, Maritime St., 
Fleetwood, Lancs FY7 7PB PROMPT DELIVERIES EX-STOCK 

ES Telephone 0253 773177/773955 Fax 0253 773037 “ 



































































WY NEWS, JULY 1992 


Options 1 — 

ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP’S CREST 

THE ORIGINAL PETROL 
WINDPROOF LIGHTERS 

GUARANTEED FOR 
LIFE OR REPAIRED 
FREE OF CHARGE 

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

50 

For information on models 
available with no minimum 
order requirement, . 

please tick LJ 

For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 


W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27, 

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AX 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship’s crest 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 



SPECIALIST BADGE SUPF 

Silk or Wire badges 
£4.50 — £5.50 onci. vat> 

Details: 1, REED COURT, L0NGWELL GREEN, BRISTOL 

/no70\ 0070C7 

’LIES - 

TIES 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 




jMMUl 


Ships 

monthly ^ 

The leading 
magazine for 
shiplovers — 
ashore and afloat 

★ Ships—Naval and Mercantile 

★ Ships — Past and Present 

★ Ships—News andFeatures— 
every month 

— on sale at newsagents 
or send £2.20 for current 
issue to: 

‘Ships Monthly,’ 
Kottingham House 
Dale Street, 
Burton-on-Trent 
Staffs DE14 3TD 

(Annual subscription £19.20 
(UK); £26.90 overseas) 

Don’t miss the ‘Ships!’ 



r ROCK-A-BYE TOYS-! 

16" Jack Tar 


Individually dressed in No. 1 Rig with 
HMS cap and ribbon 
Allow min. 28 days delivery, as each 
teddy is individually made. 

9 Revenge Close, Milton, Southsea, 
s, P04 8YE Tel: (0705) 736426 



PRINTED T-SHIRTS 

SWEATSHIRTS, POLO SHIRTS 
& BASEBALL CAPS 

IN FULL COLOUR 

From PHOTOGRAPHS, LOGOS OR ARTWORK 

★ NO MINIMUM ORDER 

★ NO SETTING UP CHARGE 

For More Details Contact 
LASER IMAGES 0262 675673 
0860 473790 or send stamped 
addressed envelope to: 

LASER IMAGES, 91 ST JOHN STREET, BRIDLINGTON YQ16 5NW 




NAVY NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 


WHOLE PAGE . £1,800* 

HALF PAGE. £975* 

QUARTER PAGE . £550* 

SINGLE COL. CM (min. acceptable 2.5 cms). £11.50* 


* Plus VAT at 17'/2% 

For full details please contact 

LESLEY WILLIAMS, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON 
Telephone: Portsmouth (0705) 826040 
Fax: (0705) 830149 


ACCOMMODATION 

PORTSMOUTH, SOUTHSEA 
& GOSPORT AREA 
SEE FACING PAGE 
FOR OTHER AREAS SEE BELOW 



FILASPUN LIMITED 

Robert’s Mill House, 588 Little Horton 
Lane, Bradford, W. Yorks BD5 0PF 

SPECIAL Falkland Islands tie commemorative 
tie of the 10th Anniversary of the Falklands war. 
Extremely attractive, twotone satin in navy 
blue and green with the underknot motif of the 
FALKLAND ISLANDS map tip motif of a King 
penguin shadow lettering FALKLAND 
ISLANDS. Size of tie 54 x 3'/4 K . SPECIAL TIE § 
£8,50 each (including postage and packaging) 
ACCESS/VISA welcomed 


Accommodation 



i\oml Jflcet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members who 
may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competi¬ 
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


♦♦♦♦ PLYMOUTH^^t 


em (0752) fpS 
■™ 229705 l= T?T 
OSMOND GUEST HOUSE 

42 PIER STREET, WEST HOE 

BED & BREAKFAST — 25 YDS SEAFRONT 
— TV. TEA/COFFEE MAKING — SOME 
EN-SUITE. COURTESY PICK-UP FROM 
STATIONS. FOUR POSTER BED — OPEN 
ALL YEAR. PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


CHESTER HOUSE 

PLYMOUTH 

54 STUART ROAD, 
PENNYCOMEQUICK 
All facilities. Lock-up Car Park 
Near Rail and City Centre 

® 0752 663706 

___ J 


FRANCE 

SOUTH BRITTANY COAST 

Ex P0 Chef and family offer bed, breakfast 
and evening meal in their comfortable 
licensed farmhouse. En suite rooms, 2 
minutes from sea in quiet countryside. 

2 SELF CATERING UNITS ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

Tel: Terry and Jill Williams 
010 33-98-39-62-82 
Fax: 010 33-98-39-78-09 



1 


ROSYTH 

ROYAL SAILORS’ RESTS 
FERRYTOLL ROAD 

(OPPOSITE HMS COCHRANE) , 
For Service Personnel and 
their Families 

Family En-Suites with 
i Double/Twin beds, H&C, Colour 

i TV in ail rooms. Car park 

Tel: 0383 413770 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSJ 


INVERKEITHING 

Boreland Lodge Private Hotel 
31-33 Boreland Rd.. Inverkeithing 

IVim Rosyth Dockyard. En-suite 
accommodation in 20 comfortable and 
modern bedrooms all with Satellite TV 
and tea/coffee making facilities. 

From £13.50 B&B 
Telephone 0383 413792 
FAX 0383 413942 


FASLANE 

5 mins, from Clyde Submarine Base 

“CARNMOSS” 

Station Road, Shandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire G84 8LN 

Bed and Breakfast 

warm welcome — relaxed atmosphere 
OPEN JAN.- DEC. 

Robin and Elinor Grummitt 
Telephone: 0436 820817 


PLYMOUTH 

Mountbatten Hotel 

52 Exmouth Road, Stoke, 
Plymouth PL1 4QH 

FAMILY-OWNED HOTEL IN QUIET 
CUL-DE-SAC 

★ Colour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities all rooms 

★ Some bedrooms en suile 

★ Licensed bar 

★ Evening dinner optional 

★ Parking available ★ ET3 2 Crowns 

★ Walking distance Naval Base & Fleet 
Club 

Telephone 0752 563843 


EMPTY ROOMS? 

Fill your vacancies through 
Navy News 

Over a quarter million readers 
every month 
For further details: 

Tel: (0705) 826040 
Fax: (0705) 830149 


GLADYER INN 


ROSYTH 

Easy walking distance yard 
Video - Jukebox - Pool - Darts - Live entertainment 
PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE 
21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates 


Telephone 0383 419977 
Fax 0383 411728 


PLYMOUTH HOE 

ST LAWRENCE OF ST JAMES'S 
16 St James Place West 
The Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3AT 

Friendly, family-run Guest House, near 
new Pavillions, Colour TV, Tea/CofTee 
facilities, Showers, own key, no restrictions 

Colleen & Larry 0752 671901 


PLYMOUTH 

CRESCENT HOUSE HOTEL 
18, Garden Crescent, West Hoe 

Comfortable family hotel, providing 
friendly professional service, yet great 
value for money 

★ 50 yds foreshore ★ Close city centre 

★ Licensed ★ TV ★ Tea/coffee making 

Tel: Lucy (0752) 266424 


NORTH WALES 

STONELEIGH GUEST HOUSE 

Where the helpings of good home cooking are 
almost as big as the welcome! 

★ All rooms colour, satellite TV 


"Away Days in Plymouth" 

Small friendly Guest House overlooking 
the Hoe and Seafront. A good bed and 
4-course breakfast, colour TV, tea/coftee 
facilities, c.h., en-suite rooms available. 
From £24 Double, £13 Singles 
Telephone for brochure 
0752 660675 

EDGCUMBE GUEST HOUSE 

50 Pier Street, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3BT 


PLYMOUTH 

SAINT MALO 
LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 
19 Garden Cres., West Hoe 
All rooms with colour TV, tea—coffee 
making facilities and central heating. 
Bed and breakfast. Evening meal avail¬ 
able. Close to railway and bus station. 
Tel: Delphine James 0752 262961 


RIGSBY’S 


GUEST HOUSE 
35 North Road East 


★ l eu-making facilities 

★ Parking front and rear 

★ Central (Ex-RN POME) 

10 St David’s Rd., Llandudno LUO 2UL 
(0492) 875056 


PLYMOUTH 

All facilities — Nr city centre 

Tel: 0752 669161 


SUPERIOR SELF CATERING 
HOUDAY APARTMENTS 

Magnificent sporting 
and leisure facilities 

You’ll be surprised! 



Bookings being taken for 1992-1993 

FREE Membership for all serving non-commissioned 
officers and ratings of R.N, R.M.. WRNS and 
QARNNS, their spouses and children under 18. 

All ex R.N.. R.M., WRNS, QARNNS, ratings and 
officers are invited to apply for associate, weekday 
or temporary membership 

CHINA FLEET COUNTRY CLUB 


cnJ uin ^ 


■■ LONDON- 

REDLAND HOUSE HOTEL 

52, Kendal St, Hyde Park. London W2 2BP 

BUDGET PRICED ACCOMMODATION 
IN CENTRAL LONDON 
NAVAL PERSONNEL WELCOME 

Singles £32. Doubles £42 
inc. full English breakfast 
5 mins. Piccadilly 

FAX: 071 402 9049 
TEL: 071 723 7118/2344 


ROOM TO LET, LOVEDEAN, 
PORTSMOUTH. Single room in 
quiet residential area, 20mins from 
Portsmouth. Well furnished house, 
share all modern facilities. £40 per 
week inclusive. Tel: 0705 595345 
after 6pm. 

MALTA, MELLIEHA, Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
close to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged. Telephone 081-567 5824. 



M PLYMOUTH HOE R £ C 
Lockyer St, PL1 2QD 
Telephone: (0752) 227311 


Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms — 5 Ground floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour TV 
Radio Tea/Coffee/Telephone all rooms. 
Most en suite. Large car park.Navy 
News Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards accepted 
Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret’d) 
"A ‘Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel' r 


-HOTEL- 

ANTOINETTE 

26 Beaufort Road 
Kingston Upon Thames 
Surrey KT1 2TQ 
Telephone: 081-546-1044 

★ 120 Rooms all en-suite with colour 
TV, hospitality tray & tel. 

★ Licensed Restaurant open every 
evening 

★ Ideal for Hampton Court, 
Chessington & Thorpe Park. Just 16 
minute train journey from central 
London and 8 out of 10 of the UK’s 
top tourist attractions. 

10% DISCOUNT ON ACCOMMODATION 
GIVEN ON PRODUCTION OF THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT 



The new CHINA FLEET CLUB — 
ROYAL NAVY — HONG KONG 

Without doubt the most modern and 
comprehensive Royal Navy club in 
the world 

All serving and ex RN/ RM/ WRNS/ 
QARRNS ratings throught the world 
are eligible to use the club. Room 
rates are very competitive. Each 
room (38 in number) of first class 
hotel quality, contains twin beds, en 
suite bathroom, TV, and telephone. 
Your local travel agent should be 
consulted regarding air fares 

For further information please 
contact General Manager, 

China Fleet Club, Royal Navy, 
c/o HMS TAMAR BFPO 1 


Elliot Street ★★ JfL I 1VIU U 1 ll ★ ★ ★ (0752) 225511 

» AST0R HOTEL 

Situated on the famous Hoe, close to the city centre, this 
well equipped and elegantly furnished hotel offers, first class 
accommodation, food, wines and most importantly, friendly 
courteous service whatever the occasion may happen to be. 
★ Overnight accommodation and full English breakfast from £19.50 pp ★ 

ACCOMMODATION 56 well appointed bedrooms, all with ensuite 
bathrooms, colour TV, radio, tea/coffee making facilities and telephone 

FUNCTIONS: We will cater for all types of function at very competitive 
prices. Weddings, Mess dinners, Reunions up to 120 max. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU 


HOTEL FOR THE ROYAL HAVY 

S GREENHILL, WEYMOUTH DT4 7SR 

Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of Natal after the 
Second World War. Fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from 
the shops and station. Fine sands and safe swimming. 
Available only to naval and ex-naval personnel, including R.M., 
W.R.N.S., Q.A.R.N.N.S., their famlies and relatives. Licensed 
bar. Children and pets welcome. Lift to all floors. Many en-suite 
bedrooms. Laundry facilities. 

Telephone 0305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hotel is yours — come and enjoy it! 
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Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge r WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£60 

per 1 WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS.£50 

person \ NIGHTLY.£10 

Deposit: £10 per person Cheques accepted with bankers card 
ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival, should inform the management 
(0705-733581) 

s.a.e. please giving dates and number 



navy jaa 

DAYS 9* 


HOTELS, GUEST HOUSES, TAXI SERVICE, 


CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


CAR HIRE. ALL WITHIN EASY REACH OF 


AUGUST 29, 30 & 31 
A Weekend not to be missed 



AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


ALBATROSS 
' Guest House 

51 Waverley Road, Southsea, 
Hants P05 2PJ (0705 828325) 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome 
in this home from home in Southsea. 
Each bedroom has been decorated with 
a nautical theme and has all the atmos¬ 
phere of the great Naval traditions of 
this area. There arc also colour TV, 
private washing facilities, tea and cof¬ 
fee, and full central heating in each 
room. Special rates for winter months. 


66 66 66 


SOLENT 

CARS & TAXIS 




Welcome to Portsmouth 
Sit back, relax, enjoy 
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME 


66 66 66 


' HOMELEA HOTEL ' 

18-24 Worthing Road, Southsea 

PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE IN TOWN! 

Completely refurbished 

Superb rooms, many with private shower, colour TVs, radio alarms, 
tea-making facilities, Four Poster bridal suite available 

Olde-worlde restaurant and bar 

Available for parties (up to 100 persons). Wedding receptions our 
speciality 


★ HOLIDAY FLATS ★ 

Self catering, 2, 3, 4 bed, reasonable rates, 
available throughout July, August, September 

-FOR DETAILS/BOOKINGS - 

Te! 0705 826506/730457 Fax 0705 291072 


All bedrooms are 
en suite and have 
direct dial telephone 
with colour TV and 
tea-making facilities. 



ACCOMMODATION 
with Breakfast 
and Evening Meal 
Single room £30.00 
Double room £40.00 
All prices include VAT 


Telephone: 
(073088) 421 
Fax: 323 


4 LAWNS RESTAURANT 

GOSPORT ROAD (A32) Nr ALTON 
PRIVETT, HANTS GUM 3NJ 


PORTSMOUTH 

^Mrrtott 


HOTEL 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
RATES AVAILABLE FOR 
‘NAVY DAYS’ 

£39.00 Bed & Breakfast, per person sharing 
double/twin 

£54.00 Bed & Breakfast, single room 

Overlooking Port Solent Marina and Portchester 
Castle the hotel offers you: 

• Spacious en-suite rooms 

• Occasions restaurant & bar 

• Extensive leisure club, incl. swimming, snooker & gym 

• Friendly professional staff 

• Children stay free when sharing with their parents 

Call Liz or Jane 

Tel: 0705 383 151 to make your reservations 
Portsmouth Marriott, North Harbour, 
Portsmouth PQ6 4SH 


THE BASE AND LOCAL ATTRACTIONS 


THE ELMS 

Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 
(Residential Licence) 

Family run Guest House, only 5 minutes from 
beach and nightlife. B&B, holiday or short 
stay. Colour TV and tea/coffee facilities in all 
rooms TV lounge, cosy bar, close to Naval 
Base, ferries, stations and shops. Own keys. 
Limited parking. 

Paddy and John (Joe) Erskine 
Portsmouth (0705) 823924 


SOUTHSEA 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 

33 Festing Road, 0705 731001 

★ Satellite/Colour TV all rooms 

★ Own keys, no restrictions 

★ Tea-making all rooms 

★ Family rooms/en-suite available 

★ 2 mins, to seafront 

★ Discount to Service personnel 


SOUTHERN 

SELF-DRIVE 


CAR & VAN RENTAL 

PRICES FROM DAILY £21.97 
3 DAYS £51.82 WEEKLY 
£109.96. Inclusive of insurance 
C.D.W. & VAT 

RING 

PORTSMOUTH 663547 
PORTS 662103 or 662288 
GOSPORT 510920 
HAVANT 492266 
FAREHAM 822677 
PORTCHESTER 210102 
CHICHESTER 533666 


■PORTSMOUTH- 


AA 

I LISTED 


& 

RAC 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

95 Victoria Road North, Southsea, P05 IPS 

Pleasant family run guest house 
Bright, modern, centrally heated rooms with CTV & tea facilities. 

5 mins Navalbase, centres, station & ferry port 
Bed & breakfast £15 per person nightly. En-suite rooms also available. 


Tel: Graham & Sandra Tubb (0705) 823502 




CANTERBURY BELL 
GUEST HOUSE 

29 St. Simon’s Road, Southsea 

Friendly family-run guest house, near all 
entertainment, sea & shops. Central heating, 
TV all rooms, tea and coffee making facilities, 
own keys, no restrictions. B&B Holiday or 
short breaks. 

Mrs. Catriona Randall (0705) 826917 


S0UTHSEA/P0RTSM0UTH 

D0RCLIFFE LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 

„ ETB2 CROWNS, RAC LISTED 

Comfortable guest house, close to beach, 
shops, ferryports and amenities. Varied 
menu, special diets 

Reduction for senior citizens and M O D. 
personnel. Chairlift to first floor 

DOGS ACCEPTED 

{0705^ 828283 



-SALISBURY HOTEL 

57-59 Festing Road, Southsea, Portsmouth P04 ONO 
Tel: Southsea (0705) 823606 - Fax: 820955 

★ Most rooms with Private facilities 

★ All rooms colour TV, telephone, clock radio and C.H. 

★ Extremely comfortable, luxurious surroundings 

★ Restaurant, licensed bar, large car park 

it Weekend breaks and Christmas package available 

THE HOTEL YOU WILL CONFIDENTLY COME BACK TO 



PORTSMOUTH 


0NL¥ £1 7.50 


per person 
B&B 

(Twin/Double) 


Extended special offer for all 
Naval Personnel 


# 144 bedrooms with en suite shower/w.c. # Colour 
TV/radio # Tea/Coffee facilities # Bar/restaurant 


RRCflDE 


WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE., 
PORTSMOUTH (0705) 821992 


-GOSPORT- 

THE SEAFARER 

GUEST HOUSE 


★ SPRING AND SUMMER SPECIAL ★ 
STAY FOR 7 NIGHTS — PAY FOR 6 


★ COLOUR TV AND TEA TRAYS ALL ROOMS 
★ ENSUITE/FAMILIES ROOM AVAILABLE 
★ CLOSE TO SULTAN, DOLPHIN & HASLAR 

9 BURY ROAD, GOSPORT, HANTS TEL: (0705) 522883 


OAKLAWN HOTEL 

57/59 Bury Road, Gosport P012 3UE 
0705 525255 

Relaxed, friendly atmosphere 
personally supervised by Denise and 
Steve Robinson. Comfortably 
furnished rooms, some en-suite, all 
with T/C facilities and remote TV. 
Licensed Bar can be arranged. 
Ample parking, reasonable rates 


GOSPORT “CHERRY TREES” 15 
Linden Grove, Alverstoke. Family 
run guest house, ETB registered. Eng¬ 
lish breakfast, h/c, tea-making, TV all 
rooms, children welcome, close ferry, 
HMS Sultan and Dolphin. Rates £11 
per night. Contact Lin or Steve Gell 
0705 521543. 


ALVERBANK 
HOUSE HOTEL 

Stokes Bay Road, 
Gosport P012 2QT 


2 mins, by ferry from the 
Dockyard 

Just 5 mins, from the ferry 
Overlooking beautiful 
Stokes Bay 

Rooms from £20 B&B per 
person 

Don’t delay — Ring us today 


Tel: 0705 510005 
Fax: 0705 520864 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terrace — Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close to H.M. Dockyard and Barracks, Portsmouth railway and bus stations 
Well appointed rooms with double glazing, full central heating, h&c 
handbasins, electric fires, fitted carpets, modern divan beds. Colour 
television lounge, own keys, car park. No restrictions. Full English breakfast. 


Single rooms with breakfast....from £14 

Double rooms with breakfast.from £25 

Double with private shower. £26 


Telephone Portsmouth 823522 




55 Clarence Parade, Southsea 
P05 2HX Portsmouth 0705 821815 

Car park, licensed bar, AA and RAC 
listed. Double and family rooms with toilet 
and shower en suite, colour TV and 
tea-making facilities. Excellent position for 
seafront and entertainments. 

Jean and Edward Fry 


-PORTSMOUTH- 

f B SANDRINGHAM £ 

Crowns HOTEL 

HIGH COMFORT — LOW COST 
SPECIAL RATES FOR NAVAL 
PERSONNEL 
£20 pp per night, B&B 

Seafront Hotel, 45 bedrooms all 
en-suitc. Close to Shops, 
Dockyard, Naval Base 

Wedding Receptions and 
Sunday Lunch a speciality 



SOUTHSEA 

MARMION LODGE GUEST HOUSE 
71 MARMION ROAD, SOUTHSEA 
0705 822150 

Friendly, family run, TV, CH, 
Tea/Coffee all bedrooms, 10 mins 
Dockyard, Seafront, 5 mins shopping 
centre. Own keys, car parking. 
Resident Proprietors Joan & Bill Martin 


MAGNOLIA GUEST HOUSE 
f Modern, comfortable 
accommodation 


\ 


All rooms col TV ★ Hot & Cold ★ C.H. 
★ Tea & Coffee ★ Own Keys 

Full English breakfast 
Single El 2. Double £24 
★ Tourist Board listed ★ 



41, Worthing Road, 
Southsea, P05 2RJ. 


Tel: 0705 811107 



SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run Guest house, 2 mins, 
from soa and entertainments. Close to 
femes, naval base, shops, etc. Own keys. 
Satellite TV all rooms, no restrictions, 
B&B. Holiday or short stay. 

Mrs. Pat Green (0705) 731043 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 SOUTH PARADE 
(Opp. Pyramids) 

Tel: (0705) 291577/875566 
SPECIAL RATES FOR ALL SERVICE 
PERSONNEL & FAMILIES 
From £14.95 B+B per person 

★ Seafront position 

★ 53 bedrooms, ensuites available 

★ Colour TV, tea & coffee facilities, 
telephone 

★ Bar/Carvery Restaurant 

★ Games rooms — full size snooker table 


SOUTHSEA 


IARMONY GUEST HOUSE 

■ ■ ~ ce#HlCeT' 


jsidential drinks licence 
jmfortable residents lounge 


_TV in all rooms • 
Seoarate dinina room 


Special rates for RN and RNA 

Stella Western, Harmony Guest House, 
11a Malvern Road, Southsea P05 2LZ 
(0705) 821696 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 0705 870505 


ISLE OF WIGHT, Yarmouth. De¬ 
lightful s/c flat in rural setting. Can 
sleep 4 but ideal for 2. Perfect base for 
sailing, walking and golfing holiday. 
Non-smokers preferred. Regret no 
dogs. Tel: 0983 760221. 



WESTON’S 


Caring for 

the Sailor 

and his family 


Did you know “Aggies" has been 
helping the sailor and his family 
since 1876? The sailors of the day 
asked her to provide them with a 
“Pub with no Beer", as near to the 
dockyard gates as possible. 

Today’s Rests in: Devonport, 
Portland, Portsmouth, Rosyth, 
Rowner and St. Budeaux provide 
activities such as TV, Snooker, 
Squash, Badminton, five-a-side 
football, Computers, lounge Coffee 
Bar etc., to a chat with the 
Missioner and his wife. 

When you next have a run 
ashore, why not give the one in 


your port a try? 

Family accommodation is 
available at Rosyth, ring 
Inverkeithing 413770. 
Accommodation is also available at 
Portland ring Portland 821446. 

The RSR is funded by gifts, 
covenants, grants, legacies from the 
sailor and the general public. 

Please help RSR to continue to 
help you. Why not think of a gift 
through the Give As You Earn 
Scheme. For more details write to: 


The General Secretary, 
Royal Sailors’ Rests, 

2A South Street, Gosport, 
Hants PQ12 1ES 














































































































































Trust in 
Lourdes 

THANKS to ships and establishments throughout the Service 
26 handicapped children from naval families and navy adopt¬ 
ed schools were able to enjoy a pilgrimage to Lourdes escort¬ 
ed by RN personnel of all rates and ranks. 

As well as the Plymouth contingent, led by WO Pete Riley, 
there were also groups from Portsmouth, accompanied by PO 
Gary Wright, RNH Haslar, and, for the first time, a small group 
from Scotland. 

A further RN overland team, led by WO Andy McDonald from 
HMS Sultan, helped other civilian groups with a shortage of 
helpers. 

During the week the groups enjoyed swimming, picnics in 
the Pyrenees, horse riding, cafe visits and a fancy dress party 
in the hotel. 

The children also visited the famous Lourdes shrine and 
bathed in the spring waters. 

Anyone who wishes to assist the Handicapped Children’s 
Pilgrimage Trust either by fund-raising or by joining the RN 
team next year should contact HCPT RN Secretary Sub.-Lieut. 
N E Yeomans, The Wardroom, HMS Daedalus. 


IT’S A BARREL OF 
LAUGHS IN ROSYTH 




DRESSED in period maritime costume, 30 members 
lating Staff Mess, Rosyth, took part in a charity beer 
for the Aberlour Children’s Trust. 


Using a Montague whaler, 
the crew transported the barrel 
from Dunbar to Rosyth where 
it was taken to the RN Provost 
and Regulating Staff Mess and 
put to good use during the 19th 
Century Maritime Fancy Dress 
Charity Ball. 

□ □ □ 

A group of POs from HMS 


Collingwood have been helping 
local people with their gardens 
as part of a local community 
project. 

The POs put their green 
fingers to work in the garden of 
Mr Len Sanders and his wife 
Nettie — Len, himself, served 
in the Navy for 27 years as a 
marine engineering artificer. 

□ □ □ 


of the RN Provost and Regu- 
barrel pull and raised £3,000 

On the eve of the annual 
HMS Sultan Summer Show 
over 100 handicapped and dis¬ 
advantaged children enjoyed 
the thrills and spills of Bur¬ 
nett’s fun fair free of charge. 

Organisers of the show hope 
to raise £25,000 from this 
year’s event. 

□ □ □ 

A team of walkers from RN 


We’re a couple of swells! 


JUST LIKE MUM & DAD! TRENDY T’S FOR TEENY TOTS, 

AT NAVY NEWS SIZE IS NOT A PROBLEM — OUR POPULAR COTTON 
T-SHIRT IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN AS WELL AS ADULTS 



SIZES 

UK 

AIRMAIL 

CHILDREN 

22", 24", 26", 28", 
30", 32" 

£ 4.00 

£ 4.75 

ADULTS 

Med, Lge, X Lge 

£ 4.75 

£ 6.25 


XX Lge 

£ 6.00 

£ 7.25 


State size required clearly. Allow 28 days for delivery 

Send to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth POl 3HH 
Cheques payable to: Navy News 

For orders from outside UK, payment is to be made by International Money Order in £ sterling 


Engineering College Manadon 

trekked across Dartmoor and 
raised £1,800 for the Plymouth 
Fellowship Elderly Club. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Cambridge entered two 
teams in the Dartmoor Jail- 
break and raised £800 for the 
Spastics Society. Aided by var¬ 
ious hire car companies one 
team made it all the way to 
Blackpool while the other 
reached London. 

□ □ □ 

The ship’s company of HMS 
Brave has raised over £2,500 
for LMEM Hugh Stokes who 
broke his neck in a diving acci¬ 
dent in Dubai while on leave 
after the Gulf War. 

Money collected was boosted 
by donations from the RNA, 
RNBT, Lloyds of London and 
the Missions to Seamen. 
LMEM Stokes, who is now 
wheelchair-bound, was present¬ 
ed with £3,300 and his Gulf 
War medal at Devonport Naval 
Base. 

□ □ □ 

During Armilla patrol the 
ship’s company of HMS Bir¬ 
mingham raised £10,000 for 
their adopted charity, Acorns, a 
children’s hospice which cares 
for terminally ill children and 
which provides support for 
their families. 

□ □ □ 

The Callum Gumbrell 
Appeal, at St Mary’s Hospital, 
Portsmouth, has benefitted by 
£617 thanks to the ship’s com¬ 
pany of HMS Gloucester. 

The money was raised during 
a charity bike race between 
Boston and Gloucester, Massa¬ 
chusetts, during the ship’s 
WESTLANT deployment. The 
Callum Gumbrell Appeal, 
which was started by the 
parents of a week-old baby who 
died from an unbeatable heart 
condition, now stands at 
£10,000. Any other ships who 
feel they can assist should con¬ 
tact Mrs Julie Gumbrell, c/o 
Leonard Gold, Chartered Ac¬ 
countants, 24 Landport Ter¬ 
race, Portsmouth POl 2RG (tel 
0705 829525). 

□ □ □ 

CPO Bryan Head of HMS 
Dolphin has raised £1,400 in 
memory of CPOWEA Ron Le 
Fur, a colleague from the sub¬ 
marine base who died of cancer 
last year. CPO Head took part 
in the Abingdon (Oxon) mara¬ 
thon and decided to donate the 
money to the Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund and the Count¬ 
ess of Mountbatten Hospice, in 
Southampton, where Ron spent 
his final months. 

□ □ □ 



Cyclists from HMS Dryad 
completed a 800-mile bike ride 
around Britain arriving back 
home with only 20 minutes to 
spare on their rourth-day dead¬ 
line. The ride raised £2,500 for 
research into Motor Neurone 
Disease and to buy equipment 
for the children’s ward at the 
Queen Alexandra Hospital, 
Cosham. 

Donations from the WOs’ 
and Senior Rates’ Mess, the 
Gunnery Instructors associa¬ 
tion and the Plot Radar In¬ 
structors Association, all from 
HMS Dryad, have helped cere¬ 


bral palsy sufferer John Pully- 
blank purchase a new custom- 
built electric wheelchair. 

□ □ □ 

Cdr. Tony Taylor of Clyde 
Submarine Base, presented a 
cheque for £4,924 to Andy Cas¬ 
sidy and Lesley Beck, of Scot¬ 
land’s Alternative Skiers, a ski 
club and registered charity for 
handicapped people. The 
money was raised by 150 
members of the Neptune Ski 
Club during a 24-hour spon¬ 
sored ski marathon held on the 
dry slope at the base. 


POT LUCK IN 
PLYMOUTH 

TAKING time off from a busy programme leading up to BOST 
in June are members of HMS Cumberland’s POs’ Mess who 
presented over £150 in gifts and cash to their adopted mess 
charity, Plymouth Speech Therapy Service at Cumberland 
House. 

Pictured with Miss Jenny Jones from the service are, from 
left, POMEM(L) Fred Bristow, POSTD Phil Hill, POWEA Arty 
Shaw and PO(R) Steve Tubbs. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Brum Clews 
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Record-breaking 
year for chefs 


ITS MOST spectacular performance yet in the Hotelympia and International 
Salon Culinaire de Londres, saw the Royal Navy and Royal Marines team walk 
away with a total of 34 awards from the 37 classes entered. 


On Services Day, the RN/ 
RM competitors swept the 
board in the Inter-Services 
Cook and Serve event, tak¬ 
ing the trophy and gold 
medals as outright winners 
as well as silver and bronze 
awards. WRENSTD Bridget 
Cobley (Nelson) also won 
the Madame Prunier Tro¬ 
phy as best female Service 
competitor in the live 
events. 


Hotelympia is Britain’s 
largest and most prestigious 
hotel and catering exhibi¬ 
tion and the Salon attracts 
competitors from across the 
world. 

In the Open Team Buffet 
the US national team, cur¬ 
rently world cham¬ 
pions, took the gold medal. 
The RN and RM team took 
the bronze, beating both the 
Irish and Australian 
national teams. 


Following their success in 
the Salon, CPOCK Phil 
Ashman (3 golds, 1 silver) 
was confirmed as captain of 
the Craft Guild of Chefs’ 
team for the Frankfurt Culi¬ 
nary Olympics in October 
and POCK Ian Franklin (2 
golds, 1 silver and a certifi¬ 
cate of merit) was nominat¬ 
ed for the team. POCA 
Tony Hancock (Iron Duke) 
will be the reserve. 


Live theatre: Inter-Ser¬ 
vice Cook and Serve: LCK 
Scoble (Dolphin) and Wren 
Cobley (Nelson) trophy 
and gold medal; LCK Sum¬ 
merville and STD Lynch 
(Warrior) silver medal; Mne 
Hayter (Lympstone) and 
Wren Murden (Invincible) 
bronze medal. Individual 
Inter-Service: CPOCK Va- 
dis (RNCKS) silver medal. 
Napkin folding: POSTD 
Thornton (RNSS) silver 
medal. Cocktail making: 
Thornton silver medal. 
Restaurant sweet: Thorn¬ 
ton (bronze medal). 

Static Theatre — CPOCK 
Ashman (RNCKS): show 
platter of meat (gold); 
show platter of poultry 
(gold), show platter of 
meat (Table of Honour) 
(gold), show platter of 
game (silver). POCK Frank¬ 
lin (RNCKS): show platter 
of fish (gold), show platter 
of fish (Table of Honour) 
(gold), show platter of 
salmon (silver), show plat¬ 
ter of Crustacea (cert, of 
merit). POCK Galpin 
(Drake): show platter of 
game (gold), show platter 
of poultry (bronze). W02 
Roberts (RMB Stone- 
house): show platter of 
poultry (silver), show plat¬ 
ter of meat (bronze). CK 
Pilkington (Britannia): 
works in fat (silver). 
CPOCK Cockcroft (RN¬ 
CKS): works in chocolate 
(bronze). Sgt. Bentley 
(RNCKS): show platter of 
Crustacea (bronze). CSgt. 
Brazzo (RNCKS): works in 
fat (cert, of merit). POCK 
Preston (Andromeda): 
show platter of fish (cert, 
of merit). POCK Baker- 
Green (RNCKS): show plat¬ 
ter of game (cert, of merit). 

Open team buffet: CSgt. 
Brazzo, CPOCK Cockcroft, 
Sgt. Bentley and POCA 
Hancock (bronze). 



Bronze medal winners in the Open Team Buffet class (left to right) CPOCK Cockcroft, CSgt Dino 
Brazzo, POCA Tony Hancock and Sgt Paul Bentley. 


RESULTS 



winning Show platter of Poultry. 


gold medal 


Cream of 


COOKS and Stewards from RN air station Culdrose warmed to the 
task of competing in a Salon Culinaire sponsored by Calor Gas and 
Nestle. An annual event, this year held at Cornwall College, the 
competition is open to catering colleges, Services establishments and 
hotels throughout the South West. 

The winning team included CK Lee Rushbrook, WRENSTD 
Terri Later, CPOCK Mac McKinley, WRENSTD Tina Seymore- 
Simpson and CK Mario Shaw. 

Mac won a silver medal for bread artistry and Mario a certificate 
of merit for work in fat. Lee and Tina worked together to earn a 
silver medal in the junior cook and serve event. Terri won a silver 
medal in the senior flambe sweet and a bronze in the senior flambe 
joint. 

Congratulations, too, to STD Stephen Espie, who won a bronze 
medal for his flambe sweet and to three officers wives, whose 
experience doing the flowers for the wardroom paid dividends in the 
floristry classes. Mrs Sharon Bostel won a gold in the FI Class, Mrs 
Fiona McElwaine a silver medal in F2 and Mrs Margaret Sargeson a 
certificate of merit in F4. 


Now wash 



hmnrtis 

PROMOTIONS 


FOR EMBROIDERED OR 
SCREEN PRINTED... 


{ALL OF THESE WITH 

YOUR VERY OWN DESIGN. 
L SEND NOW FOR YOUR FREE 

COLOUR CATALOGUE! 

CONTACT OUR NAVY SALES REP- 
DONNA MASSINGHAM 

Rodney Road.Fratton Industrial Estate, 
Portsmouth,Hampshire,P04 8SY. 
Telephoned705>822436. Fax(0705)293558 

QUALITY GARMENTS 

QUALITY SERVICE 


your hands 
please 

SINCE the Navy lost crown 
immunity from food hy¬ 
giene legislation earlier this 
year all RN personnel who 
handle food — cooks, cater¬ 
ers and stewards — are to 
be qualified in Food 
Hygiene. 

The RN Cookery School at 
Aldershot has already trained 
over 100 students at the basic 
level and soon all Leading 
Hands on course will take the 
intermediate level as part of 
their professional qualifying 
course. 

The advanced certificate is 
still under development but it 
is planned that all instructors 
and Warrant Officers in the 
Food Services branches and 
Catering Officers will do the 
advanced course. 

This brings the Navy firmly 
in the lead in their commit¬ 
ment to safe food handling 
practice and has already 
brought praise from the Institu¬ 
tion of Environmental Health 
Officers. 


TITANIC EFFORT 


ICING with happier 
memories for those 
connected with the liner 
Titanic came in the form 
of decoration on a 
cake made by WrenCK 
Emma Phillips as a cen¬ 
trepiece for the British 
Titanic Society Conven¬ 
tion held in Southamp¬ 
ton. 

Emma, who is 18, made 
the cake under the instruc¬ 
tion of ex-CPO cook Gra¬ 
ham Jones, now contractor 
ARA’s catering manager 
for HMS Nelson. 

Convention organiser 
Brian Ticehurst said, “The 
cake was the first thing 
people saw as they en¬ 
tered the main exhibition 
room. It was much ad¬ 
mired, televised, videoed 
and photographed . . . 
everyone was most 
impressed.” 

At the end of the event, 
Mr Ticehurst presented the 
cake to Newlands First 
School in Southampton, 
whose pupils had exhibit¬ 
ed a class project of 
Titanic models and 
paintings. 
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Sailing down to Rio A S?’ s 




JUST before Rio de Janeiro became the focus of attention 
as the site of the Earth Summit, HMS Campbeltown sailed 
in for a six-day visit. 

Her ship’s company took every opportunity to enjoy 
their stay in Brazil, climbing the Corcovada Mountain, 
taking in the sun on Copocabana and Ipanema beaches, 
and sampling the excitement of white water rafting expe¬ 
ditions and the Rio nightlife. 

Picture, right, shows HMS Campbeltown sailing past the 
Sugar Loaf Mountain as she leaves Rio. 


“THE LIFE story of an Able 
Seaman who leads a dog's life" 
is the sub-title of a short illus¬ 
trated book recounting the ex¬ 
ploits of Just Nuisance, the 
larger-than-life dog encoun¬ 
tered by many an RN rating 
serving in Capetown during the 
1939-45 period and fondly re¬ 
membered more than a few 
times in the columns of Navy 
News. 


A special limited edition of 
the book is now being made 
available when a donation 
(minimum £3.5G) is made to 
the Arctic Campaign Memorial 
Trust, at HMS Belfast, Mor¬ 
gan’s Lane, Toolev Street, Lon¬ 
don SE1 2JH. 

# A service for the Inter¬ 
national Reunion of Arctic Vet¬ 
erans of World War II and de¬ 
dication of windows of 
remembrance and thanksgiving 
is to take place at Portsmouth 
Cathedral on Saturday lllh 
July at 1100 hrs. 


WHEN the junior ratings of the latest Type 2400 submarine, HMS Ursula, assembled for a 
photocall for the picture for the commissioning book a dazzling display of gold was in 
evidence in the form of good conduct badges and a sprinkling of LS and CG medals. 

LWTR Alec Lumb, on further investigation, found that the total time served by the 27 members of 
the Ursula’s Junior Rates Mess was 285 years and 8 months, averaging out at 10 years, 7 months per 
man, and that the mess was the proud holder of 60 GC badges and 6 LS and GC medals. 

Leading the way with 20 years service was LSTD Gerry Holt, whilst the baby of the mess, AB Nobby 
Clark mustered a mere 3 years 11 months. 

So, HMS Ursula now claims that her Junior Rates Mess is the most senior in the Royal Navy. Any 
challengers? 

Mess line-up pictured below, with senior man LSTD Gerry Hold, front row, third from left, and 
junior, AB Nobby Clark, taking it sitting down. 

* Latest update. Alec Lumb is now an Acting POWTR, Nobby Clark has got his first badge, as have the 
other two previous no-badge men. Lost two, gained three, leaving the Mess with a total now of 61. 


POLE POSITION 
FOR 819 SON 


Ursula’s JRs Mess 
going for gold 


♦Prices 
include 
Postage for 
UK & Surface 
Mail abroad. 

Please add £2 
Adult, 5Op 
Toddler for 
AIRMAIL 
only 


The new Polo — this 
year's fashion trend! 

ADULTS (LOOSE FIT) 
100% COTTON 
RED, NAVY, JADE, BLACK 

Sizes: Med, Large, Ex-Large 
(RED & BLACK ALSO AVAIL. 
SLIM FIT) 

TODDLERS 
POLY/COTTON MIX 

WHITE, MINT, SKY, PEACH 

Sizes: Sml! 18 Med 20 Lge 22 


WHEN the flagpole on top 
of Edinburgh Castle 
needed replacing, the 
Navy were called in to 
help, lifting the new 60 
foot, one-ton, steel pole 
into position by heli¬ 
copter. 

The Sea King, from 819 
Sqn, based at HMS-Gan- 
net, Prestwick, was piloted 
by Lieut.-Cdr. Ted Buck- 
ett, who described the ex¬ 
ercise as one of the most 
difficult loading trips they 
had done. “The view was 
great” said Lieut.-Cdr. 
Mike Cribley, who went 
down on the winch wire to 
guide the pole into posi¬ 
tion, 4k as long as you 
didn’t look down.” 


Faslane Fair 


THE BAND played, the gates 
opened, the crowds flooded in 
and the sun shone and shone, 
belying the story that it always 
rains in Faslane! 

The 1992 Faslane Fair 
proved a huge success, attract¬ 
ing over 5000 people, with a 
sum of over £8000 raised on 
the day, and at least a further 
£6000 from the sale of raffle 


tickets and commercial spon¬ 
sorship, which will go to the 
Scottish Society for the Mental¬ 
ly Handicapped and to other 
local charities. 

Events at the fair included a 
Field Gun Run by the Clyde 
Submarine Base Team, a mar¬ 
tial arts display and a Royal 
Marines’ rescue demonstration. 


Return to 
the Cape 

A GROUP of veterans and 
their wives is to visit Simon- 
stown, the former Royal 
Navy South Atlantic Fleet 
base in the Cape, at the end of 
October. Excursions as guests 
of the South African Navy 
will include Wingfield naval 
air base as well as the Simon- 
stown base itself. 

A few places remain for the 
Cape visit, and details can be 
obtained from Keith Rennie, 
Africa Now, The Coach 
House, Wragmire, Cotehill, 
Carlisle (Tel.0228-560446). 


ANYONE 
FOR 


Send Cheque/P.O. 

(stating size and colour clearly) to: 

The Business Manager 
Navy News, HMS Neison 
Queen Street, Portsmouth POl 3HH 

Cheques payable to: Navy News 
For orders from outside UK, payment is to be 
made by International Money Order in £ 
sterling 
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Free advice is available to you now. 


The RFEA is part of the Forces Resettlement Service and 
has 40 advisers throughout the UK. 

If you have served with good 
character for a minimum of 3 years 
(less if discharged on medical 
grounds), the RFEA is at your service 
on employment and resettlement 
matters. Send off the coupon today. Reg. charity 207691 


The Regular Forces Employment Association 
25, Bloomsbury Square, London WC1A 2LN 
Please send me details of the RFEA. 


Name/rank 
Address. 



RFEA 


RIG WORK 

Work offshore, UK and abroad 

For information and availability of jobs within 
the Offshore Oil and Construction Industry, 
Skilled or Unskilled. 

Send SAE to: 

Rig Work, Drew & Gray Ltd. PO Box 
991, Dunoon, Scotland PA23 8NX 


The Oxford School 


of Chiropody < 


Retrain for a career in | 

W 

Private Chiropody 

I 

For our brochure 

1 

Tel (0869) 248538 

P 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCY 
TELEPHONE 0705 826040 


The backyard or mines. 
Which would you rather 
sweep this weekend? 



To: Captain C. W. Pile, RN, Office of 

Command (TA2(R)), HM Naval Base, Portsmouth POI 3LR 
Please send me without obligation full details about joining NN/7/92 
the Royal Naval Reserve 


Washing the car, weeding the patio, 
watching the repeats on TV. It’s 
enough to make grown men run 
away to sea. 

Join the Royal Naval Reserve and we 
can promise you the excitement 
you've been missing out on. 

The modern RNR continues to 
augment the Royal Navy. It provides 
unique spare-time opportunities for 
young men and women to broaden 
their horizons, ashore and afloat, 
and to learn a variety of new skills. 
Some may train to man, 
or even command Fleet 
Minesweepers, or to 
maintain mechanical 
and electrical 

shipboard systems. 

Others may qualify as 
Tactical Radio 
Operators, in Naval 
Control of vital 
economic Shipping or 
in Casualty Care. 


There are good opportunities to become 
officers if suitably qualified. Merchant 
Navy Officers of all specialisations can 
advance their careers with RNR training. 
If you can give us one or two nights a 
week, several weekends and one 
fortnight a year, you will enjoy in return 
the chance to travel, to make new 
friends, learn new skills — and be well 
paid for it, plus a tax-free Bounty of up 
to £775. 

Interested in the Royal Navy but not 
full-time? If you are aged 16 to 33; 18 to 
30 for officers; under 35 or 45 if 
ex-merchant Navy or Royal Navy 
respectively, fill in the coupon for 
more details. 

(You'll find our odd jobs a 
lot more rewarding) 


Name Mr/Mrs/Miss 
(Block Capitals) 


Address 


Age 


Enquiries from UK 
residents only 


TRAINEE BRANCH 
MANAGERS 

Due to expansion at our Mayfair 
offices. We require young trainee 
branch managers 
£20,000 OTE first year. 
8.30-4.30 Mon-Fri. 

Overseas travel, full training provided. 

Call Chris May 
(Mayfair) 071 734 2733 


NEWSAGENTS FOR SALE 

in historic small town near to 
Cheddar Gorge 

Easy to run business, average 
weekly takings £3,800 and rising. 
Listed Freehold property with 
spacious 3/4 bedroom accommo¬ 
dation and garage. 
£169,750 ono SAV 


Telephone: (0934) 732363 


JOBS AT SEA 

UK, Worldwide, unskilled, inexpe¬ 
rienced, skilled, men, women, good 
pay, free food/ accommodation. Con¬ 
tinual vacancies on cruise ships, oil/ 
gas rigs, merchants, tankers, ferries, 
trawlers, dredging, tugs, salvage, div¬ 
ing, yacht crewing. Our current updated 
vital information job pack £8.95 
cheque/PO to: 

MARINE EMPLOYMENT, 3rd Floor, 
Brittanic House, Swanage BH19 INF 


CIVVY STREET 

ON THE HORIZON? 

A well-presented professional 
CV is a MUST 

ONLY £25 

FOR 10 LASER-PRINTED TOP 

COPIES 

Telephone or write for full details: 

PREMIER CVs 

27 Connaught Road, North End 
Portsmouth P02 9BP 
0705 698975 (24 hours) 



A SECOND CAREER WHICH PUTS 
YOUR QUALITIES FIRST 


If you’re looking to branch out into a career which can really make the 
best of your qualities, here’s an opportunity you shouldn’t miss. 

At Commercial Union Financial Services (CUFS), we are specifically 
seeking ex-forces personnel to come and work for us. 

Part of the worldwide Commercial Union Group, we are a leading name 
in the financial services industry. We back up our Financial Consultants with a 
complete range of quality CU products and a go-ahead approach to training and 
career development. We can show you how you can use your experience to 
develop a future of genuine professional achievement for yourself, and earn 
exactly what you’re worth. Indeed, many of our most successful Financial 
Consultants have joined us from forces backgrounds. 

Why not find out exactly what we’re looking for from you, and just how 
much we can offer in return? 

For more information call Brian Marsh on 081-686 4822, or write to 
CUFS, FREEPOST, Leon House, High Street, Croydon CR9 9EN. 

(No stamp needed). 



THE ASSURANCE OF QUALITY 


Commercial Union Financial Services Ltd 

Registered in England Number 746329. Registered office: St. Helen’s, 1 Undershaft, London EC3P3DQ. 

Appointed Representative of Commercial Union Marketing Group (Members of which are Members of Lautro and/or IMRO) 
for life assurance and pensions, unit trusts, UCITS and PEPs only. CU1605 



CAN YOU WRITE? 

Of course you can, but can you write technical manuals? 

Technical writing could be your best bet for a new career when you leave the 
Service — demand for qualified technical authors is growing and 
opportunities exist in many industries in Britain and overseas. 

You can learn how to graft this new skill onto your existing technical knowledge 
by distance learning, at your own pace, wherever your duties take you. 
Write and phone now for details of the top quality course: 

THE COLLEGE OF TECHNICAL AUTHORSHIP 
Ref NN2, P.O. Box 7, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 3BY 061 437 4235 
(The courses are not cheap but they are well worth the difference) 

THE COLLEGE THAT SETS NEW HIGH STANDARDS IN DISTANCE EDUCATION 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 

NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION 
c.£35-£40k p.a. 

We have an ongoing requirement for experienced RN engineers for 
test/commissioning and operations & maintenance positions with a major 
Power Generator in the UK. Ideally trained on nuclear submarine plant 
(mechanical bias), we will also consider experienced conventional/surface 
ship engineers. Candidates should have a minimum of eight years 
experience, reached CPO/PO Marine Engineering Artificer, and be qualified 
to HNC standard eg, Nuclear Propulsion Long Course or Full C&G in 
Marine Engineering or similar. 

A unique opportunity to get established in UK Commercial Engineering'. 

Contact Dave Leyshon on 0737-242879 Ext. 73 and forward 
CV a.s.a.p. to: Resources Division 
GT CONSULTING GROUP 

Margery Wood Margery Lane LOWER KINGSWOOD Surrey 
KT20 7AY Fax: 0737 222469 



pui 


Leaving the Services? 

Get back into 
uniform as a 

SECURITY 
OFFICER 

We are looking for bright, 
presentable and reliable people aged 
between 19-60 to join our highly 
trained team, working at prestigious 
locations throughout the UK. 

Benefits include paid holidays, 
sick leave, long service bonuses. 

Accommodation available if required. 

As part of the P&O Group you enjoy 
reduced price holidays, plus house 
purchase reductions and low cost 
insurance after a qualifying 
period. 

FOR FULL INFORMATION 
PHONE STERLING 
SECURITY SERVICES 
Personnel Department, Unit 12/14 
Sterling Industrial Estate, 

Rainham Road South, Dagenham, 

Essex RM10 8TA. 


Tel: 081-984 8099. 


p&o 


CVs ““ by post 

We specialise in HM Forces 



General Service, Submarines, 
FAA, Royal Marines and 
QARNNS — all rates/ranks 
and branches . For FREE 
details, write or call: 

SERVICE-CV, FREEPOST 

Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 3BR 

TELEPHONE 0752-344842 
(24 hrs) 


ATTENTION 

ARE YOU ABOUT TO 
LEAVE THE NAVY 

OR 

HAVE YOU LEFT 
SINCE 1986 

If so it could be to your financial 
advantage to contact 

IAIN JOHNSTON or 
LEE MOFFATT 
on 041 332 8931 (daytime) or 
IAIN on 041 880 7613 (night) 
CONFEDERATION LIFE 
A Member of Lautro 


-IfTJTl! Mavy News 

hTfie newspaper of the 



BE SURE OF GETTING THE FULL PICTURE! 

AT HOME OR ABROAD HAVE YOUR NAVY NEWS 
DELIVERED BY POST 

For a UK subscription just send name, address and cheque/P.O. for 

£9.25 for 1 2 months or £26 for three years 

For subscribers overseas (including Republic of Ireland, Europe, Canada, 
U.S.A. and Australia) the remittance for surface mail delivery is 
£10.25 for 12 months or £29 for three years 

Payment by International Money Orders in / 

£ sterling only please 

Post your order and remittance to: Business Manager / ^^soge 
NAVY NEWS, H.M.S. NELSON, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH L -JL r, Ce f n f 
TELEPHONE: (0705) 826040 

- >£ 

Name. 

Address. 



. Postcode. 

PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS NN/7/92 

| If you are an existing subscriber to Navy News PLEASE DO NOT use this coupon ~ 

Month you wish to start. 

Existing subscribers will be notified when their subscription is due for renewal 
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Property, ftemova/s and Misce/Zaneous I ftjMil 


LEAVING YOUR HOME IN 
THE PORTSMOUTH AREA? 


Property Management 

Offer free consultation on all 
aspects of property letting 

263 Fawcett Road, Southsea 
Hants. (0705) 861550 

We are ex-navy — we 
understand your problems 


EXECUTIVE 
HOMES 

Let and manage 
quality houses and flats 
in and around Portsmouth, 
throughout Hampshire 
and West Sussex. 

Contact us for a brochure 

0705 511644 


HALIFAX PROPERTY SERVICES 


THINKING OF 
LETTING 

We are a leading firm of 
Estate Agents offering a 
specialist management service 

★ Regular Inspections 

★ Monthly computerized 
accounting 

★ Full Inventory Service 

★ Competitive fees 

★ Careful tenant selection 

★ Landlords Protection 
.Insurance 

Why not have the benefit of our 
long experience in this field of 
management and telephone for a 
brochure or home visit 


4 High Street, 
Gosport, POI2 1BZ 
& (0705) 586816 


BLACK HORSE AGENCIES 
~ I Parkinson Fairiie Robert son 


SAILING SOON? Are you considering letting your property for the duration? 
If so, for friendly competent advice and a copy of our ‘Guide To Letting Your Property’ 

Telephone Fareham 234441 or Southampton 445899 
We cover the South Coast from Lymington to Chichester 


• ALWAYS THE WIDEST 
CHOICE OF HOMES TO RENT 

•COURTESY CARS AND 
ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS 

• EVERY PROPERTY SELF 
CONTAINED 

• FURNISHED AND 
UNFURNISHED HOMES 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

• PROFESSIONAL 
INVENTORIES AND 
SCHEDULES OF CONDITION 

•SECURE TENANCY 
AGREEMENTS 

• DEPOSITS FULLY BONDED 

• PROMPT REPAIR SERVICE 
•MEMBERS OF ASSOCIATION 

OF RESIDENTIAL LETTING 
AGENTS 


— WE ARE — 

LEADERS 

IN NAVAL LETTINGS 


LEADERS 


THE RENTAL AGENTS 


45 OSBORNE ROAD, SOUTHSEA. 

TEL (0705) 838344. FAX: (0705) 870144. 

190 WEST STREET, FAREHAM. 

TEL (0329) 825282. FAX: (0329) 826160. 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


CORNWALL 

Elegant spacious country house of 
character, very secluded in 3 acres gardens. 

Lawns, paddocks, woodland, 5 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 receptions, c/h. 
Excellent order. Long sweeping tarmac 
drive, parking for 20 cars. Superb 
countryside views. Plymouth 14 miles. 
£249,950 

Brochure 0579 82628 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
Tel 071-930 1979 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 
9 PARK STREET, 
LONDON SE1 9AB 
Tel: 071-403 3983 

Medals — full size and 
miniature, mounted for wear. 
Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques. 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounted for wear or display. Send 
for full list of miniature medals, emblems, 
clasps, etc. 

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 0LG 
Telephone (0527) 35375 

Access/Visa welcome 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE WITH 

NAVY NEWS 

Contact: Lesley Williams, 
Advertisement Manager 
Navy News 
HMS Nelson 
Portsmouth 
Hants POI 3HH 
Telephone 
PORTSMOUTH 
(0705) 826040 
Fax (0705) 830149 


LOST Your 
Medals? 
We can 
replace them 

NOW 


TEL 
0752 
872672 

Full Size & Miniatures. 
Mounting Service & Ribbons. 
S.A.E. for Replacement List 

Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers, 
Plymouth, Devon, England, 
PL81DH 





ewterf 

QUALITY SHEFFIELD 
PEWTERWARE 

Engraved Regimental 
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc. 

FREE brochure available 

Priory Road , Sheffield S7 1LW. Tel: (0742) 500338 Ji 


EMBROIDERED 

SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIRTS BADGES 

PRINTED 

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS 
BADGES COFFEE MUGS 
AND LOTS MORE! ALL FROM 
ONE SUPPLIER 

No artwork or selling up costs on the majority 
of our goods. High quality, competitive prices 
and prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service. 
Send for our new price list: 

REYNOLDS SPORTS 51/52 HIGH 
STREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP 
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 


KATHIE’S COMICS 

Marvel, D.C’s, Indies, Graphics 
Mags, T-Shirts, Star Trek. 

Mail order worldwide 
Access/Visa 

20 Market Avenue, Plymouth, 
Devon PL1 1PH 
TEL: 0752 257800 
FAX: 0752 250238 


WANTED AND FOR SALE, 
NAVAL MEMORABILIA, nautical 
antiques and marine curios. I.E. 
clocks, telescopes, binnacles, sextants, 
ship models and pictures. EX R.N. 
PROPRIETOR. BONDS AN¬ 
TIQUES, DARTMOUTH. Shop 
(0803) 835092, home 833771. 


ADDIS- 

REMOVALS 

Based in Midlands 
Offer nationwide service 
Full or part loadsContainer storage 
All at affordable costs 

Tel: 021 622 7319 
Fax: 021 622 2515 


WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

★ Mechanical 

★ Electrical 

★ Bodywork 

★ Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Diagnostic Tuning etc 
MOT’s arranged 
Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


r— PROFESSIONAL ARTIST— 

specialising in 

MARINE WATERCOLOURS 

Available for fine art commissions 
from life and photographs 
Tel: PORTSMOUTH 581632 
or write: Warwick Jacobs 
15 St Marks Road, Alvcrstoke 
Gosport, Hants POI2 2DA 


T-Shirts 

Sweatshirts 

Polos 

Caps 

Printed to your 
specifications 

For information or 
brochure, call: 

A-ONE DESIGNS 

55 Brook Street, Chester 
Tel: Chester 

(0244) 311028 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, 

Polos, Rugby Shirts, 

Hooded Tops, 

Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties,^ 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers, 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


A S PROMOTIONS 


Room 35, 94. Blackhorse Lane 
London E17 6AA 
Telephone 081-523 3283 
Fax: 081 531 7298 



TANKARDS 

Large selection of Tankards, Hip 
Flasks, Trays and Salvers 
engraved with your ship's badge. 

Quality Guaranteed 

CORIVO PRODUCTS 

190A ROCKINGHAM ST 
SHEFFIELD SI 4ED 

Telephone 754168 


REGIMENTAL Ties, Blazer Badges, 
Cuff-links, Buttons, Medals, Cap 
Badges, Militaria. 50p for list. Cairn- 
cross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Vue St., 
Filey, N. Yorks YOl4 9HU. 


‘BLAZERS’ 

our quality range 
available in sizes up to 
a 56in chest includes: 
THE COMMODORE 

A single breasted blazer in 
luxurious pure new wool. 

From as little as £59.95 

For details of our full range 
plus a coloured illustration 
please phone 0353 663256 

Or write to: ‘Blazers’, 10 Tower 
Road, Little Downham, Ely, 
Cambs CB6 2TD. 

THE ESSENTIAL BLAZER 


TIES & SCARVES 

Direct from Europe's leading manufacturer 


V MADDOCKS & DICK LTD V 

231 CANONGATE-ROYAL MILE 

EDINBURGH EH8 8BJ 

MAKERS OF EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
TOP QUALITY CLUB AND COMPANY 
TIES AND SCARVES. 

ALSO BADGES AND SWEATERS. 

(ESTABLISHED 1949) 

TELEPHONE: 031-556-6012 (6 LINES) 

FAX. 031-556-7924 or 031-556-1592 





GENUINE U.S. NAVY CAPS FOR COLLECTORS! 


USS New Jersey, Kennedy, Missouri, Iowa, Dallas, 
Wisconsin, Texas, New York, etc. Also Commems, HMS Hood, P.O.W. 
Repulse, Hermes, Belfast, etc. £9.95 ea + £1.05 P&P 

To John Ward, B.R.E.. P.O. Box 333 Cheltenham, GL50 2XU 
Fax or Tel 0242 263464 or Write for List 

11 Beaufort Crt, The Park, Cheltenham 


ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP 
TROPHIES 

Manufacture Pewter Tankards, 
Trophies, Goblets and Hip Flasks 
S Ml Tankards Engraved with 
j/f Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT 

p SEND FOR OUR FREE 

B CATALOGUE 

5 TEL: (0742) 589584 
FAX: (0742) 583431 
GLOSSOP TROPHIES, 141 LONDON ROAD, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


ROYAL NAVY COVER 
COLLECTOR GROUP 

Collect our Naval philatelic covers. 
Building into the history of the 
Royal Navy. Send for lists 

Ray Marriott, Coggins, 
Station Road, 
Broadclyst, Exeter. 

EX5 3AL 0392 462276 


IF IT S ROVER 
ITS 
SCE 


| CALL THE HOTLINE | 


0367 241225 



Personal callers welcome. Crown Copyright 


FRAMED HEATSEALED 
COLOURED BADGES 

Collectors size 5"x5%".£6.90 

Presentation size 8 x8" approx.£11.65 

Incl. VAT and Postage 

RN Ships & Squadrons 
WRNS RNA Branches 
RNXS Units Association Badges 

FLEET BADGES 

4, CHURCH VIEW, OBORNE, 

NR. SHERBORNE, DORSET 
0935 812149 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6" x 7" 

£19.65 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD. 

Oxford House, 8 St John’s Road 
St John’s, Woking, Surrey 
Telephone 0483 771588 Fax 0483 756627 




HMS RFA & RNA 
WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 
£18.50 inc UK 
postage 

Up to 30% discount 
on quantity orders 

C&A Beharrell 
187 Victoria Avenue 
Hull HU5 3EF, England 
Tel: (0482) 213398 


SHIPS BADGES 



Handcrafted in superb 
detail. Beautifully 
presented on a Shield 
5x3%in$ or Framed 
5’/»x5ins at ONLY 
£9.95 per badge 
Send for free brochure 
K & T CRAFTS 
Salthouse MiHs, 
Barrow-in-Furness 
Cumbria LAI 3 0DH 
(0229) 830456 



SHIPS BADGE WALL CLOCKS 

OVER 200 DIFFERENT FACES AVAILABLE 
040 lin PHOTOCERAMICS 
LIl.99 (UK) LTD. 

PO Box 33, HAVANT P09 3TW 
Tel: (0705) 498181 

DISCOUNT FOR QUANTITY 

20 St Christophers Road, Bedhampton 


plus £2 p&p 
WOODEN FRAME 
£10 extra 


Select your own piece of History. 

Circa 175 8/™« 


the Royal Navy’s 1st INVINCIBLE 

Choose from: 

• A range of products from £3.85 to £345 

• Comprehensive Book on The Invincible 

© Plus many more original 
items recovered from 
the wreck. 

All pieces come ivit/i 
a certificate of 
authentification 

I FREE catalogue please write to Invincible Marketing. Dept N at: 
Call House. Walton Lane. Bosham. W. Sussex P018 8QF 



f THE BARBERS SHOP A 

AT 

GIEVES AND HAWKES 

22, THE HARD, PORTSMOUTH 

Gentlemen, 
for a good haircut 

call in or by appointment 
^ 0705 821351 ext 206 J 

WRNS OFFICER DOE SKIN UNI¬ 
FORM, Mess Dress/blouse, worsted 
greatcoat for sale, £100. 36-38" bust, 
28" waist. As new. Ring Phil 0532- 
521815 evenings. 

SCOTTISH GIRL, 20 years old, 
petite attractive vivacious brunette. 
Wishes to meet sincere unattached 
officer for exciting and lasting rela¬ 
tionship. RN/RM. Navy News Box 
1120. 

LADY WISHES TO CORRE¬ 
SPOND with unattached Naval gen¬ 
tleman aged 40 onwards with view to 
friendship. Must have sense of hu¬ 
mour, photo appreciated. Navy News 
Box 1119 

VERY PRETTY BRUNETTE 18 

busty, very long hair, blue eyes, 
tanned, seeks good looking hunky 
sailor RN for steady loving relation¬ 
ship write/meet 19-32, poss marriage, 
children etc. Navy News Box 1114 


EX-MEMBER Royal Navy requires 
the following cap tallies: HMS Cen¬ 
taur and HMS Duchess. Reply please 
to Navy News Box No. 1123. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of any advertisement or 
for any losses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to make 
their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


LADY EARLY 30’s would like to cor¬ 
respond/meet with any lonely sailor 
mid 30’s onwards, for friendship/ 
companionship. Good sense of 
humour and many varied hobbies. 
Photo much appreciated. Navy News 
Box 1121. 

TREK FOR TWO? Adventurous 
date. Calling capable crazy compan¬ 
ion with compass skills. Daring fe¬ 
male with smile, long hair, hazel eyes. 
Can ski, swim, scramble, dance, 
dream. Navy News Box 1117. 

WANTED: HMS VICTORIOUS cap 
tally to complete own (ships been on) 
collection. If you can oblige or help 
please contact Mr E G Sandford, 27 
Conygar View, Dunster, Minehead, 
Somerset TA24 6PW. 

MALE 27 interests sailing, diving, 
outdoor life, candlelit restaurants, 
moonlight strolls, old-fashioned ro¬ 
mantic, seeks WREN/QARNN with 
sense of humour for fun, friendship 
and company. Portsmouth area. Navy 
News Box No. 1122. 
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Promotions to Chief 

r j 

Appointments 

' i 

Points , 


AUTHORITY for promotion of the following 
ratings to chief petty officer was issued by 
HMS Centurion in June: 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(OPS)(M) — P. J. Woolley 
(Raleigh), A. R. Green (Dryad). 

To CPO(OPSHR) — S. G. Guppy (Edin¬ 
burgh), C. Ross (Dryad). 

To CPO(OPS)(MW) — P. T. Reader 
(Iveston). 

(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) REG, and PT 
To CPOPT — D. P. J. Woolcott (Royal 
Arthur). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CMEM(M) — R. L. Thomson (Sultan). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA — T. W. Beddoes (Hermione). 
To CPOCK — P. R. Young (Drake). 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

To CPOMA — G. V. Evans (RNAS Cul- 
drose), D. W. Robey (INM Alverstoke), S. J. 
Wood (Neptune CSST). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPO(OPSKS)(SM) — N. A. Boxall 
(Neptune SM3). 

FLEET AIR ARM 


CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

HMS Centurion has been notified of the 
following promotions to chief petty officer 
artificer which were made by commanding 
officers in May: 

CPOMEA — D. J. Dewis (Gloucester), M. 
H. Jones (Intrepid). 

ACPOMEA — B. Clarkson (Sultan), J. C. 
Craven (Nelson Gunwharf), P. G. Garrad 
(Spartan), A. J. Scotland (Spartan). 

CPOAEA(WL) — A. J. Moore (815 Rt 
227), N. D. Wright (800 Sqn). 

CPOAEA(M) — G. W. Bray (RNAS Port¬ 
land), J. S. Brown (899 Sqn Heron). A. S. 
Harding (706 Sqn Seahawk), S. L. J. Jones 
(DGA(N)ASE MASU), D. A. Maitland (RNAS 
Culdrose), M. P. Robertson (RNAS Cul- 
drose), M. J. Royce Rogers (849 Sqn A Fit), 
P. D. Smith (RNAS Yeovilton), A. E. Stan- 
cliffe (Daedalus AES). 

CPOWEA — P. N. Brooks (MOD DGSW 
Portsmouth), B. Garbutt (Marlborough), D. 
J. Godley (Fit Ena Whale Island), C. D. 
Jones (London), A. D. Leaver (Defiance 
FMB), N. M. Looker (Resolution Port), F. A. 
Morrison (Captain SM2), S. G. Mortimer 
(Collingwood), I. A. Pearce (Forest Moor), S. 
J. Price (Cornwall), P. M. Ray (Ark Royal), P. 
V. Sanders (Valiant), M. C. Sennett (Nep¬ 
tune NT), C. M. Smith (Ariadne), I. B. Smith 
(Renown Port). 

ACPOWEA — M. E. Dooley (Royal 
Arthur), S. McQuillan (Portsmouth FMRO), 
G. Partridge (Brazen), D. O. Thomson (RNU 
RAF Edzell). 


To CPOA(AH) — S. J. Gulliver (829 Sqn. 
Osprey). 

To CPOAEM(M) — W. Jessop (702 Sqn. 
Osprey), P. A. Allinson (DGA(N) ASE 
MASU), A. J. Laycock (Heron), R. C. Law 
(899 Sqn. Heron). 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by HMS Centurion 
in June for the following ratings to be pro¬ 
moted to acting charge chief artificer: 

To ACCWEA — C. L. Reade (CON DCN), 
R. J. Rothwell (Defiance). 


Swop Drafts 


WEM(O) Mawhinney, HMS Cambridge, 
ext. 77495, after 1600 hrs., drafted HMS 
Monmouth, Dec. Will swop for any Rosyth- 
based ship, deploying or not. 

WEM(O) Butler, HMS Cambridge, ext. 
495 after 1600 hrs. Will consider any Plym¬ 
outh or Portsmouth-based ship, deploying 
or not. 

AB(R) Smallridge, HMS Beaver. Will 
swop for any south coast-based small ship. 

LS(S) Shaw, (2050-184), 3 GP Mess. 
HMS Brilliant. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth-based ship. 

POWEA(AD) Chambers, HMS Sheffield. 
Will swop for any Portsmouth-based ship. 

AB(S) Crampton, HMS Juno, drafted 
HMS Jersey, Nov. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth area draft. 

AB(S) Stretton, HMS Amazon, 184 
trained, deploying Sept. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth/Plymouth draft. 

AB(S) Gray, RNH Stonehouse, from July 
6, tel. 0705 733748. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth shore base. 

POAEM(M) White, RN air station Cul¬ 
drose, ext. 7178, drafted Prestwick (819). 
Will swop for any Culdrose-based squadron 
(not 826). 

LS(M) Smith, HMS Amazon, deploying 
Sept. Will swop for any sea-going Devon- 
port-based Leander or Type 21. Must be 
GWS 24 trained. 

LSTD Stephenson, HMS Avenger. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth-based ship. 

AEM(WL) Murphy, 819 Sqdn.. RN air sta¬ 
tion Prestwick, ext. 353, drafted 706 Sqn, 
RN air station Culdrose, Aug. Will swop for 
any non-Culdrose-based draft. 

WROI Ward, Commcen Faslane, ext. 
6729/546, drafted HMS Warrior (PV billet), 
Sept. Will swop for any Faslane or other 
Scottish draft. 

LSTD Gilbert, 3HA Mess. HMS Sheffield, 


due refit Sept. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth-based ship deploying or not. 

LS(S) Baxter, HMS Campbeltown, 2016/ 
2031. Will swop for any Portsmouth-based 
ship. 

LS(S) Taylor, HMS Campbeltown, 2016 
trained. Will swop for any ship in refit or any 
shore base. 

LCK Smith, HMS Herald. Will swop for 
any Portsmouth-based ship, deploying or 
not. 

CK Locke, HMS Herald, deploying Nov. 
Will swop for any Devonport-based ship not 
deploying. 

CK Armstrong, 4 Mess, HMS Herald. Will 
swop for any Rosyth-based ship. 

WEM(R)1 Hamilton HMS Rooke. Will 
consider any shore base in UK. 

R01(T) Robinson, HMS Brocklesby, Ro- 
syth ext. 64353. Will swop for any Plymouth 
draft, deploying or not. 

LS(D) Turner, PACDU, Gunwharf, HMS 
Nelson, drafted Faslane diving team. Will 
swop for PACDU. 

R01(T) Daly, HMS Hurworth. Will consid¬ 
er any draft (small ship experience 
necessary). 

LRO(G) Wicks, HMS Battleaxe, drafted 
COMMW Rosyth, COMMS Module, Sept. 
Will swop for any southern-based ship. 

LRO(G) Sinclair, 5D2 Mess, HMS Ark 
Royal, drafted Northwood (PV billet), Oct. 
Will swop for any Portsmouth-area shore 
base. 

AB(R) Legge, HMS Polar Circle (Navs 
Yeo). Will swop for any draft. 

MEM(M) Derbyshire, Scale B. HMS 
Quorn. Will swop for any Type 22 deploying 
or not. 

AB(EW) Gilby, 3F Mess, HMS Birming¬ 
ham, deploying Jan. 93. Will consider any 
draft. 



On the 12th of August we mark a very important 
event in World War II with the publication of a 
special supplement detailing the siege of Malta 
between the years of 1940 and 1943. 

It will have personal recollections from many 
members of the R.A.F., Army & Navy, as well as 
the people of Malta who had to face the might of 
the German and Italian War Machines. 

We will have a detailed account of the Navy's 
famous mission to relieve Malta, Operation 
Pedestal. 


Cost of paper with inland postage - 65p 
Cost of paper with overseas surface postage - 99p 

Write to the Subscriptions Department, The 
News, The News Centre, Hilsea, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire, P02 9SX enclosing a cheque, made 
payable to PPP Ltd. 

Don't delay, order your copy today! 


Your news. Your paper. 


The News 


NEW CHIEF 
OF DEFENCE 
STAFF 


AIR Chief Marshal Sir Peter Harding is to succeed Field Marshal Sir 
Richard Vincent as Chief of the Defence Staff in the rank of 
Marshal of the RAF. 


REAR-Admiral M. C. Boyce, at present Flag Officer Sea Training, is to 
become Flag Officer Surface Flotilla in succession to Vice-Admiral the 
Hon. Sir Nicholas Hill-Norton from November 4. 


Cdr. Tim Hildesley, command¬ 
ing officer of HMS Hurworth, re¬ 
lieved Cdr. Senior Grade Georges 
Saille, Belgian Navy, as Command¬ 
er Standing Naval Force Channel 
at a ceremony at Portsmouth. 

Other recently-announced ap¬ 
pointments include: 

Lieut.-Cdr. C. A. Stone. Ather 


stone in command. Nov. 24. 


Awards 


RECENTLY-announced awards for 
service in Northern Ireland include: 

BEM: Sgt. N. R. Clarke, RM. 

Mentioned in Despatches: Lieut. B. R. 
Service and A/RS M. A. Tayfor. 


Deaths 


G. I. Davidson. AB(S)(SM). HMS Defiance 
SMMU. May 15. 

N. J. Collins. A/AEM(M)1. HMS Seahawk. 
May 29. (Son of CPO M. W. Collins). 

M. D. Stapleton. WOI. RN and RM Car¬ 
eers Service. June 6. 

S. P. Jones. CPOAEA(M). HMS Osprey. 
June 7. 

A. F. St G. Orpen, OBE, DSC. Capt (retd). 
Served 1916-53, including Submarine Ser¬ 
vice. Commanded Yangtse river gunboat 
Gannet at time of Yunnan railway incident 
of 1940. Later commanded HM ships Wan¬ 
derer, Newcastle and Dido. Aged 89. 

J. H. Bromage, DSO, DSC and Bar. Cdr 
(retd). Served 1928-65. Second World War 
submarine captain of P212 (HMS Sahib) be¬ 
fore being taken PoW. Also commanded 
H33 and HM submarine Thule. Aged 76. 

C. H. Spackman. Ex-CPO. Service in sub¬ 
marines included H34 and HMS Parthian, 
Otus and Pandora. Member London and 
Middlesex SOCA. Aged 77. 

E. Springford. Ex-POTEL. Service includ¬ 
ed HMS Kent and HM submarines Shark, 
Thule and Sirdar. Member Middlesex 
SOCA. Aged 74. 

A. Harriman. Ex-MAA. Service included 
HMS Nelson and HMS St. Angelo. Aged 76. 

J. Leonard. Ex-CRS. Served 1955-79, in¬ 
cluding HM ships Undaunted, Ajax, Hecate 
and Sea Eagle. Member Lascaris (Malta) 
Communicators’ Association. 

J. McGivney. Ex-AB 

J. Lonsdale. Ex-POWEM. Served 24 
years until 1988, including HM ships Sirius, 
Danae and Ark Royal. 

T. Morgan. Ex-CPO. Served 14 years un¬ 
til 1972, including Fleet Air Arm. Service 
included HMS Ark Royal (800 Squadron), 
HMS Eagle and HMS Victory. Age 48. 

D. Steward, Kettering. Aged 68. 

R. Phillips, Dartmouth. Aged 84. 

R. Thwaite, Skipton and District. Ex-TEL. 
Service included HMS Mercury and Nile. 
Member RN Patrol Service. Aged 70. 

The deaths are reported of the following 
former personnel of the Fleet Air Arm who 
were members of the Halton Apprentices 


Naval Wing Association: E. M. LePage, E. 
Bevis and R. W. Trout 

The deaths are reported of the following 
members of the HMS Jamaica Association: 
A. Liddell-Hart (Stroud), J. Gosling (Nor- 
with), the Rev. D. Twiddy (Penrith), J. 
Aldred (Nottingham), D. Franklin (New¬ 
quay), A. Blair (Belfast), A. Booth (Hyde) 
and J. Box (Markham). 

The deaths are reported of the following 
members of the Algerines Association: S. 
Fowler (HMS Pincher), F. Giles (HMS Rifle¬ 
man) and G. Pragnell (HMS Chameleon). 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths are reported of the following 
shipmates: 

C. H. Freeman, former social secretary, 
Poole. Served 15 years, including HMS Re¬ 
venge and Protector. Aged 72. 

J. Scragg, Buxton and High Peak. Ex-PO 
Gunner. Served on Russian and Malta con¬ 
voys, ships including HMS Fury and Vindex. 
Aged 71. 

S. Wellbelove, Chelmsford. Served 1941 - 
46, including HMS Royal Sovereign, and 
Orwell. Member Russian Convoy Club and 
17th Destroyer Flotilla Assn. Aged 70. 

G. K. Taylor Manchester. Ships included 
HMS Victorious and Jamaica. Aged 68. 

R. H. Rump Capt(sXretd). Past president 
and life-vice-president, Bridport. Ships in¬ 
cluded HMS Emperor of India, Orion, Con¬ 
queror, Benbow, Renown, Cardiff and Im¬ 
placable. Later commanded HMS Phoenicia 
in Malta. Former chairman Bridport Sea Ca¬ 
dets. Aged 91. 

A. Seilwood, former treasurer Whitstable. 
Lieut.RNR(retd). Served 1940-45. Aged 74. 

T. Coleman, Guildford and Woking 
branches. Served 1937-47, including HMS 
Bagshot, 1951-53. Member HMS Barham 
Survivors' and Algerines Associations. 
Aged 70. 

G. Batchelar, Worthing. Ships included 
HMS Chevron, Hornet and Protector. Aged 
54. 

H. Lewis, Hereford. 

D. Atkinson, Wythenshawe. Aged 71. 

W. Cahill, C. Caswell and G. Hartwell, 

Fulham and Chelsea. 


READY FOR 
ANYTHING 



FOR THE second year running 846 Sqn is in the front line 
squadron with the highest degree of operational 
readiness. 

Lieut.-Cdr. Leslie Port received the Australia Shield 
from Flag Officer Naval Aviation Rear-Admiral Colin 
Cooke-Priest while AEM(M) C. Bell accepted the Bam- 
bara Flight Safety Shield on behalf of 846. 

HMS Hermione’s Lynx helicopter flight, based at 815 
Sqn RN air station Portland, has achieved the best avia¬ 
tion standards during operational seas training. 

Lieut.-Cdr. Graham Jardine, on behalf of HMS Her¬ 
mione Flight received the Wigley Trophy from Rear-Ad¬ 
miral Mike Boyce. 


THE following list shows the total points of 
the men and women at the top of each 
advancement roster for petty officer and 
leading rates as at July 1, 1992. 

Intermediates (Int) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
"basic date” order. Dates shown against 
"Int" rosters are the basic dates of the top 
eligible personnel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
dates) is the number of men who were ad¬ 
vanced during June. 

CCMEAML — Int (28.8.91), Nil; 
CCMEAEL — Dry, Nil; CCMEAMLSM — 
Dry, Nil; CCMEAELSM — Int (27.3.92), Nil; 
CCWEAADC — Int (3.4.92), 2; CCWEAWDO 

— Int (3.4.92), Nil; CCWEAADCSM — Dry, 
Nil; CCWEAWDOSM — Dry, Nil; CCAEAM 

— Int (1.9.91), Nil; CCAEAR — Int (1.1.91), 
Nil; CCAEAWL — Int (1.1.90), Nil 

PO(EW)/RS(W) — Int (7.6.91), Nil; 
LS(EW)/LRO(W) — Int (11.2.92), Nil; PO(M) 
—-Int (15.3.91), 2; LS(M) — Int (27.9.91), 4; 
PO(R) — 144, 3; LS(R) — Int (6.12.91), 8; 
PO(S) — Dry, 5; LS(S) — Int (15.3.91), Nil; 
PO(D) — Int (8.12.89), Nil, LS(D) — 311, Nil; 
PO(MW) — Int (6.12.91), Nil; LS(MW) — Int 
(15.3.91), 2; PO(SR) — 164, Nil; LS(SR) — 
Int (8.12.89), Nil; PO(SEA) — 129, Nil; CY — 
203, Nil; LRO(T) — Int (5.12.89), 2; RS — 
170, 1; LRO(G) — Int (4.6.91), 7; POPT — 
209, Nil; RPO — 138, Nil. 

POMEM(L)(GS) — Int (15.4.91), Nil; 
LMEM(L)(GS) — Int (8.12.91), Nil; 
POMEM(MXGS) - 330, Nil. LMEM(MXGS) 

— Int (6.12.89), Nil; POWEM(OMGS) — Int 


(3.7.90), Nil; LWEM(OMGS) — Int (27.3.91), 
7; POWEM(R)(GS) — Int (7.5.91), Nil; 
LWEM(RKGS) — Dry, 9; POCA — Int 


WFMIRWGS 

2.4.90), Nil; POCK(G$) — 320, 2; U 


(12.4.90), Nil; , , „ . 

— Int (3.4.90), 6; POSTD(GS) — 627, 2; 
LSTD(GS) — Int (21.6.90), 2; POSA(GS) — 
488, Nil; LSA(GS) — Int (18.10.90), Nil; 
POWTR(GS) — Int (27.7.90), Nil; LWTR(GS) 

— Int (20.2.92), 1; POMA — Int (9.1.90), 5; 
LMA — Dry, 3. 

PO(S)(SM) — Int (19.8.91), Nil; LS{S)(SM) 

— 178, Nil; POfTSKSM) — Int (9.10.90). Nil; 
LSfTSKSM) — Int (21.5.91), Nil; RS(SM) — 
234, Nil; LRO(SM) — Int (13.3.90), Nil; 
POMEM(LXSM) — 436, NiJ, LMEM(LXSM) 

— 115. 3; POMEM(M)(SM) — 654, 3; 


LMEM(M)(SM) — 584, Nil; POWEM(OMSM) 
— 282, Nil; LWEM(0)(SM) — Int (30.1.90), 

* - . . — - j gi ) 1; 

SM) — 


3; POWEM(R)(SM) — Int (5.11.91 


LWEM(RMSM) — 73. 2; PO(UW)(SM) — 
Dry, Nil; POSA(SM) — Int (28.11.90), Nil; 
LSA(SM) — Dry, Nil; POW TR(SM) - Int 
(26.7.90), 1; LWTR(SM) — Int (12.2.92), Nil; 
POCKfSM) — Int (17.10.91), Nil; LCK(SM) — 
627, Nil; POSTD(SM) - 231, Nil; LSTD(SM) 
— 475, Nil. 

POA(AH) — 660, 2, LA(AH) — 653, 1; 
POA(METOC) — Int (12.7.91), 1; LA 
-) — Int 2; POA(PHOT) — 166, 1; 


A(SE) — 287, Nil, LA(SE) — 79, Nil; 
POACMN — 411, Nil; POAEM(M) — 141, 2; 
LAEM(M) — 202. 1; POAEM(R) - Int 

(8.11.90) , Nil; LAEM(R) — 199, Nil; 
POAEM(WL) — 269, Nil; LAEM(WL) — 469, 
Nil; POAC — Dry, 1. 

POWREN(R) — Int (5.3.90), Nil; 
LWREN(R) — Int (9.7.90), Nil; POWREN 
(RS) — 145, Nil; LWREN(RO) — Int 

(5.12.89) , 4; POWRENPT — Int (13.2.90), 
Nil; RPOWREN — 82, Nil; POWRENCK — 
Int Nil; LWRENCK — Int, Nil; POWRENSTD 

— 552, Nil; LWRENSTD — Int (19.2.91), Nil; 
POWRENSA — 193, Nil; LWRENSA — Int 

(18.10.90) , Nil; POWRENWTR — Int 

(7.12.89) , 1; LWRENWTR — Int (17.10.91), 
3; POWRENWTR(G) — Int (20.2.90), 1; 
LWRENWTR(G) — Int, 1; POWRENMETOC 

— Int, Nil; LWRENMETOC — Int, Nil; POW- 
RENPHOT — Int (6.2.90), Nil. 

POWRENAEM(M) - 130, Nil; LWREN 
AEM(M) — 185, Nil, POWRENAEM(R) — Int 

(7.11.91) , Nil; LWRENAEM(R) — 122, Nil; 
POWRENAEM(WL) — 186, Nil; LWREN 
AEM(WL) — 1 92, Nil; POWRENETS — 156. 
1; LWRENETS — Int (7.8.90), 1; LWREN 
TEL — 305, Nil; POWRENWA — Int 

(16.1.91) , Nil; LWRENWA — Int (9.10.90), 
Nil; POWRENDHYG — Int (5.7.90), Nil; 
POWRENDSA — Int, Nil; LWRENDSA — Int 

(27.3.90) , 1; POEN(G) — 110, Nil; LEN(G) — 
Dry, Nil; PORGN — Int (10.9.91), 1; 
POMA(Q) — Int (12.3.91), Nil; LMA(Q) — Int, 
Nil. 


The Basic Dates quoted for the WRNS 
ratings in the following categories, which 
have no examination Tor the next higher 
rate, are applied in accordance with BR 
1066 Chapter 22: 

POWREN QA — 120, Nil; POWREN MT — 
719, Nil; POWREN TEL — 1022, Nil. 


Honours 


ROYAL NAVY awards in the 1992 Birthday 
Honours List included the following: 

GCB: Admiral Sir Jock Slater 

KCB: Vice-Admiral R. T Newman, Vice-Ad¬ 
miral A. P. Woodhead. 

CB: Rear-Admiral R. H. Burn, Rear-Admiral 
A. B Richardson, Major-General A. F. 
Whitehead. 

CBE: Capt. W. J. Davis, Capt. P. J. Grindal, 
Capt. J. Hall, Capt. A. M. Morrice. 

OBE: Cdr. M. E. W Bush, Cdr. J. E. Fish- 
wick, Cdr. J G. Hurlbatt, Lieut-Col B E A 
Seage, RM, Cdr. W P. Shepherd. Cdr. N. J. 
Stone, Cdr. D. M. Tall, Cdr. T. Waddington, 
Cdr. C. P. B. Welland, Lieut-Col. D. W Wilson, 
RM, Cdr. R. E Woolgar. 

MBE: Lieut-Cdr. P. Barton, WO M. Bessant, 
Lieut-Cdr. R. J. Brunwin, Lieut-Cdr. D. P. Col- 
lyer, Lieut-Cdr. C. J. de Mowbray. Lieut-Cdr. 
D. Dennis. RNR, WO E H. Hadley, Capt J R 
Hancock, RM, Lieut-Cdr. D. B. Hosking, WO A. 


G. J. Little, W02(CAS) D. R. Logue, RM, Lieut 
M. Marshall. Lieut-Cdr. R. F. Smith, Lieut-Cdr. 
C. Wakefield, Lieut T. L. Woolman, RM, Lieut- 
Cdr. M. J. Wright. 

BEM: A/CPOA(PHOT) S. Antrobus, CPOSA 

B. J. Austin, CPO(OPS)(M) R. V. Belcher, C/ 
SGT J. Cassidy. RM, CRS M. J. Congdon, 
CPOWEA M. G. Dennis, CPOA(M) P. A Dob¬ 
son, CCWEA D. J. Evans, CPO(OPS)(S)(SM) 
B S Head, CPOAEA(W) R. G. Jobling, 
CPOA(AH) D. C. McPherson, CCCT(L) J. C. 
Mills, CCCT(L) M. P. Pearce, CPO(MW) R. J 

C. Routley, RNR, CPOWEA D. E Setterfield, 
CMEM(M) A. A. Smith. RNR. CPOAEA(L) J. W. 
S. Thompson. 

Royal Red Cross: ARRC — SNO J. D. 
Beach, QARNNS 
AFC: Lieut-Cdr. M. W. Watson. 

Royal Victorian Order LVO — Cdr. J. B. 

Harvey. 

RVM(Silver): POCK N. P. Allan. 


Pen Friends 


READERS Seeking penfriends in the Royal 
Navy are listed below. Any sailor who writes to 
an applicant must use a stamped envelope 
bearing the applicant's name and town. The 
letter should be enclosed in a second enve¬ 
lope addressed to "Pen Pals", Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. On receipt the re¬ 
plies will be redirected — but only if they have 
been stamped. 

Mary (42), Exmouth, Devon. Donna (23), 
Washington, Tyne & Wear. Jayne (28), Shef¬ 
field. Margaret (35), St Leonards-on-Sea, Sus¬ 
sex Sarah (19), Bromley. Kent. Liz (28), Lis- 
keard, Cornwall. Andrea (18), Ipswich, 
Suffolk. Hilary (19). Leicester. Debbie (28), 
Luton, Beds Judith (27), Preston, Lancs. 

Paula (27), Fareham, Hants. Liz (39). Ports¬ 
mouth Maggi (22). Rotherham, Yorks Anne 
(33), Preston, Lancs. Linda (26), Edenbridge, 
Kent. Barbara (47), Ramsgate, Kent. Caron 
(27), Huddersfield, Yorks Miss J. (21), Roth¬ 
erham, Yorks. Rachel (21), Whitwick, Leics. 
Carole (32), High Wycombe, Bucks. 

Linda (18), Weston-super-Mare. Sarah (21), 
Plymouth Faye (16). Abertillery, Gwent. Zoe 
(18), Weston-super-Mare. Mandi (27), Tor¬ 
quay, Devon. Karen (20), Gravesend, Kent. 
Christine (34), Plymouth. Lynne (23), Edin¬ 
burgh Jeannie (45), Hartlepool, Cleveland 
Nicole (27), Torquay. Carly (15), Fareham, 
Hants. Mandy (15), Bromsgrove, Birmingham. 

Petranella (29), Spalding, Lines Lisa 21), 
Reading, Berks Pamela (26), Liverpool. Tra¬ 
cey (30), Morden. Surrey. Louise (18), Roch¬ 
dale, Lancs Diana (29), Bryngwran, Angle¬ 
sey. Hazel (30), Aldershot, Hants. Anne- 
Marie (30), Kidbrooke, London. Jane (31), 
Plymouth. Sara (22), Alvaston, Derby. 

Jackie (30), Stoke-on-Trent. Janet (29), 
Portsmouth Sharon (17), Warrington, Chesh 
ire. Rosalynn (39), Surbiton, Surrey. Susan 


(35), Weymouth, Dorset. Christine (23). Gil¬ 
lingham, Kent. Donna (25), Worcester. Lisa 
(18), Pontefract, Yorks. Denise (22), Wey¬ 
mouth, Dorset. Miss S. (19), York 

Sharon (25), Upminster, Essex Gill (34), 
High Wycombe. Bucks Elaine (23), Walling- 
ton, Surrey Michelle (20), Peterhead. Aber¬ 
deenshire. Belinda (25), Stanford-le-Hope, Es 
sex. Gill (38), Exeter, Devon Janet (27), 
Liverpool. Miss S. (24), Wolverhampton. Hel¬ 
en (27), Widnes, Cheshire. Sue (31), 
Birmingham 

Claire (19), LLansannan, Denbigh. Jacqui 
(29), Luton, Beds Maxine (20), Rochester, 
Kent. Joanne (23), Oadby, Leics. Sally (26). 
Gravesend, Kent Samantha (21), Northamp 
ton. Barbara (41), Hartlepool, Cleveland Vivi¬ 
en (21), St Helens, Merseyside. 

Amanda (22), Dorchester, Dorset. Annette 
(24), Hemel Hempstead, Herts. Jade (20). 
Coventry Amanda (22), Kington, Hereford 
shire Marion (38), Hartlepool, Cleveland. 
Kathy (42), Liverpool. Janet (43), Kettering, 
Northants. Gail (22), Plymouth Fiona (21). 
Ayr Danielle (18), Southampton. 

Vanessa (37), Ramsgate, Kent. Ada-Lou- 
ise (60), Brentwood, Essex. Angie (24). Ivy- 
bridge, Devon. Miss L. (25), Woolwich, Lon¬ 
don. Sharon (25), Southampton. Vanessa 
(17), Ashford, Middx. Lynn (25), Kempston, 
Bedfordshire Lorraine (26), Birmingham 
Carol (17), Birmingham Helen (34), Newcas- 
tle-on-T vne 

Liz (25), Maldon, Essex. Caroline (21), Hor¬ 
sham, Sussex Carole (26), Plymouth Helen 
(27), Nottingham Debbie (25), Birmingham. 
Julie (36). Plymouth. Melanie (16), Hull, Hum 
berside. Lesley (26), Kettering, Northants. 
Lynn (29), Rugby, Warks. Jan (30). Rochford, 
Essex Helen (23), Oxford Karen (20), Hit- 
chin, Herts. 
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Options 


WREN Stores Accountant 
Catherine Mullis is certain¬ 
ly prepared to tackle life 
head on ... when she’s 
not at work with the base 
replenishment team at 
Clyde Submarine Base 
she’s a dedicated member 
of the West of Scotland’s 
fledgling women’s rugby 
team. 

She first became interested 
in Rugby Union after the 1991 



World Cup, before which she 
was a self-confessed couch 
potato, and set about finding 
a club with lady players. West 
of Scotland proved ideal, with 
some 30 women on its books 
and male players offering 
training and encouragement. 

But Catherine failed to per¬ 
suade any of her colleagues 
at Faslane to join her on the 
pitch. Now she is to join HMS 
Defiance in Plymouth so new 
workmates can expect some 
gentle persuasion. 

Whatever happens, Cather¬ 
ine is destined to become the 
first Wren to take part in a 
Royal Navy rugby training 
course. She will spend a week 
in Portsmouth studying 
playing and coaching techni¬ 
ques and go in for the Prelimi¬ 
nary Coaching Award. 

She hopes to coach young 
players in the South West and 
to find a ladies team for 
herself. 

iheii 
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Smith clinches 

Strokeplay 

Championship 


ONE thing was for certain in this year’s Royal Navy and Royal Marines Strokeplay Champi¬ 
onship — there would be a new winner’s name engraved on the trophy. What was not certain 
was who that winner would be, writes Lieut.-Cdr. Roger Knight . 


With the likes of Lieut.-Cdr. 
Malcolm Edmunds and Sur¬ 
geon Lieut.-Cdr.(D) Phil Guest 
having left the Service with 14 
championship victories 
between them, this year’s result 
was not going to be the fore¬ 
gone conclusion it had often 
been in the past. 

However, the new champion 
proved a worthy winner. In an 
exciting final round at Western 
Gailes near Troon, CPO Pat 
Smith (Culdrose) emerged vic¬ 
torious beating Ck Stuart Hux- 
table (Broadsword) by three 
shots. CPO Don West (Rosyth) 
was two shots further away in 
third place. 

Smith won in style, leading 
from start to finish, but his 
opening round of 70 was the 
lowest of the competition and 
had even the local club 
members murmuring their 
admiration! 

At the start of the final round 
he held a two shot lead over 
nearest rival Huxtable. As they 
were paired together it turned 
into a matchplay situation. At 
one stage Smith was five shots 
clear but over the difficult clos¬ 
ing holes Huxtable narrowed 
the gap to two. At the last 
Smith got a regulation 4 and, 
with Huxtable missing the 
green with his second and run¬ 


ning up a bogey 5, Smith was 
home by 3 shots. 

Several players had threa¬ 
tened in earlier rounds. LCpl 
Nigel Small (CTCRM) had a 
very useful 74 in the opening 
round, but fell away. Lieut.- 
Cdr. Pat Lynch (Daedalus) was 
well in the hunt after the 
second round but an 84 in the 
third put paid to his chances. 

Musn. Joe Sharp (Lymp- 
stone) followed up his opening 
round of 78 with a 75, but all 
his good work was dashed with 
an 88 in the third. CPO Steve 
Lambert (Renown) suffered a 
similar fate, shooting a 91 after 
78 and a 77. CPO Jim Thom¬ 
son (Valiant) came off the rails 
with a last round of 86 having 
been well in contention with 
rounds of 78,79 and 78. 

However, the hard luck story 
of the Championship surely be¬ 
longs to CPO Martin (Brum) 
Hunt (Culdrose) who, in the 
opening round, found himself 
stood on the 18th tee requiring 
a par 4 for a round of 72. But 
three tee shots out of bounds 
resulted in an horrendous 11 
and he signed for a 79. To his 
credit he battled away in the 
remaining rounds to finish in 
joint 4th place with Lynch. 

The Inter-Command Cham¬ 
pionship, run concurrently with 


the individual championship, 
saw the Naval Air Command 
team (Smith, Hunt, CPO Mick 
Filleul (Culdrose), LPT Bill 
Stretton (Yeovilton), CPO Taff 
James (Portland) and Lynch) 
retain their title, winning by 30 
shots from Fleet. The Royal 
Marines pipped Portsmouth 
into third place on a count 
back. 

□ □ □ 

Earlier in the month the Roy¬ 
al Navy side had been well 
beaten by a veiy strong Leeds 
and District Union side at Sand 
Moor GC near Leeds. 

In the Foursomes Jim Thom¬ 
son and Lieut. Duncan Ellis 
RM (CTCRM) gained the 
Navy’s only win. In the Singles 
Sgt Bill Parker (3 Cdo Air Bde) 
prevented a whitewash with a 
very creditable half. 

□ □ □ 

THIRTY players competed in 
the 1992 Fleet Engineering 
Centre, Rosyth, Golf Cham¬ 
pionships at Burntisland GC, 
Fife. The competition was 
played over two rounds, the 
morning session hampered by 
dense fog. 

Winner and runners-up were: 
1, CPOWEA Don West (75 
points); 2, CPOWEA Dave 
McBride (73/better 2nd round); 
3, WEM(R) Craig Davies (73). 


Education 


Upper Chine School 


Headmistress: Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD 


SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 

Independent G.S A Boarding and Day School for Girls from 3-18 years 
Many girls from naval families. Pupil/staff ratio 8:1 
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries, drama and music awards available 

For a free prospectus write or telephone (0983) 862208/864822 


Embley 

Park 

School 

Romsey, Hampshire 
Tel: 0794 512206 



Boarding and 
Day Boys 11-18 
Sixth Form Girls 16-18 

Good general education in 
small friendly school. 

Good facilities for sport. 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme. 

Service Bursaries available. 


NEWLANDS SCHOOL(S) 

SEAFORD, EAST SUSSEX 


THE PREPARATORY 
(7-13+) 



THE MANOR 
(13-18) 


BOARDING, WEEKLY BOARDING & DAY 

Some things we’re proud of that we’d like you to consider 

★ Traditions which go back over 100 years and modem developments 
(including co-education) which enhance the quality of life 

★ A family atmosphere of care and concern in our boarding 
communities 

★ A style of discipline which is firm but friendly 

★ A wide and challenging curriculum 

★ Our very good academic and sporting records 

★ Our wealth of extra-curricular activities in sport, music, drama, art, 
computing, scouting and hobbies 

★ Our support Learning Unit which has a distinguished record of success 
in assisting dyslexic boys and girls and those for whom English is their 
second language 

★ The partnership and links between the Senior and Junior Schools 
(ensuring academic continuity and facilitating regular contact between 
brothers and sisters attending both schools) 

★ Our Service Families children who receive generous fees discounts 

★ Our TRAVEL and ESCORT arrangements which include coaches to 
Southsea and Aldershot, Minibuses to Kent and escorts to Luton, 
Heathrow and Gatwick Airports and London (Victoria Station). 

Further information from: 

THE PREPARATORY Tel: (0323) 892334 
Headmaster: Roger C Clark BA, MA (ED) 

THE MANOR Telephone: (0323) 890309 
Headmaster. Brian F Underwood MA, Dip.Ed (Oxon) 

Fax: (0323) 891599 



Yeovil 

Somerset 

(0935) 

850555 


_CHILTON_ 

| CANTELO SCHOOL 

Independent Co-ed 10-18 Day/ Boarding School 

★ Happy family atmosphere 
★ Small classes ★ Remedial/resit facilities ★ 
Wide range of subjects to A level ★ Varied 
sports/activities 

I B.S.A Enquiries welcome 
_★ Our Pupils Achieve ★_ 


BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

ROCHE COURT, FAREHAM, P017 5BL 

Since 1918 Boundary Oak has been providing a first-class 
education for boys and has established strong links with the 
forces. Boundary Oak offers day schooling for boys (3-13) and 
both full and weekly boarding (7-13) within our historic 22 acres of grounds. 

From September 1992 girls will be admitted into our Junior Classes at age 5 
initiating the change to full co-education status. 

Details of the school’s many excellent facilities, and all other details including 
the Academic and Music Scholarships may be obtained by applying for a free 
prospectus from the Headmaster at the above address or telephone 

Fareham (0329) 280955 


Wilton House School 

Battle, Hastings, East Sussex TH33 9BS. 0424 830234 

Co-educational boarding and day school 

Head office and senior school: Catsfield Place, Battle 
GCSE and*A' Levels 13-18 years 
Junior school: Broomham, GuestJing, Hastings. 5-13 years 

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged when required. 
• Computer workshop, • Swimming pools, # Tennis courts, • Games 
fields and horse riding. # Escort services to and from airports. 
Special terms for Service children additional to Service grants. 
Established since 1954 Apply: The School Secretary 


Wykeham House School 

East Street, Fareham 
G.S.A. INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
(Aged 4-16 years) 

Entry: to infants by interview. To Junior School by assessment 
and examination. To Senior School by Common Entrance. 
For vacancies contact: 

The Bursar (0329) 282356 





DETERMINED to make 
a splash during the 
forthcoming Royal Navy 
Divers’ Golf Champion¬ 
ship are these four, 
caught practising at the 
tournament venue — 
the Southwick Park 
course adjacent to HMS 
Dryad. 

They are using golf grips 
and dry diving suits sup¬ 
plied by Avon Rubber, one 
of the event’s sponsors. 

WO Mo Crang, pictured 
about to sink a putt, organ¬ 
ised the championship, the 
biggest ever for the divers. 
More than 100 past and 
present members of the 
RN Clearance Diving 
branch will be competing 
on August 10. 

Among them will be Mo 
and the others in the pic¬ 
ture (from (eft): LS Dave 
McKenna, LS Sam SHcock 
and Cdr David Sandiford. 


GUEST 

STARS 

FOR the second year in a 
row a team of six runners 
representing the Minewar- 
fare. Diving and Maritime 
Trade Department of 
SMOPS won the trophy as 
first guest (non-Army) team 
home in the extremely de¬ 
manding Welsh 1,000 
Mountain Race. 

In repeating their 1991 suc¬ 
cess, the team had to negotiate 
a 40km route starting on the 
beach at Aber and taking in the 
1,000m mountain ranges of the 
Carnedds and Glyders before 
finishing on the summit of 
Snowdon (1,085m). 

Representatives of the three 
Services and civilian fell run¬ 
ning clubs made up the 60+ 
teams competing. The MDT 
runners were Lieut.-Cdr. Phil 
Burrell, CPO(MW) Taff Hem- 
brow, CPO(MW) Alan Bain- 
bridge, AB(D) Taff Lloyd, 
AB(D) Rob Bouchard and 
CCWEA Tug Wilson. 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL 
HAMPSTEAD 

INDEPENDENT BOARD AND DAY SCHOOL 
GIRLS AGED 5 TO 18 YEARS 

★ Traditional Curriculum including two foreign languages and 
three science subjects 

★ High teacher to pupil ratio 

★ Continuity of education to 18 years 

★ Small, friendly school in pleasant surroundings and with 
ample parking 

★ Flourishing activities include Physical Education, Drama, 
Dance, Music and Speech 

★ Frequent education and cultural visits 

★ Escort service for young girls to travel termini 

★ Fees closely related to Service Boarding School Allowance 

★ Bursaries available for daughters of ex-Servicemen in need 

For prospectus write to telephone: 

The Principal, The Royal School Hampstead 
65 Rosslyn Hill, Hampstead, London NW3 5UD 
Telephone 071-794 7708 


MICKLEFIELD SCHOOL : 
SEAFORD 

EAST SUSSEX BN25 4LP 
Tel: 0323 892457 

(Founded 1910) 

A friendly, caring school able to provide your 
daughter with a first class all round education 
in a traditional disciplined atmosphere. 

• Full and weekly boarding 7-18 years 

• Small classes: highly qualified staff 

• National Curriculum: good academic record 

• Excellent facilities for Drama, Music and 
Sport 

• Generous Service bursaries 

• A coach operates between the school and 
Portsmouth 
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Options - 

ouuts and 
around 


GREAT Britain’s inter¬ 
national middleweight 
Mne. Mark Edwards of 
HMS Nelson leaves at the 
end of this month for the 
Barcelona Olympics and 
the quest for the highest 
prize in sport — Olympic 
gold. 

For most of the close 
season Mark has been train¬ 



ing at Nelson with Navy coach 
CPOPT Tony Bevel. This com¬ 
bined with frequent training 
camps at Crystal Palace un¬ 
der Ian Irwin, the national coa¬ 
ch, has seen Edwards climb a 
steady road to peak fitness in 
preparation for the ultimate 
challenge of his illustrious 
career. 

The coach has concentrat¬ 
ed much on the twice-ABA- 
champion’s strength and 
power to see him through the 
challenges from the hard hit¬ 
ting Cubans and East Europe¬ 
ans. 

Last year Mark lost to the 
now world champion, Russo 
from Italy, so he knows who 
the danger men are, said 
Bevel. 

“His state of fitness is now 
near to what it was before the 
World Championships, and 
the way to a medal is for every 
punch to count. That’s what 
we have worked on, and he 
looks good. 

“For Mark himself, he’s 
looking forward to it. He 
showed tremendous dedica¬ 
tion to qualify for Barcelona 
... now he only has to believe 
it and it will happen for him.” 


/hmi Sport Ifhwi 

Forces Pennant 
is secured for 
the third year 



SHERBORNE Regatta, hosted by the Fleet Air Arm in June, is one of four inter-command 
rowing meetings to take place annually. It gives the Navy’s rowers of all standards an 
opportunity to compete together and the selectors a chance to view the talent from which a 
squad is chosen to represent the Service in Amateur Rowing Association events. 


Pictured with the Head of the River Race Forces Pennant — in 
fact, a cup — is the RN squad: (back row l-r) Lieut. Alisdair 
Hutchinson, Lieut. Andy Holland, Sub-Lieut. Andy Patterson 
(stroke), Lieut. Andy Cameron, (front l-r) Lieuts. Gary Foster, 
Stuart Wright (training manager), and Penny Graham (cox), 
AEA Alan Davidson and LAEM Brian Kemp. Lieut. David Wool- 
ley is missing — slightly run over by a bus! 

Picture: Lieut.-Cdr. Peter Johnson 


1992 has been a successful 
year for the RN Squad: the 
greatest achievement winning 
for the third year running the 
Forces Pennant at the Head of 
the River Race. The pennant, 
fiercely contested each year, is 
awarded to the fastest of the 
many Service crews which en¬ 
ter the race, along with up¬ 
wards of 400 civilian national, 
club and schools crews. 

Conditions this year were 
fair and the Navy VIII got off 
to a good start, overtaking their 
first boat within a quarter of a 
mile. They rated a steady 32 for 
the 4'/ 2 mile race, taking an¬ 
other crew just before the Ham¬ 
mersmith Bridge, and two 
more on the Fulham bend. 
Their efforts secured them 
149th place overall (28th out of 
128 in their class), with the 
RAF first boat — their next clo¬ 
sest rival — coming in 198th. 

Buoyed up by this success 
and a fine win at the Kingston 
head, where the Navy first VIII 
was again the fastest Service 
crew, spirits were high for the 
Joint Service Regatta at Peter¬ 
borough, but in the blue ribbon 
event the Navy boat was beaten 
to the finish line by the Army. 

Having sat neck and neck for 
the first 600m the Army began 
to inch away over the last 400, 
and the Navy crew, despite a 
solid row and an average rate of 
39, were unable to hold them. 


The ladies redeemed the day, 
however, with Heron winning 
the Ladies Novice IV and Sub 
Lieut. Debbie Rorke (BRNC) 
carrying off the Novice Sculls 
Trophy. 

With active Command row¬ 
ing in Plymouth and Ports¬ 
mouth, and Fleet Air Arm row¬ 


ing based in HMS Heron, the 
RN and RM ARA is always in 
search of new blood, from no¬ 
vices to experienced oarsmen, 
and for ex-rowers interested in 
helping on the administrative 
front. Queries should be direct¬ 
ed to Lieut. David Stroud on 
Prospect House Ext. 5577. 


ARE there any other 
competitors in the 
Olympic Games with 
Royal Navy connec¬ 
tions? Navy News 
wants to know. 


CITY of Portsmouth Football 
Development Scheme in con¬ 
junction with the Football 
Association is holding a sum¬ 
mer holidays funweek at Alex¬ 
andra Park (August 3-7) for 
boys and girls; price £32. Ring 
0705 834832 for details. Fun- 
weeks are held throughout the 
country — to learn more ring 
0707 50057 (24hr Ansaphone). 

FIRST prizewinner in the Tri- 
Service Rugby Draw was 
POMEA Rooks of HMS Arrow, 
who wins a £2,000 holiday. 
Second was Lieut.-Cdr. Kent 
(Fearless), who won £250 
worth of electrical equipment, 
and third was the CO of 800 
NAS, Lieut.-Cdr. David Braith- 
waite, whose prize was £100 
worth of sports goods. Spon¬ 
sored by BAeSEMA, the raffle 
raised more than £6,000 for 
Service Rugby. 

ALLIED Breweries Ltd 
have kindly agreed to con¬ 
tinue their sponsorship of 
Service sport for 1992/93. 
The following associations 
will benefit: RN Athletics, 
RN Badminton, CS Basket¬ 
ball, RN and RM Motor 
Sports, RN Squash Rackets, 
RN Volleyball and RN 
(Women’s) Sports. 

The sponsorship is to be used 
specifically to enhance inter- 
command championships, RN 
championships, Navy Cup 
competitions and tours. All 
beneficiaries wish to express 
their thanks. 



Chilly 


BRRR! The Combined! 
Services Cold Water 
Acquaint Course, at¬ 
tended by RN, RAF and 
civilian personnel, was 
held at Southsea. 

Designed to inure swim¬ 
mers to the cold water be¬ 
fore they attempt the Inter- 
Services Long Distance 
Swim (3% miles) at Lake 
Bala, North Wales, on July 
13, the course was admin¬ 
istered by CPOPT Pete 
Crowley (fifth from left 
front row). 

Ten of these intrepid 
swimmers are planning to 
swim the Channel later m 
the year, eight in relay and 
two as individuals. 

Anyone wanting to know 
more about the Lake Bala 
swim should contact CPO 
Crowley on PNB ext 25912. 


GB RECORD SWIM 


AT THE GB Open Masters Swimming Championships at 
Crystal Palace the Royal Navy masters team produced argu¬ 
ably the finest performance ever by an RN swimming squad, 

writes team manager Ron Kimber. 

In the 45 years I’ve been 


involved in RN swimming 1 
cannot remember a Navy team 
performing so well at this level. 
This success was almost cer¬ 
tainly brought about the policy 
of tracing ex-RN swimmers and 
bringing them back to represent 
the Service long after they’d 
retired from it. 

The team took away five gold 
medals, 10 silver and eight 
bronze from the GB Open Mas¬ 
ters. The icing on the cake was 
a Great Britain record for Alec 
Laylee in the 70-74 years age 
group at 50m freestyle. 

In addition to this country’s 
best masters swimmers, the 
championships attracted com¬ 
petitors from Russia, France 
and Germany. 


The RN medal winners were as follows: 
(25-29 years) Steve Thomas: 1, 400IM; 2, 
50m b’fly; 3, 100m b’fly. (30-34) Ian 
Hughes: 1, 50m back. Adrian Noble: 3, 
400m free. (45-50) Peter Stephens: 2, 
100m b’fly and 2, 200m b'fly; 3. 50m b’fly. 
(50-54) Ba try Blanden: 3, 400m free. (55- 
59) Geoff Bishop: 3, 50m breast, 3, 100m 
breast and 3, 50m back. Dave Auten: 3, 
1,500m free. (70-74) Len Audritt: 1, 50m 
breast and 1, 100m breast; 2, 50m fly. 
Alec Laylee: 1, 50m free (GB record); 2, 
50m back and 200m back. Over 240 
years medley team second. 

Navy masters swimming is now well to 
the fore and thanks must go to Capt. 
peter Wason, RNSA chairman for his 
support. Now to recruit him into the team 
itself! 

This year will see the first Inter-Service 
Masters Swimming in October and the 
RN has high hopes of success. More 
swimmers are needed, though, particular¬ 
ly those retired and in the upper age 
groups. Masters swimmers compete only 
within their own five year age group, so 
everyone is in with a chance. Anyone 
wishing to know more should contact 
Ron Kimber on Fareham 281287. 



BLAZIN’ 

BRAZEN 


FROM the look of the pic¬ 
ture HMS Scylla’s players 
did their best to get a stran¬ 
glehold on the Midi-Ships 
rugby final, but HMS Bra¬ 
zen lead 12-7 at half time 
and 18-16 when the final 
whistle blew. 

It was a tight game, with 
Scylla holding Brazen’s clear 
weight advantages in the pack 
superbly. There was drama 
right to the end — Brazen con¬ 
ceded a penalty in the final 
minute and a score would have 
given Scylla the trophy, but it 
was not to be. 

A high standard of rugby was 
displayed during this match at 
the Portland Borstal pitch — 
and good sportsmanship pre¬ 
vailed throughout. 

CASUALS 

SMART 

LWEM George Alcock, LWtr 
Brian Cheung and POWEM 
Dave Tilford were among the 
competitors in the Lisbon 7s 
Rugby Tournament, playing for 
the Lisbon Casuals, a team 
mainly comprising British ex¬ 
pats living in the Lisbon area. 

The three sailors are sta¬ 
tioned at CINCIBERLANT, 
the NATO base commanding 
the sea lanes at the approaches 
to Gibraltar. 

Brian was selected as the Ca¬ 
suals’ Man of the Match on the 
strength of his kicking leg — his 
conversion kicks were spot on 
throughout the two-day tour¬ 
ney. Alas, the Casuals were 
knocked out in the semi-finals. 


FIXTURES 

MIDDLESEX II will travel to 
Portsmouth on July 6 to 
take on the Royal Navy at 
cricket. The match begins 
at 1100. On the previous 
day the RN U25 team will 
play Public Schools of 
Western Australia, also at 
Portsmouth from 1100. 
This year’s U25 inter-ser¬ 
vices cricket festival will 
take place at Vine Lane, 
Uxbridge, on July 10/11 
and 12. Day 1 sees RN v 
Army, day 2 RAF v losers 
day 1 and day 3 RAF v win¬ 
ners day 1. 


r MAGS BAGS TROPHYn 

LWREN Margaret Briggs (Cul- 
drose) has been named the 
Royal Navy’s Young Sports¬ 
woman of the Year and pre¬ 
sented with her trophy by the 
Second Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Michael Livesay. 

Margaret’s greatest suc¬ 
cess has come in .22 rifle 
shooting, at which she has 
represented the Navy and the 
Combined Services for a num¬ 
ber of years. She also plays 
hockey and netball, but 
enjoys all sports. 



Heroic 

effort 

MNE Mark Croasdale’s 
athletic prowess and 
the fine example he 
sets have been recog¬ 
nised in the award of 
the 1990/91 Nato Cup. 

An accomplished road 
and fell runner, Mark has 



also proven himself a first 
class skier and is currently 
ranked No. 1 in the British 
Nordic team. As the 1991 
British 15km and 30km 
champion he represented 
Great Britain at the 1991 
World Championships in 
Italy and the 1992 Winter 
Olympics in France. 

On the athletics front 
this year he won both the 
British long and short 
course championships and 
represented England in 
Switzerland. He was also 
first runner home in the 
1990 “Man Versus Horse 
Race,” a gruelling 22-mile 
event run in Wales. 

Mark has been a particu¬ 
lar inspiration to young 
Marines joining the RM 
biathlon team. His dedica¬ 
tion was amply displayed 
during the 4x7.5km biath¬ 
lon relay at this year’s 
British National Ski Cham¬ 
pionships. Having dislocat¬ 
ed his shoulder in a fall, 
Mark reset his own arm 
and continued with the 
race, enabling 45 Com¬ 
mando to hold a creditable 
sixth position in a field of 
19 teams. 

















































Heave 

ho... 

AMONG those watching 
the Inter-Service Charity 
Tug of War Competition at 
Windsor was the Princess 
Royal. She saw the HMS 
Collingwood team (pic¬ 
tured right) finish third 
overall in the 640kg class, 
which was won by RAF 
Cottesmore. The Colling¬ 
wood coach is Charge 
Chief John Bennett. 

# Still with Colling¬ 
wood, the establishment 
hosted the RNKA Canoe 
Polo Championship and 
coaching weekend. HMS 
Neptune triumphed, seeing 
off opposition from HMS 
Osprey, RNEC Manadon 
and Collingwood itself. 


ON LEAVING Gibraltar 
after a tour of 18 months, 
LWrenPT Elaine Reynolds 
was presented with a Her¬ 
bert Lott award marking 
her exceptional service to 
WRNS sport and her out¬ 
standing support of family 
sports and liaison activi¬ 
ties. Elaine’s now been 
drafted to HMS Sultan. 


THE FIRST ever Navy Cup Athletics final takes place at the Mountbatten Centre, Ports¬ 
mouth, on July 15 and the men’s match, between HM ships Sultan, Heron and Cochrane, 
CTC Lympstone and RNEC Manadon, looks to have the makings of a first class competition. 


HMS Sultan must start as fa¬ 
vourites, with Navy stalwarts 
like Graham Riley (steeple¬ 


chase), Ed White (sprint), Andy 
Quixley (javelin/high jump), 
Mark Fieldsend (hurdles), Jock 


Stewart (5,000m) and the in¬ 
form Steve Cox (5,000m) lining 
up. 

But they arc unlikely to get 
everything their own way. 
HMS Cochrane has Rupert 
Williams and Topsy Turner in 
the sprints and the Navy 
veteran Eamon Fitzgerald in 
the vault and high jump. 

Lympstone has Andy Mitch¬ 
ell, also in form, in the throw¬ 
ing events, Gerry Gerrard in 
the distance races and RN dc- 
cathlete and coach Stu Gibbs to 
fill in the gaps. 

The teams from Manadon 
and Heron arc unknown quan¬ 
tities but it would be most unu¬ 
sual if Heron were not to spring 
a few surprises in certain 
events. Manadon may also 
have some hidden talent. 

HM ships Neptune, Dryad 
and Heron and Britannia Royal 
Naval College will contest the 
ladies competition. This looks 
to be more evenly contested, 
with many of the known lady 
athletes not serving in Cup 
Final establishments. 

It is hoped the competition 
will stimulate more interest in 
track and field and help discov¬ 
er talent for future years. 


Options 


Jumping ahead 
of the field 

ROYAL Navy and Royal Marines showjumping and eventing teams have scored spectacular 
successes at Windsor, Larkhill and Tidworth. 


The Queens Challenge Cup 
and Queens Plate are always 
presented by the Queen at the 
Royal Windsor Horse Show 
and provide a gruelling test of 
nerve as well as skill and show- 
jumping ability as the leading 
riders jump-off in the main are¬ 
na in front of a large crowd and 
television cameras. 

This year a team selected by 
Lieut.-Cdr. Richard Randall 
(RNEC Manadon), consisting 
of POWren Louise Isaacs (772 
Sqn.) riding Jack of Diamonds, 
LCpl Simon Bustany (42 Cdo.) 
riding Rupert XIV and Mne 
Howard Wood (40 Cdo.) riding 
Jasmine, were close behind the 
top Army teams from the Kings 
Troop Royal Horse Artillery 
and Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment but ahead 
of 13 teams from non-horsed 
units. The RN/RM team were 
awarded the Queens Plate for 
only the second time since 
1968. 

Berkeley 

The following day the squad 
moved to Larkhill and this lime 
beat both the Army and the 
RAF to win the Inter-Services 
Showjumping Championships 
for the first time in nearly 20 
years. The three riders who had 
been successful at Windsor 
were joined by Randall on a 
horse owned by a retired naval 
commander, Ted Waller from 
the Berkeley Hunt in Glouces¬ 
tershire, and their combined 
score of 12 faults over a course 
of Foxhunter standard was four 
faults better than the Army 
team. 

The Inter-Services Cham¬ 
pionships moved on to the 
horse trials event at Tidworth 
Park in Hampshire. Randall 
picked a totally different team 
for this test, which combines 
dressage, showjumping and 
cross-country riding, Cdre Ri¬ 
chard Bridges (COMAW) rode 
his own horse Smoke Spindrift, 
Lieul.-Cdr. Mike Croome-Car- 
roll (Cottesmore) picked up the 
ride on Ted Waller’s Cruise, 
Mne Wood switched to Jack- 
boot and Cpl Nigel Joyce (40 
Cdo.) came in on the RMSCs 
Inter-City. 

Lame 

It was expected that the 
Army, smarting from their un¬ 
expected earlier setbacks, 
would strike back, but the hard 
ground and several lame horses 
conspired against them and 
they produced a surprisingly 
sub-standard team. 

There were few clear rounds 
over the testing cross-country 
course but the Navy team did 
well and got three riders into 
the top 12 to defeat the Army 


once more, but finished some 
way behind the RAF. After two 
legs of the Inter-Services Equi¬ 
tation Championships the 
Navy is in the unaccustomed 


position of being ahead of both 
the Army and the RAF. Train¬ 
ing and other plans for the final 
leg at Camberley in September 
are already well underway. 


LCPL Butch Bustany on Rupert in the main arena at Windsor 
Picture: Courtesy of Pleasure Prints, Newbury. 

NOVICES CHAMP AT BIT 

EQUESTRIAN stars of the future had a chance to dem¬ 
onstrate their skills at the RN & RM Novice Equitation 
Championships at the Naval Riding Centre, HMS Dryad. 

Riding horses on loan 
from the Centre, the Royal 
Marines Saddle Club and the 
Royal Artillery Saddle Club 
at Larkhill, 46 riders repre¬ 
senting ten units or estab¬ 
lishments entered the com¬ 
petition for the Kemble 
Plate. The popularity of the 
event meant that the compe¬ 
tition had to be divided into 
two sections. Royal Marines 
riders and horses took the 
lions’ share of the honours. 

The individual winners, 
who both rode RMSC 


horses, were Wren Donna 
Jenkin (Illustrious) on Ki¬ 
pling and CPO Pete Ogburn 
(Cumberland) on Marigold. A 
Royal Marines team repre¬ 
senting RM Poole (Sgt Phil 
Cornell, LCpl Josie Mills TA, 
Mne Richard Fletcher) won 
one section and a team 
trained at the RM stables at 
Bickleigh (Lieut. John Mules 
(Argyll), CPO Ogburn and 
Kristen Oxby (dependant)) 
won the other section and 
the Kemble Plate. 


ELAINE 
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GOING aloft — PO Ian Jary tastes the 
high life aboard HMSTC Lord Tren- 
chard, as a member of the tri-service 
crew sailing in the wake of Columbus 
and using the navigational techniques 
of 1492. 

Under the navigational direction of the 
Mate, recently retired RN diver Clive Eg- 
gington, the Lord Trenchard made an une¬ 
ventful overnight passage to Cherbourg 
and later sailed to St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
where revellers among the crew headed 
for the bright lights and gave themselves 
something to regret the next day. 

That began at 0500 with rising winds and 
seas. Even submariner Ian was suffering. 
The wind strengthened throughout the day. 
At 2200 it was blowing in excess of Force 
10 and the skipper decided to heave to 
under storm jib and try sail. Even these 
proved too much and skipper Simon Salter 
had the yacht stripped to bare poles. 

Dawn brought little comfort and at 1050 a 
towering green wall heaved up before 
the yacht, at the last second crashing 
down and burying the Lord Trenchard from 
stem to stern. 

After much pumping out, the yacht was 
still a sorry sight and it was decided to put 
in to Brest for urgent repairs. These 
achieved, passage across the Bay of Bis¬ 
cay was begun. 

Variable light winds and calm seas saw 
the yacht reach Viana do Castilo, Portugal, 
and — lost time made up — the next three 
days prior to docking at Lisbon allowed 
some opportunities for sighting seeing and 
food and wine tastings. 

At Lisbon the Lord Trenchard joined up 
with the remainder of the Northern Euro¬ 
pean Fleet. She was handed over to the 
crew for the next section of the expedition, 
with races to Cadiz, Las Palmas and Puer¬ 
to Rico before her. 


On the blocks 
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Trawler patrol 
action as fish 




PICTURED at the helm 
of a RIB after a visit to 
HMS Cumberland is 
new Defence Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind. 

Accompanied by 
FOST Rear Admiral 
Mike Boyce during his 
day at sea, Mr Rifkind 
visited HM ships Argo¬ 
naut and Cumberland 
and witnessed a RAS 
from RFA Black Rover 
with HMS Brazen and 
GS Emden. 

With Mr Rifkind in the 
RIB are WREN(M) 
Yates, AB(M) Fenwick 
and LS Matlin. 

Picture: PO(Phot) 
Vince Richards 
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‘Pingers’ on trial 


MOD is to place a contract for 100 acoustic net “pingers” which will be attached to the 
nets of fishing vessels to alert submarines to their presence. They will be used in an 
extended sea trial in the Clyde area to establish their effectiveness in a working 
environment. 


Cost of the trial will be borne by MOD and the 
local fishing community have indicated their 
willingness to assist. The trial is planned to 
begin in early 1993 and will last about 18 
months. 

Fishing safety 

The decision to place this contract follows 
publication of a consultative document setting 
out MOD'S latest proposals for improving the 


safety of fishing vessels in waters frequented 
by submarines, following the loss of the fishing 
vessel Antares. 

Armed Forces Minister Mr. Archie Hamilton 
said, “This positive step forward follows an ex¬ 
tensive period of development. We are very 
concerned for the safety of fishing vessels and 
we expect that this, together with a number of 
measures already implemented, will help contri¬ 
bute to maritime safety.” 

• At a Plymouth court martial in June a lieuten¬ 
ant-commander who was a lieutenant on a nu¬ 
clear submarine Perisher course at the time of 
the Antares sinking in 1990 was severely 
reprimanded. 

Homosexual 
law change 

A SELECT Committee recommendation that 
homosexual activity of a kind legal in civilian law 
should no longer constitute an offence under ser¬ 
vice law has been accepted, the Commons were 
told. 

But it was made clear by Defence Minister Mr. 
Jonathan Aitken that this “sensible measure of 
decriminalisation” tidying up the differences 
between military and civilian law was not intend¬ 
ed to alter the present disciplinary climate of ser¬ 
vice life. 

“Service personnel who are involved in homo¬ 
sexual activity will, as at present, be administrati¬ 
vely discharged, whether or not any criminal 
offence has taken place.” 

He went on, “However, in future, individuals 
who engage in homosexual activity that is legal in 
civilian law will not be prosecuted under service 
law and they will have no criminal record or entry 
on the police computer.” 


• Above: HMS Battleaxe during a RAS in company with RFA Brambleleaf and HMY Britannia en 
route to Malta where the Queen took part in the 50th Anniversary celebrations of the George Cross. 

Picture: Sub-Lieut. R Taylor, HMS Battleaxe 

Special delivery 
for Baltic ports 


WHEN HMS Battleaxe visits 
in Poland, early this month 
distribution to orphanages. 

In the light of recent events 
in Eastern Europe the ship 
launched Battleaid '92 and the 
visits will see the culmination 
of weeks of work and fund-rais¬ 
ing to collect goods for Russian 
and Polish orphans. 

The gifts, filling 100 tea-chest 
sized boxes, have been donated 
by children from schools in 
Plymouth, the frigate's home 
port. Children from Gibraltar 
also donated three lorry-loads 
of toys and clothes during HMS 
Battleaxe's recent visit to the 
Rock and, in addition, more 
than £2,000 was raised through 
sponsored events.’ 

“The ship's company regu¬ 
larly organise fund-raising 
events for charities at home,” 
said the Battleaxe's command¬ 
ing officer, Cdr. Jim Scorer. 
“They think it's a splendid idea 
to export their efforts.” 

C hief of Staff to FOSF Rear 
Admiral Bruce Richardson will 
be embarked in HMS Battleaxe 
during her visit to Russia and 
will call on senior officers of 
the Russian Navy including 
Admiral Yegorov, who is in 
command of the Baltic Fleet, 
and Admiral Litvinov, Com- 


the Russian Federation port of Baltiysk and Gdynia, 
she will be carrying a cargo of toys and clothes for 


mander of the Baltic Squadron. 

On departure, HMS Batt¬ 
leaxe plans to take part in an 
exercise with a Russian warship 
before crossing the Gulf of 
Danzig for a visit to the Polish 
port of Gdynia. 


# Right: AB Doc Livingstone 
lets Nicky Yearling, from Lip- 
son Community College, 
Plymouth, take the strain as 
toys and clothes are loaded 
on to HMS Battleaxe for deliv¬ 
ery to Russian and Polish 
Orphans. Picture: Simon Burt. 


Tactical nuclear 
weapons to go 

FOLLOWING last year’s announcement that tactical nucic^v wea¬ 
pons would no longer be deployed on Royal Navy ships normal 
circumstances, the Government has now decided thit this “re¬ 
sidual capacity” is no longer needed. 

“Royal Navy ships and air¬ 


craft and Royal Air Force mar¬ 
itime patrol aircraft will there¬ 
fore no longer have the 
capability to deploy tactical 
nuclear weapons,” Defence 
Secretary Mr Malcolm Rifkind 
stated. “The United Kingdom 
weapons previously ear¬ 
marked for this role will be 
destroyed.” 

In his statement Mr Rifkind 


Defence Secretary 
in the driving seat 


said, “The United Kingdom’s 
sub-strategic nuclear capabi¬ 
lity will therefore consist of 
RAF dual-capable aircraft 
with the WE177 free-fall 
bomb.” 

Royal Wrens 

WRENS will be joining the 
Yachties soon — and they 
won’t all be “galley slaves”. 

Cabins are being prepared 
for Wrens in HMY Britannia, 
with WRNS officers likely to be 
their first occupants. They will 
serve in a wide range of 
departments. 

There are at present around 
500 WRNS serving at sea. 


task probed 


ONE of the Navy’s oldest squadrons, the Fishery Pro¬ 
tection Squadron, has come under scrutiny from 
Whitehall in a bid to save £6 million a year. 


The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food is consider¬ 
ing privatisation proposals and 
looking to see whether an 


could fulfil the role more 
cheaply, but it is stressed that 
no decision has been made. 

Fishery protection has been 
carried out by the Navy in one 
guise or another since 1379 — 
Admiral Nelson once captained 
the squadron. 

They are also involved in the 
security of North Sea oil instal¬ 
lations, and assist in Customs 
and Excise duties and anti-drug 
operations. 

Professional 

Speaking on board HMS Ark 
Royal during Operation Shop 
Window '92 FOSF. Vice-Ad¬ 
miral Sir Nicholas Hill-Norton, 
suggested he would be sur¬ 
prised if a private organisation 
could provide a better service 
as well and as cheaply as the 
Navy. 

“We would like to go on do¬ 
ing the task,” he added, saying 
he was convinced the Navy did 
the job in a professional way. 

Boarding 

Last month HMS Brecon 
boarded a French trawler off 
the Scilly Isles after Cornish 
fishermen claimed it had delib¬ 
erately cut their nets. 

The MCM vessel remained 
in the area, long the scene of 
confrontation between the two 
fishing fleets, until she was re¬ 
lieved by HMS Alderney. 

# On a private visit to the 
Fishery Protection Squadron 
last month the Prince of Wales 
joined HM ships Shetland and 
Brinton on patrol and observed 
a routine boarding off a fishing 
vessel in the Firth of Forth. 
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